Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Meeting Minutes

May 20, 2010

Attendance:  

· CAC members: Nasar Mahmud, Joanne Cole, Catherine Rapiciano, John Baum (via phone)
· CAC Chairperson: Lisa Mojer-Torres 

· CAC Facilitator: Kathy Wiener 

Minutes
A motion to approve the April 15, 2009 meeting minutes was made by Nasar Mahmud and Catherine Rapiciano seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved.

CAC Chairperson Report

Lisa will send executive summary of Methadone Maintenance Recovery: Lobbying vs. Advocacy to CAC members.
Facilitator’s Report
Draft By-Laws and New Member Application are still being developed.  DAS/CAC Linkage event at Eva’s Village; possible dates September 16th or 17th, 9:30-12:30 reserved for meeting space & brunch.  Parking may be a problem.  Discussion about feasibility of using Eva’s is a good start, CAC agreed to move forward with planning.  Dennis will inquire about number of people can invite to event.  
Kathy will create draft agenda and outcomes for 6/10 CAC meeting.  CAC discussed a possible tour of facility, need to plan to marketing and logistics of event.  Sub-group (planning) Kathy W., Dennis D., and Lisa M.  Nasar will volunteer if no one else is available.
CAC By-Laws

On hold for detailed recording.
Community Linkage Event
Agenda:
· DAS welcomes CAC
· Molly presents on Recovery Zone

· CAC ? / Mission Statement

· Have Applications for CAC Membership available 

· How to apply?
· Participants organized at round tables after larger groups for discussion and feedback 
· What questions would you ask?

· Questionnaire from CAC

· Catherine Rapiciano has an example from (TLC)

· Rutgers may be able to help with survey (electronically)
DAS Concerns

DAS & Division of Mental Health are merging.  Need for representation of addiction consumer as well as mental health consumer, may be overlap of services.  Merger parameters not clear.  Question commitment to wellness and recovery, consumer involvement?  CAC linking with Mental Health Council could help each other.  Mental Health Advocacy movement can benefit CAC.  Will merger affect CAC or other councils?  Mollie Greene stopped by and updated the CAC about about the pending merger.  Planning is in the early stages and will include input from consumer groups and others.  Invite Mollie and Raquel to give overview at June meeting and discuss plans for linkage event.  
Homework
Continue to review CAC draft by-laws, develop thoughts and draft language for Membership/Vacancies and Conflict of Interest sections for next meeting.  Continue to review CAC New Member Application, question qualifications for applicant in Who May Apply section.  Pay special attention – design application to match qualifications. 
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen 

advocacy efforts

(2) CAC Budget

(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client centered mean?

(4) What does client centered mean?

(5) Web site for consumer information and education

(6) Massachusetts Bureau of Substance Abuse Services System document

Closing and Adjournment
The meeting concluded at @11:30 am. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, June 10th, 2010 from 2-4pm in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
