Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2011
Attendance:  

· CAC Members: Jeffrey Beck, Patricia DeLuca, Kathleen Dennis, Ana Guerra, Ezra Helfand, Nasar Mahmud, JodyAnn McIntosh, Rev. Msgr. William Naughton and Candice Singer
· DAS Staff: Ann Wanamaker , Dennis Donovan and Alicia Meyer

Welcome:
Nasar Mahmud opened the CAC meeting.  He informed the CAC members that Dr. Marian Osborne and Yvette Tankard have both resigned from the CAC, due to personal or work related reasons.  Alicia Meyer will send out letters, signed by the CAC Chair & Vice Chair, to Dr. Marian Osborne, Yvette Tankard, Claude Hopkins and Mary DeJoseph, acknowledging their resignations and thanking them for their time & services as a CAC member.  Due to the recent resignation of 4 CAC members, Nasar informed the CAC that they will need to start recruiting new members, having a greater focus on persons with experience either as a consumer or family member of an individual in recovery or struggling with addiction.
Minutes
A motion was made by Ezra Helfand, and seconded by Father Bill, to approve the July 21st meeting minutes.  The minutes were approved by the CAC.  
Mental Health Planning Council

Ana Guerra gave her report on the July 13th meeting and provided the CAC members with an agenda and meeting minutes from the meeting.  She also provided the CAC members with a packet of information; including the establishment of the MHPL, its membership, its role, its highlights of activities for FY 2011, and its subcommittees.  An agenda for the August 17th meeting was also distributed to the members.

Ana informed the CAC members that the Block Grant application is currently the main priority of the MHPC.  Ana will e-mail Alicia and provide her with the link to review the Block Grant Application, as well as the password to make comments.  Alicia will forward this information along to the CAC members.  The deadline for public comment is Friday, August 26th.       
CAC Sub Committees:

The By-Laws Committee will be chaired by Kathleen Dennis.  Jeffrey Beck has volunteered to be a member of this committee.  This committee needs at least on more person to be a member.

The Membership/Nominating Committee will be chaired by Ezra Helfand.  Candice Singer and Kathleen Dennis have volunteered to be members of this committee.   
2011 Strategic Work Plan
The CAC members discussed collapsing some of their priorities, so there are fewer committees and more work being done.  

Representation of CAC would include: Pamphlets/Promos, Press Releases and Surveys.
Website would include: Newsletter and Social Networking.

It was also suggested to break out into 2 types of media: Print Media and Electronic Print

Print media would encompass: Pamphlets/Promos, Press Releases and Surveys. Candice Singer volunteered to chair the Print Media Sub-Committee.  Trish Deluca, Jeffrey Beck, Father Bill and Ana Guerra will also be members of this group.

Electronic media would encompass: Website, Newsletter and Social Networking.  Ezra Helfand volunteered to chair the Electronic Media Sub-Committee.  Kathleen Dennis, Jody McIntosh, Nasar Mahmud and Will Pagan will also be members of this group.
Jeffrey Beck had volunteered to participate in pamphlet development for the CAC. He prepared a short list of brief one line statements that set forth who the CAC is, what the CAC advocates for, what the CAC believes in and the like. He distributed a copy to all persons for feedback and comment. Jeff thought this document could become a template for creation of a pamphlet about the CAC. Since one of the CAC discussed goals was involvement in other meetings, he thought it important to have some written information to distribute.

Consumer Portal Website Presentation

Pablo Albilal came to the CAC meeting, introduced himself and addressed his Statement of Work that he created for the Consumer Portal/CAC Website.  Copies of the Work plan were distributed to the CAC members in advance of the meeting.  Ezra Helfand is the Chair of the Electronic Media Sub-Committee and will be the point of contact for Pablo.  There were some questions raised about electronic/media restrictions/rules to dictate how information gets put on the website…what information they can provide…how creative can the CAC be?  Pablo will forward Ezra an outline of the suggestions/agreements that were made at today’s meeting.  The Website group will break out and meet during the CAC meetings, or hold conference calls if necessary.   
Homework: 

Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen advocacy efforts – Representative at Mental Health Planning Council.
(2) CAC Budget – ask state for money; be specific, what do you need it for?
(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client-centered mean? - will get into during action steps of CAC priorities.
(4) Web site for consumer information and education – take off, move into priority #1.
Announcements:
Dennis Donovan is helping to plan/coordinate the Recovery Walk on September 24th.  Pro Act is the sponsor for the walk and it will take place in Philadelphia.  NJPN is providing transportation (buses) to the event.  He will provide the information to Alicia and she will forward it to the CAC members.  

Ezra Helfand informed the CAC members that the 20th Annual Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Summit is being held on Friday, September 9th, at the Hyatt Regency in Princeton, from 8 am to 2 pm.
Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at @11:30. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, September 15th from 9:30am-11:30am in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
