
HepaƟƟs B Case ClassificaƟon Algorithm 

 PosiƟve anƟ‐HBs/HBsAb OR  

 PosiƟve total anƟ‐HBc OR  

 PosiƟve HBeAb 

If no, start at  

Is HBsAg, HBeAg, HBV DNA  OR anƟ‐HBc IgM  posiƟve? 
No Not a  case 

Yes Unknown 

Is one or more of the following    
posiƟve?  

HBsAg, HBeAg and/or HBV DNA    

Obtain addiƟonal tesƟng from lab and/or 

doctor OR Recommend addiƟonal tesƟng (if 

not previously done) 

NegaƟve: HBsAg and/or  HBV DNA  

Not a  case 

Does the paƟent have symptoms consistent 

with acute viral hepaƟƟs (i.e. abdominal 

pain/cramps, fever, headache, malaise, ano‐

rexia, nausea, vomiƟng, dark urine, or diar‐

rhea) AND has jaundice OR ALT levels >100 

IU/L? 

Has the paƟent had a documented negaƟve 

HBsAg result within 6 months prior to a 

posiƟve test (HBsAg, HBeAg, or HBV DNA, 

HBV genotype) 

Note: this does not require acute clinical 

presentaƟon to meet the surveillance case 

definiƟon 
Confirmed, 

HepaƟƟs B, 

Acute 

Is the paƟent known to have a 

chronic hepaƟƟs B  infecƟon? 

Has the paƟent had a documented posiƟve HBsAg 

and/or HBeAg and/or HBV DNA test result ≥ 6 months 

prior? 

Confirmed, 

HepaƟƟs 

B, Chronic 

Probable 

HepaƟƟs 

B, Chronic 

Confirmed, 

HepaƟƟs B, 

Acute 

Yes 

No 

Unknown No 

Yes 

Yes No 

Confirmed Acute and Chronic HepaƟƟs B Cases are reported to CDC annually  

Revised September 2018 based on CSTE case definiƟons: hƩps://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/case‐definiƟons.html 

Yes 

No 

PosiƟve anƟ‐HBc IgM* 

Yes 

HBV abbreviaƟons: 

 HBsAg: HBV surface anƟgen 

 AnƟ‐HBs/HBsAb: HBV surface anƟbody 

 HBV DNA: HBV Nucleic Acid Test [NAT]; PCR 

 HBeAg: HBV liƩle e anƟgen 

 HBeAb: HBV liƩle e anƟbody 

 AnƟ‐HBc: total HBV core anƟbody 

 AnƟ‐HBc IgM: HBV core anƟbody IgM 

*PosiƟve HBsAg, HBeAg 

and/or HBV DNA AND a 
negaƟve anƟ‐HBc IgM 


