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June 26, 2025 1:00-2:30pm 
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Introductions

Review of SHIP Action Plan

HNJ Membership Manual

Action Team Membership

Next Steps and Adjourn





Vision:  A society in which all people can achieve their full potential for health and well-being across the lifespan.  
Mission: To promote, strengthen, and evaluate the State’s efforts to improve the health and well-being of all people.  

Access to Care 

•Goal: Create a comprehensive, quality health system 
that people can access, afford, and navigate.

•Objective 1: Increase timely access to quality, safe 
care by reducing barriers associated with cost, 
location, and other factors to accessing medical care 
and social services.  

•Strategy 1A: Increase health provider capacity in 
primary and specialty care. 

•Strategy 1B: Identify and eliminate cost-associated 
barriers to care

•Strategy 1C: Increase access to existing medical and 
social service programs and resources, especially for 
underserved populations where disparities exist.

•Strategy 1D: Incorporate plans to collect and analyze 
outcome data across key demographics that will 
address health disparities.

•Objective 2: Improve healthcare quality and safety.

•Strategy 2A: Identify and address quality and safety 
challenges in healthcare facilities.

•Objective 3:  Increase the use of technology to 
increase access to care.  

•Strategy 3A: Promote the use of electronic health 
records and health information technology to improve 
patient engagement, communication, and health 
outcomes

Healthy Communities
•Goal: Create healthy community conditions

•Objective 4: Reduce exposure to environmental 
contaminants/hazards

•Strategy 4A: Promote town planning and actions for 
environmental public health issues and protect 
communities from the harmful health effects of 
exposure to hazardous substances.

•Objective 5: Reduce fatality, serious injury, and 
exposure to violence and traumatic experiences

•Strategy 5A: Reduce the incidence and disparities 
related to unintentional injuries and death from 
violence and traumatic experiences. 

•Objective 6: Increase community assets (i.e. access to 
affordable, healthy, and safe housing and living 
conditions, nutritious food, and opportunities to engage 
in active living)

•Strategy 6A: Support existing efforts to strengthen the 
food system so that all people, at all times, have 
physical, social, and economic access to sufficient, 
safe, and nutritious food which meets their dietary 
needs and food preferences for an active and 
healthy life.

•Strategy 6B: Improve awareness of and access to 
opportunities for physical activity within communities.

•Strategy 6C: Promote community planning and 
develop policies and practices that positively impact 
the community and individual health and well-being.

Healthy Living 

•Goal: Promote healthy living and well-being throughout 
the lifespan.

•Objective 7: Reduce infant and maternal mortality 
rates and eliminate disparities in birth-related 
outcomes.

•Strategy 7A: Support the recommendations and 
actions in the Nurture NJ Maternal and Infant Health 
Strategic Plan and NJHCQI Maternity Action Plan to 
reduce maternal mortality and eliminate racial 
disparities in birth outcomes.

•Objective 8: Increase preventive care and reduce 
disparities among children, adolescents, and adults.

•Strategy 8A: Increase receipt of recommended 
clinical preventive services (including screenings, 
immunizations, and annual wellness checks) and 
reduce disparities among children, adolescents, and 
adults.

•Objective 9: Decrease sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) and their complications.

•Strategy 9A: Decrease sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) and their complications by providing STI 
screening and treatment.

•Objective 10: Improve mental health and reduce 
alcohol and substance use and their complications.

•Strategy 10A: Develop comprehensive prevention, 
screening, diagnosis, and early intervention services 
for behavioral health and decrease care barriers for 
adolescents and adults.

•Strategy 10B: Improve coordination and integration 
across the continuum of care.

