Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

April 20, 2011
Attendance:  

· CAC Members: Jeffrey Beck, Ana Guerra, Ezra Helfand, Nasar Mahmud, JodyAnn McIntosh, Rev. Msgr. William Naughton, Dr. Marian Osborne, William Pagan and Candice Singer 
· DAS Staff: Mollie Greene, Raquel Jeffers, Dennis Donovan and Alicia Meyer

Minutes
There were no recorded minutes from the March 17th meeting, which was an orientation meeting for the second round of new CAC members.  
Welcome and Introductions:
Mollie Greene opened the meeting by recognizing the loss of Lisa Mojer-Torres, and asked for a moment of silence in her honor.  The CAC members in turn expressed their memories and thoughts about Lisa.  Dennis Donovan passed out copies of Advocacy and Medication-assisted Recovery: An Interview with Lisa Mojer-Torres, by Bill White (2007).   
This was the first meeting with all new CAC members in attendance.  Each member introduced themselves and provided some background information on themselves. 
Recovery Zone
Raquel Jeffers presented the “DAS Recovery Zone” powerpoint and facilitated discussion on the topic.  Candice Singer, from NCADD-NJ, passed out their new brochures on the “Focus on Chronic Care” and the “Focus on Recovery Support”.
Raquel asked the CAC to prioritize activities to promote “informed consumers / informed client choices” by focusing on recommendations for how to create information relevant to consumer decision-making and provide access to that information to support informed decisions about accessing services. She asked that the group focus on what outcomes or performance information would be most relevant to consumers seeking services. 
2011 Strategic Work Plan
Mollie Greene briefly presented the revised draft workplan for 2011.   The CAC’s goal in the next 2-3 months will be to refine the priorities, activities, and planned deliverables or results for the next two years, and to begin to implement this workplan within six months. The CAC needs to focus on what they can realistically accomplish as a group.  It is really important to create a deliverable product. Planning needs to include the merger of DAS and DMHS, and coordination of their respective consumer groups/organizations/advisory councils.  
Chair / Vice Chair:

The positions of Chair and Vice Chair were discussed.  Any member that is interested in serving in one or either positions is asked to submit a 1-2 paragraph statement that includes: why they are interested in holding the position, what strengths and capabilities they bring to the position, why they would like to be considered for nomination, and their availability for some additional planning and other activities between meetings (by phone and email). The CAC would like to receive petitions for these positions in the next two weeks.  Alicia will distribute them to the CAC and members will vote on these positions at the May19th meeting.

Homework: 

For May meeting, please come prepared to discuss the strategic planning priority areas and bring ideas to refine and develop the objectives.
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen advocacy efforts

(2) CAC Budget

(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client-centered mean?

(4) Web site for consumer information and education

(5) Massachusetts Bureau of Substance Abuse Services System document

Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at @11:30pm. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, May 19, 2011 from 9:30am-11:30am in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
