
 7B: Aquisition and Use of Knowledge and Skills (including early  
       language/communication and early literacy) 
 7C: Use of appropriate behaviors for preschool students 
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The New Jersey
Department of 
Education provides
resources to better
understand Indicator 7: 
Child Outcome 
Summary. Including:

COS Frequently
Asked Questions
COS Quick Reference
Guide 
Use of the Decision 
Tree, and 
Rating Definitions 

Technical assistance
for LEAs can  be 
requested. In addition 
the Office of Special 
Education offers direct 
support which can be 
accessed by email at 
COSsupport@doe.nj.gov. 

E X T E R N A L R E S O U R C E S

Local Child Outcomes 
Measurement System 
(L COMS) is a 
framework that 
identifies key 
components of high- 
quality child outcomes 
measurement system at 
the local level. (ECTA). 

Child Outcomes 
Summary Knowledge 
Check (COS KC) to 
examine whether a 
practitioner has 
sufficient knowledge to 
participate in the COS 
team process and 
produce accurate 
ratings for child 
outcomes measurement 
(DaSy). 

FOCUS QUESTION
Are students with disabilities ready to learn
and achieving at high levels?
DEFINITION
Indicator 7 measures the percentage of preschool children with 
disabilities, ages 3 through 5, who demonstrate improvements on 
three outcomes by the time they exit the program. The three 
outcomes are: 

7A: Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships) 

DATA SOURCE
The Child Outcome Summary (COS) data entered by each LEA into the 
Homeroom System Preschool Application. 

STEP 1 : CATEGORY RATINGS (LEA)
Results for 7a, 7b, and 7c are calculated using a two-part process. First, 
improvement of those students who left the preschool program is 
measured based on five categories. The five categories: 

A:  Did  not  improve  functioning 

B:  Improved  functioning,  but  not  suff iciently  to  move  nearer  to 
functioning comparable to same-age peers 

C:  Improved  functioning  to  a  level  nearer  to  same-aged  peers,  but 
    did not reach it

D:  Improved  functioning  to  reach  a  level  comparable  to  same-aged 
peers 

E:  Maintained  functioning  at  a  level  comparable  to  same-aged 
peers 

STEP 2: CALCULATIONS (SEA)
The second step includes using the five progress categories to calculate 
data on two target summary statements using the following methodology: 

RESULT 1 : INCREASE GROWTH RESULT 2: WITHIN AGE 
EXPECTATION The percentage of children 

who entered the program 
below age expectations 
who substantially 
increased their rate of 
growth by the time they 
turned 6 years of age or 
exited the early childhood 
special education program. 

The percentage of 
children who were 
functioning within age 
expectations in outcome 
7b by the time they 
turned 6 years of age or 
exited the early 
childhood special 
education program. 

C + D D + E 

A + B + C + D A + B + C + D

x 100 x 100

https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/monitor/preschooloutcomes.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/monitor/preschooloutcomes.shtml
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.gov%2Feducation%2Fspecialed%2Fmonitor%2Fdocs%2FNJDOE_Indicator7COS_FAQ_2023.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C1265abe9afcb494f621a08dc62d66b60%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638493920295538705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MMOHuDIvlS%2BDm6%2Bl7FqVnjT%2Fm95ViMjEgGeSj8NuBbo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.gov%2Feducation%2Fspecialed%2Fmonitor%2Fdocs%2FNJDOE_Indicator7COS_FAQ_2023.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C1265abe9afcb494f621a08dc62d66b60%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638493920295538705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MMOHuDIvlS%2BDm6%2Bl7FqVnjT%2Fm95ViMjEgGeSj8NuBbo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1uwEbxqBlj0l0x514wktm6STmIf4SU8l1%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C1265abe9afcb494f621a08dc62d66b60%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638493920295557651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cGlkKs4qFEyQUeXqX%2FqXTyoq56s7w44SCn7g62mUiRY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1uwEbxqBlj0l0x514wktm6STmIf4SU8l1%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C1265abe9afcb494f621a08dc62d66b60%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638493920295557651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cGlkKs4qFEyQUeXqX%2FqXTyoq56s7w44SCn7g62mUiRY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fectacenter.org%2Feco%2Fpages%2Fcosform.asp%23decisiontree&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C1265abe9afcb494f621a08dc62d66b60%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638493920295564216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AXzD1uALufsupytfTba3msJ71Lfgp0fLD0eAcWleE78%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fectacenter.org%2Feco%2Fpages%2Fcosform.asp%23decisiontree&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C1265abe9afcb494f621a08dc62d66b60%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638493920295564216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AXzD1uALufsupytfTba3msJ71Lfgp0fLD0eAcWleE78%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fectacenter.org%2Feco%2Fpages%2Fcosform.asp%23definitions&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C1265abe9afcb494f621a08dc62d66b60%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638493920295570850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xSNuBK7%2ByR5ZlZDgitZg25ndCbk%2FMVdSNVCKsDDmAPM%3D&reserved=0
https://homeroom4.doe.state.nj.us/preschool/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EnNPSwndWUm2ZtW6bcj0tL3YniyA1wNHr-qoqnFBghNUNkVLOVFDRkExWUNKRzVSWDFZREg1QVlHRS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EnNPSwndWUm2ZtW6bcj0tL3YniyA1wNHr-qoqnFBghNUNkVLOVFDRkExWUNKRzVSWDFZREg1QVlHRS4u
https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/L-COMS_Framework.pdf
https://dasycenter.org/cos-kc/
mailto:COSsupport@doe.nj.gov
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