•Strategy 10C: Reduce the adverse health 
consequences associated with nicotine products.  
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PRIORITY SHIP OBJECTIVES BY 
TOPIC AREA

• Access to Care
• Objective 1: Increase timely access to quality, safe care by reducing barriers

• 4 strategies and 10 actions
• Objective 2: Improve healthcare quality and safety

• 1 strategy and 3 actions
• Objective 3: Increase the use of technology to increase access to care

• 1 strategy and 2 actions



PRIORITY SHIP OBJECTIVES BY 
TOPIC AREA

• Healthy Communities
• Objective 4: Reduce exposure to environmental contaminants/hazards

• 2 strategies and 5 actions
• Objective 5: Reduce fatality, serious injury, and exposure to violence and 

traumatic experiences
• 1 strategy and 2 actions

• Objective 6: Increase community assets (i.e. access to affordable, healthy, and 
safe housing and living conditions, nutritious food, and opportunities to engage 
in active living)

• 3 strategies and 6 actions



PRIORITY SHIP OBJECTIVES BY 
TOPIC AREA

• Healthy Living
• Objective 7: Reduce infant and maternal mortality rates and eliminate disparities 

in birth-related outcomes.
• 1 strategy and 3 actions

• Objective 8: Increase preventive care and reduce disparities among children, 
adolescents, and adults.

• 1 strategy and 4 actions
• Objective 9: Decrease sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and their 

complications.
• 1 strategy and 2 actions

• Objective 10: Improve mental health and reduce alcohol and substance use 
and their complications

• 3 strategies and 2 actions



TOTAL NUMBER OF SHIP PRIORITIES

Access to Care
3 objectives
5 strategies
15 actions

Healthy Communities
3 objectives
6 strategies
13 actions

Healthy Living
4 objectives
6 strategies
11 actions

Objectives = 10
Strategies = 17

Actions = 39
TOTAL:



HNJ MEMBERSHIP MANUAL



• Acronyms, Key Terms, and Definitions
• Background

• Purpose & Mission
• PHAB Reaccreditation Requirements

• Healthy NJ Team Overview
• Healthy NJ Coordinating Committee (internal/NJ DOH)
• Healthy NJ Advisory Council (HNJAC)
• Action Teams (ACTs)
• HNJ Team Membership, Commitment & Procedural Policies

• Domains, Cross-Cutting Issues, and Topic Areas 
• Milestones & Planned Activities
• Appendices

• Important URLs

• Approval and Duration



PRIOR ACTION TEAM MEMBERSHIP



Healthy New Jersey  - Access to Quality Care 
Prior Action Team 

Quality & Safety 
Sara Speer, Chair 
Eva Besserman  
Julie Kalabalik-Hoganson
Letitia Holloway-Owens
Casi Golazewski  

Health Information Technology
Karen Acker, Chair 
Barbara Gurskey 
Deepali Dave  
Mackenzie Carey 
Martin Tryka  
Nida Adil Shaik

Access to Care
Ryan Houser, Chair 
Colleen Kendrick, Co-Chair
Antonia Carbone 
Damon Koslow  
Elizabeth Hill  
Joy Melendez  
Natasha Coleman 
Naveen Mehrotra 
Renata Svincicka
Keri Logosso-Misurell

ACT Members (2020-2021) 
Bageshree Cheulkar, co-chair
Kwaku Gyekye, co-chair
Debra Wentz
Ivette Guillermo-McGahee
Jonathan Tew
Linda Schwimmer
Roger Sarao
Selina Haq
Steven Landers

2025 Strategies 
• Health provider capacity
• Barriers to care
• Access to existing medical and social service
• Data collection and analysis 
• Quality and safety challenges
• Use of electronic health records



ACT Members (2020-2021) 
•Diane Hagerman, co-chair
•Jeanne Herb, co-chair
•Regina Riccioni, co-chair
•Chris Kirk
•Elise Bremer-Nei
•Karen Alexander
•Kathleen Avitt
•Kati Angarone
•Kimberly Birdsall
•Lauren Skowronski
•Leigh Ann Von Hagen
•Memphis Madden
•Natassia Rozario
•Sherry Driber

Access to Community Services
Jackie Bavaro, Chair
Carla Clements  
Cheryl Thomas-Nduati
Julie DeSimone  
Karen Courtney  
Karen Shapiro  
Katie Bisaha  
Lauren Skowronski
Manisha Agrawal  
Melissa Feltmann  
Osa Osemwegie  
Paula Bloom  
Serena Collado

Inclusive & Just / 
Community Planning 
Joel Torres, Chair 
Andrea Malcolm
Candy Brewster  
Elyse Pivnick  
Gaetano Lardieri
Jesselly De La Cruz
Karen Shapiro  
Kety R Rosario
Maya Wahrman
Melanie McDermott

