Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Meeting Minutes

February 18, 2010

Attendance:  

· CAC members Nasar Mahmud, Catherine Rapiciano, Jon Baum, Kathleen Dennis, Barbara Gilmore

· DAS Consumer Recovery Advocate/CAC Chairperson, Lisa Mojer-Torres

· DAS Staff, Dennis Donovan

· CAC Facilitator, Kathy Wiener 

Minutes: A motion to approve the January 21, 2009 meeting minutes was made by Nasar Mahmud and Jon Baum seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved.

CAC Chairperson Report

Lisa Mojer-Torres pointed out that this was the 9th CAC meeting, and Kathy Wiener’s 7th meeting.  She informed CAC that the new member was not able to attend today’s meeting, but wanted to receive more information and observe a meeting before making a commitment to join the CAC. 

DAS is applying for a Federal grant to fund another recovery center. A letter of support was requested from CAC for the RFP.  Lisa composed a generic letter of support.  Jon Baum questioned if support is requested from Ocean County legislative members.  Some members were uneasy with a letter being drafted and sent out under CAC endorsement without CAC members being informed.  In the future a draft can be circulated.  A standard format letter should be considered.

Facilitator’s Report:  Kathy Wiener briefly summarized the results of January’s meeting highlighting two major items (1) CAC’s approval of their Mission Statement and (2) Raquel Jeffers attendance at the January meeting to speak about the Consumer Conference with the members. She reviewed February’s expected meeting outcomes; focusing on CAC By-Laws (completing within next several meetings) and plans for the 1st Statewide DAS Consumer/Citizen’s Conference (dialog with community).

CAC By-Laws

There is a desire to have the CAC active and visible in the community.  The CAC must have a clear sense of who and what we represent, which can be defined by the By-Laws and Mission Statement.  Kathy will help the CAC draft its by-laws using the Massachusetts BSAS by-laws as an example.  Members were also provided copies of the DAS PAC by-laws for review.  Kathy will create a draft following the BSAS format and inserting the CAC’s already approved mission statement, values statement and policies.  It will be distributed prior to the March meeting for members to review in advance and bring notes/ideas for discussion.  

The CAC discussed setting a policy to require a minimum of 5 members and that membership should be reflective of geographic location across the State (north, central and south).

A conflict of interest policy should also be included in the By-Laws along with CAC directives for the membership application and criteria for the selection of members which is an area of concern addressed at prior meetings.
Consumer Conference
Several months ago, DAS created a committee to plan a consumer conference schedule for Spring 2010 but this group has not met or made the progress hoped for by this time.  Additionally, DAS cannot commit funding right now and time is running short.  The CAC therefore discussed plans to develop a separate community linkage event, likely a smaller and less costly activity conducted in September which is Recovery Month.   Eva’s Village is up and running as a DAS-funded Recovery Center and could be a possible lead, partner or supporter  Plans for the Consumer Conference are on hold until or unless the DAS Conference Planning Committee reconvenes and finds resources to support the event.   If that occurs, the CAC expressed its continued interest to work with DAS on the event. Lisa will communicate this to Mollie & Raquel.

Homework

Review Massachusetts BSAS by-laws, develop thoughts and draft language for next meeting.

Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen 

advocacy efforts

(2) CAC Budget

(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client centered mean?

(4) What does client centered mean?

(5) Web site for consumer information and education

(6) Massachusetts Bureau of Substance Abuse Services System document

Adjournment
The meeting concluded at @11:35 am. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, March 18, 2010 from 9:30am-11:30pm in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
