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RESPONDENTS.

As Director of the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services
(DMAHS), | have reviewed the record in this matter, consisting of the Initial
Deciéion, the documents in evidence and the entire conter:ts of the OAL case
file. No exceptions to the Initial Decision were filed. Procedurally, the tim‘e.
péﬁbd for the Agency Head to render'a Fihél Agency Décision is Febrﬂary 2,

“2017"in accordance with N.J.S.A. 5214B-10, which requires an Agency Head to
adopt, reject, or modify the Initial Decision within 45 days of the agency's reéeipt,
The Initial Decision was received on December 19, 12016.

Based upon my review of the record, | hereby ADOPT the recommended

decision of the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) dismissing Petitioner's appeal
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regarding the reduction of Personal Care Assistant (PCA) hours. This matter
was transmitted to OAL on April 28, 2016 and scheduled for a hearing on July
26, 2016. On that date, the ALJ continued the matter.to be.heard as .a.status
conference in thirty days. By notice daied August 5, 2016, the parties were
advised of a telephone status conference scheduled for August 29, 20186.
Petitioner’'s representative failed to participate in the call. Thereatfter, with the
consent of both parties, the matter was rescheduled for another telephone status
conference on September 26, 2016. On September 14, 2016, a notice was sent
to the parties advising of the September 26, 2016 conference call. After
Petitioner's representative again failed fo participate in the conference call,
Respondent filed a motion to dismiss. The ALJ dismissed the appeal based
upon Petitioner’s failure to participate on multiple occasions. Since then, there
has been no correspondence from Petitioner regarding her failure to appear.
Thus, | agree with the ALJ’s dismissal of the case. See N.J.A.C. 1:1-14.4,

THEREFORE, it is on this 9\\03‘“ day of January 2017,

ORDERED:

That Initial Decision dismissing the appeal is hereby ADOPTED.

RO, U

l\/legﬁan/Davey, Director
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