Division of Addiction Services 

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Meeting Minutes

October 15th, 2009

Attendance:  

· CAC members Nasar Mahmud, Catherine Rapiciano, Jon Baum, Barbara Gilmore Kathleen Dennis and Joanne Cole (via phone conference)
· DAS Consumer Recovery Advocate/CAC Chairperson, Lisa Mojer-Torres

· CAC Facilitator, Kathy Wiener 

Minutes: The September 16th, 2009 Meeting minutes were moved and approved.
Facilitator’s Report:  Kathy Wiener briefly summarized the results of September’s meeting which included the CAC’s development of a draft meeting/membership policy and values statement language.  She also reviewed October’s expected outcomes. 
Meeting/Membership Policy: The council reviewed and adopted the following CAC meeting/membership policy as amended:

· The CAC will meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month;

· Meetings will last two hours, beginning at 9:30 am and ending approximately 11:30; 

· If a CAC member anticipates being absent from a meeting, the individual will contact the council;

· Conference call capacity will be allowed and members participating shall be considered present at the meeting;
· To remain in good standing members are expected to miss not more than three meetings per calendar year;
· At the discretion of the Council, a member missing more than three meetings per calendar year will be deemed to have resigned their CAC membership;
· Missing two consecutive meetings without communication with the CAC is also grounds for removal.
Mission Statement:  The CAC reviewed, discussed and made changes to the existing draft Mission Statements. 

Kathleen Dennis submitted the following additional draft:

To function individually and collectively in an advisory capacity to the Division of Addiction Services as representative voices of NJ citizen consumers – ie: those struggling with or otherwise affected by alcohol and/or other drug addictions, exists to provide input and guidance to the Division of Addiction Services in furtherance of its mission to promote the prevention and treatment of alcohol and other drug abuse disorders and support the recovery of individuals affected by the chronic disease of addiction.

Catherine Rapiciano submitted the following additional draft:

This Council exists to function in an advisory capacity with the Division of Addiction Services, and in tandem, be responsive to the inquiries and needs of NJ’s citizen/consumers.  As an advisory body, CAC strives to reach out toward those State agencies and organizations that work to provide treatment for those struggling with the disease of addiction, be it alcohol, drugs or otherwise. (We wish) to reach consensus with the Division of Addiction Services as to the regulation and funding of substance abuse services (as they presently exist), with the goal of initiating forward-looking programs and policies.  The Council believes in the priority of citizen/consumers in all areas of treatment and recovery concerning addiction.  
Values Statement
The CAC made changes to the draft Values Statement to read as follows;

The CAC believes:
· In the rights of all citizens to access and receive quality prevention, treatment, recovery and support services without stigma;

· In quality, holistic, comprehensive, affordable, client-centered treatment services within a continuum of care that recognizes the need for life long management;

· That our collective voices are integral to DAS in fulfilling its mission; and

· In informed consumer choice.
The draft Values statement will be reviewed, amended and approved at the November meeting.  
Homework
Kathleen Dennis volunteered to consolidate all the draft mission statements that have been considered thus far into one Mission Statement for the council to review, amend and adopt at the November meeting.  She will distribute it via e-amil and member will come to the November meeting prepared to discuss.

Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) In looking for change, let’s not throw out the baby with the bath water

(2) We have to target what we do

(3) Combining addiction services with mental health services to strengthen 

advocacy efforts

(4) CAC Budget

(5) Describe existing continuum of care

(6) Recommendations, consistent w/ CAC mission and values

(7)  What does client centered mean?

(8) Web site for consumer information and education

(9) Massachusetts Bureau of Substance Abuse Services System document

Adjournment
The meeting concluded at @11:30 P.M. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, November 19, 2009 from 9:30am-11:30pm in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
