Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Meeting Minutes

July 15, 2010

Attendance:  

· CAC members: Catherine Rapiciano, Kathleen Dennis, Jon Baum, Nasar Mahmud, Barbara Gilmore, Joanne Cole (via phone)
· CAC Chairperson: Lisa Mojer-Torres 

· CAC Facilitator: Kathy Wiener 

· DAS Staff: Alicia Meyer, Mollie Greene; Deputy Director of DAS 

Minutes
A motion to approve the June 17, 2010 meeting minutes was made by Jon Baum and Nasar Mahmud seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved by all.

CAC Chairperson Report

Lisa opened her report by expressing interest in getting more info on the DAS/Mental Health merger.  She recommended a “Meet & Greet” with Mental Health consumer groups, so that the CAC can be aware of Co-occurring disorder issues.  

Lisa would like to see Tunisia Crosby become a member of the CAC.  Is she eligible?  Status will depend on what By-Laws state, once finished.  Can CAC bring in new members during drafting of by-laws and/or new recommendations of Membership application?  

DAS Report

Mollie Greene explained that the DAS/Mental Health Merger took effect on paper as of July1st.  The merger process should take about 1 year to unfold, but for now it is business a usual.   DAS is convening an Advisory group (stakeholders/groups) to look at merger around the issue of Health Care Reform, different statutory authorities for DAS/DMH, question uniform regulations around mental health & substance abuse, transformation at state and federal levels.  DAS recommended that CAC be part of Advisory group.
Facilitator’s Report
Kathy reported that the CAC jumped right into reviewing/editing the By-Laws at the June 17th meeting.  She informed everyone that today’s meeting would focus on reviewing the Selection of Member Vacancies and Conflict of Interest sections of the By-Laws, and if time permits the New Membership Application.   
CAC By-Laws

The council reviewed and revised the following sections to read as follows:

Selection of Members/Vacancies

Applications for membership on the CAC shall be submitted by October 15 of each year for the membership to begin on January 1.  An ad-hoc Nominating Committee consisting of 3 members of the CAC and 2 members of DAS staff will review, screen and rank all applications and a slate of candidates will be recommended.  The slate of recommended candidates shall be submitted to CAC for approval no later than ?.  All applicants will be notified by ? of the CAC/DAS decision.
1) Any person who is a citizen of the State of New Jersey is eligible to apply for membership,

2) CAC membership shall include representation by at least one citizen of the following three regions of the State as follows:  (1) North, (2) Central, (3) Southern New Jersey,  

3) CAC membership shall include members with experience either as a consumer, provider or family member of an individual in recovery or struggling with addiction,

4) Membership shall include individuals who express interest and demonstrate commitment to the CAC Mission, Vision and Values Statement,
5) Consumers who work for DAS-funded agencies or programs and/or who serve on the Board of Directors of DAS-funded agencies are eligible for membership on the CAC; however at no time shall they exceed 49% of the current CAC membership.  There are no restrictions on the membership of consumers who also serve on other consumer advisory boards or committees, as long as those roles are voluntary and not include financial responsibilities for a program, agency or organization.

In the event that a vacancy occurs through removal, resignation or other means a new member(s) may be appointed to the CAC as follows:

· CAC will undertake necessary recruitment, application and selection activities to assure that no less than six (6) applicants are available to fill vacancies as they arise;

· Criteria for the selection of applicants will be detailed in the application;

· Nominating Committee will rank the applications of all those both meeting the application requirements and demonstrating that they are eligible to serve according to the selection criteria;

· The Nominating Committee will refer the highest ranking applicant(s) to fill a CAC vacancy(s); and
· Before being appointed, a potential new member(s) will be asked to participate in a CAC orientation, attend a CAC meeting as an observer/guest, and agree to meet the requirements of membership set forth in the CAC meeting and membership policy; 

VI. 
Conflict of Interest

All members must serve with un-conflicted loyalty to the CAC. 

All members shall disclose and declare their conflict of interest by signing a “conflict of interest” statement annually that indicates the agencies and programs for which the member works or serves on the Board of Directors.  A list of conflicts of interest for all members shall be distributed to the full membership of CAC.  In addition, all members shall verbally state their conflict of interest during meetings that include discussions or decisions on issues for which they have a conflict.  If a decision before the CAC will affect a particular service or policy for which a member has a conflict of interest, said member shall be excluded from the final vote, but may participate in the discussion as long as his/her conflict has been identified.

Members who serve on other consumer advisory boards, committees or councils are not considered to have a conflict of interest, so long as said membership is voluntary and does not involve financial responsibility for the agency, organizations or groups.
State conflicts of interest prior to discussions or votes on relevant CAC issues in accordance with the By-Laws.
Homework
Continue to review CAC draft by-laws and CAC New Member Application.
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen 

advocacy efforts

(2) CAC Budget

(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client centered mean?

(4) What does client centered mean?

(5) Web site for consumer information and education

(6) Massachusetts Bureau of Substance Abuse Services System document

Closing and Adjournment
The meeting concluded at @11:30pm. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, August 19, 2010 from 9:30am-11:30am in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
