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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's denial of Emergency Assistance (‘EA")
benefits. Because Petitioner appealed, the matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law
for a hearing. On August 16, 2018, a plenary hearing was scheduled before the Honorable Michael
Antoniewicz, Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ").

Prior to beginning the hearing, Petitioner attended a conference with the Agency, became agitated, and
abruptly left the hearing room. See Initial Decision at 2. Petitioner did not return to the hearing room
or contact the ALJ to explain his departure. Ibid. Based on the foregoing, the ALJ found that Petitioner
had abandoned the hearing, and dismissed Petitioner's appeal. See Initial Decision at 2-3.

Exceptions to the Initial Decision were filed by Petitioner on September 7, 2018.

As the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have reviewed
the record and the ALJ's Initial Decision and hereby ADOPT the Initial Decision, and as Petitioner
abandoned his fair hearing, the Agency's action stands, and is thereby AFFIRMED.

By way of comment, Petitioner is without prejudice to reapply for EA benefits, and is advised that he
must provide the Agency with all required documentation.

By way of further comment, | have reviewed Petitioner's Exceptions and find that the arguments made
therein do not alter my decision in this matter.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED and the Agency determination is AFFIRMED.
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