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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's denial of her appiication for Emergency Assistance
("EA") benefits. Because Petitioner appealed, the matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative
Law for a hearing. A plenary hearing was scheduled for November 13, 2018, before the Honorable
Kelly J. Kirk, Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ").

On that day, Petitioner and the Agency’s representative appeared before the ALJ for a hearing. See
Initial Decision at 2. After a discussion regarding applicable regulatory authority, Petitioner declined to
go forward with a hearing on the record, and also declined to sign a form withdrawing her request for
a hearing. lbid. As a result, on November 19, 2018, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, finding that
Petitioner had abandoned the hearing, and dismissed Petitioner’s appeal with prejudice. Ibid.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have reviewed
the ALJ’s Initial Decision and the record, and | hereby ADOPT the ALJ's Initial Decision.

By way of comment, as Petitioner's appeal has been dismissed with prejudice, Petitioner is foreclosed
from filing any further appeal on this particular matter.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED. As Petitioner abandoned the appeal, the
Agency'’s action stands, and is thereby AFFIRMED.
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