Division of Addiction Services 

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Meeting Minutes

December 17, 2009

Attendance:  

· CAC members Nasar Mahmud, Catherine Rapiciano, Jon Baum and Joanne Cole (via phone conference)

· DAS Consumer Recovery Advocate/CAC Chairperson, Lisa Mojer-Torres

· DAS Staff, Alicia Meyer and Dennis Donovan

· DAS Deputy Director, Mollie Greene

· CAC Facilitator, Kathy Wiener 

Minutes: A motion to approve the November 19th, 2009 meeting minutes was made by Jon Baum and Cathy Rapiciano seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved.

CAC Chairperson Report

Lisa Mojer-Torres informed CAC members of new member status.  Currently, one candidate from the next highest scoring group of the initial application process has been identified and has expressed enthusiasm in becoming a CAC member.  Lisa is waiting to get 1 or 2 more candidates for membership before coordinating a “new member orientation/training” with Kathy Wiener.

Do CAC members want a say in the selection of new members, now or in the future?  The CAC plans to review the existing member selection criteria and consider recommending specific changes to DAS. This matter was placed on the Parking Lot for the member selection criteria to be reviewed and revised.  

Facilitator’s Report:  Kathy Wiener briefly summarized the results of November’s meeting which included the development and adoption of a CAC Member Vacancy Policy.  She reviewed December’s expected outcomes, and informed the CAC members that they are in the early stages of planning for the 1st Statewide DAS Consumer/Citizen’s Conference.

CAC Vacancy Policy
The adopted CAC Member Vacancy Policy was distributed to members for filing in their binders. 

Recovery Zone Presentation

Mollie Greene, DAS Deputy Director, presented an overview of the Recovery Oriented System of Care (see Power Point).  She touched on the meaning of “Recovery Zone” and what DAS plans to accomplish.  She suggested presenting the “Recovery Zone” policy/philosophical view and how to implement it at the Consumer/Citizen Conference.  Mollie questioned “what works” vs. “what doesn’t work”, turn Acute Care Treatment into Recovery Oriented Care and defines recovery in part as leading stable, productive lives within the community.
Consumer Conference
CAC needs to work on the following:

· Design/ shape the day

· Goals for the day

· Overview of Recovery Oriented Care

1. Parity

2. Recovery Support Services

3. Evidence Based Practices

4. Supportive Housing

5. Access to information

Homework

With the intensity of work on the “Mission”, homework is to take a fresh look at the latest draft to adopt final statement.  Also, work from the CAC September Meeting’s list of “community linkages” to develop a plan for conference outreach, etc. 
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) In looking for change, let’s not throw out the baby with the bath water

(2) We have to target what we do

(3) Combining addiction services with mental health services to strengthen 

advocacy efforts

(4) CAC Budget

(5) Describe existing continuum of care

(6) Recommendations, consistent w/ CAC mission and values

(7) What does client centered mean?

(8) Web site for consumer information and education

(9) Massachusetts Bureau of Substance Abuse Services System document

(10) Reviewing and recommending criteria for new CAC applicants

Adjournment
The meeting concluded at @11:30 P.M. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, January 21, 2010 from 9:30am-11:30pm in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
