
BOX 1 
The total cost of attendance at a specific institution 
before financial aid is applied. The total cost factors 
in all relevant expenses, such as tuition, fees, housing, 
supplies, etc.

BOX 2 
Merit and/or need-based grants and scholarships you 
are eligible to receive if you attend this institution. 
This funding is gifted to the student and does not 
require repayment.

BOX 3 
The out-of-pocket cost of attending this college after 
all grants and scholarships are applied from Box 2. 
This is the amount you will be responsible to pay after 
all the applicable financial aid is applied.

BOX 4 
Options to help pay for the net cost of attendance if 
your financial aid does not completely cover the cost. 
These options include federal direct loans, federal  
Parent PLUS loans, private loans, and institutional 
loans—all of which must be paid back. This section also 
includes federal work-study since the student does 
need to work in order to receive this funding.

New Jersey leads the way nationally on providing transparency for the cost of college. In fact, every New Jersey 
institution of higher education is required by law to provide a financial aid Shopping Sheet to each student for each 
year of attendance. These sheets are designed to help families compare the cost of college in a side-by-side format 
to help them understand their out-of-pocket costs. 

Contact your college’s financial aid office if you have any questions about your financial aid Shopping Sheet. It is 
important to understand this resource in order to make an informed decision about which college you will attend.

How to Read and Compare Your Financial Aid  
Shopping Sheets

For more information, visit CollegeForYou.NJ.gov
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