Environmental health 
Christine Schell, Chair 
Alec Ayers  
Anne Heasly  
Barbara Goun  
Donna Rendeiro
Michelle Gil

Injury & Violence 
Tracy Nerney, Chair
Anna Brown
Bretta Jacquemin
Dawn Doherty
Frank Neary
John Nardi
Kate O'Connor
Laura Cerutti
Lawrence Budnick
Rob Clawson
Stephanie Bonne
Tim Seplaki

Healthy Eating & Active Living
Tiffany Neal, Chair
Amy Faus
Ashley Costello
Brenda L Snow
Christine Parauda
Denise Lanza
Imge Uludogan
Jennifer Hopkins
Karen M. Long
Kristina Favo
Marisol Ortiz
Marla Klein
Melissa Vargas
Nicole Whittaker
Payal Arora
Uta Steinhauser

2025 Strategies 
• Environmental public health issues.
• Unintentional injuries and death from violence. 
• Strengthen the food system.
• Opportunities for physical activity.
• Community planning and health policy development

Healthy New Jersey  - Healthy Communities
Prior Action Team 



ACT Members (2020-2021) 
Alysia Mastrangelo, co-chair
Tyree Oredein, co-chair
Victoria Brogan, co-chair
Ana Lopes Johnson
Andrea Mahon
Barbara May
Carolyn DeBoer & Prachi Patel
Dave Ellis & Timothy Woody
Debbie Nazzaro
Ellen Maughan
Hannah Korn-Heiler

Family Health
Ken Fowlkes, Chair 
Elizabeth Coulter
John Nardi
Kareem Lovelace-Crump
Luther Owens
M. Theresa Daniels
Mary O’Dowd
Shelisa Foster
Tim Woody

Maternal & Infant Health
Carly Slutzky
Ellen Maughan
Genevieve Lalanne-Raymond
Julie Blumenfeld
Lisa D'Amico
Nelly Quinones
Phygenia Nimoh
Sandy Starr
Shakila Woltz-Louis

Sexually Transmitted Infections
Amelia Hamarman

2025 Strategies 
• Maternal, Infant & Family Health 
• Clinical preventive services (screenings & 

Vaccinations) 
• Sexually transmitted infections (STIs) 
• Behavioral health (mental health & substance 

use, nicotine products, and integrated health) 

Jennifer Fearon
Jessica Lipper
Joanne Rosen
Keri Logosso-Misurell
Kimberly Pierre
Linda Sloan Locke
Lisa D'Amico & Pamela Taylor
Robyn D'Oria
Sandra Grebel
Trish Suplee
Velda Font-Morris

Clinical Preventive Services
Pamela Winkler Tew, Chair
Ana Natale-Pereira
Loletha Johnson
Mouy Pan
Natasha Coleman
Pauline Thomas

Behavioral Health 
Andrea Portovedo, Co-Chair
Sreelekha Prakash, Co-Chair
Charlotte Sadashige
Christine K. Scalise
Crystal Wytenus
Debra L. Wentz
Deepali Dave
Donald Hallcom
Donna M. Lisi
Kaitlyn Mazzilli
Kevin Schroth
Rakisha Scott
Shenal Pugh
Suzanne Borys
Uta Steinhauser

Childhood Vaccination
Lia Palapanis, Chair
Erika Lobe
Jeni Sudhakaran
Jennifer Smith
Jessica Kutikov
Naveen Mehrotra
Robin Nemeroff

Healthcare integration
Kandice Cooper, Co-Chair
Natasha Moore, Co-Chair
Aaron Hajart  
Colleen Drewes 
Melissa Hernandez
Tara Chalakani
Wendy Sheay 
Yvonne Mikalopas 

Healthy New Jersey  - Healthy Living
Prior Action Team 



NEXT STEPS 

Submit Action Plans for NJ DOH 
Senior Leadership review 

Provide comments, sign 
HNJ Membership Manual 
by July 17, 2025

Action Team member 
recommendations 
by July 17, 2025



THANK YOU



CONTACT 
INFO

Healthy New Jersey website: 
healthy.nj.gov

Camilla Comer-Carrruthers 
healthy.nj@doh.nj.gov

https://healthy.nj.gov/2030/
mailto:healthy.nj@doh.nj.gov
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