Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

December 15, 2011
Attendance 

· CAC Members: Jeffrey Beck, Patricia DeLuca, Ana Guerra, Nasar Mahmud, Rev. Msgr. William Naughton, Candice Singer and Charles Stewart
· DMHAS Staff: Mollie, Greene, Ann Wanamaker, Dennis Donovan and Alicia Meyer
· Guest Presenter: Marie Verna - University Behavioral Healthcare Behavioral Research and Training Institute

Welcome
Nasar Mahmud opened the CAC meeting and welcomed the members.  He welcomed the guest presenter Marie Verna from the University Behavioral Healthcare Behavioral Research and Training Institute.  Nasar asked that the CAC members introduce themselves to Marie.
Minutes
A motion was made by Patricia, and seconded by Charles, to approve the November 17th meeting minutes.  The minutes were approved by the CAC.  
Mental Health Planning Council

MHP Council Summary 1/11/12
         Suzanne Borys will be attending MHPC meetings monthly.
         The Comprehensive Waiver update:  
o   In response to this application, State received 200 questions.  Mollie and company are looking into this.
         DMHAS Organizational Chart:
Presented by Vicki Fresolone (in packet with minutes).  
o   Writer inquired about the transition of Adolescent Services to PerformCare.  Vicki noted they have pushed back the target date for this to facilitate the planning and implementation of this.
         Review of Consumer Surveys:
o   Presented by Mark Kruszczynski and Geri Dietrich (copy given to Alicia for distribution at next meeting).  
o   Geri also presented brief summary of DCBHS survey.  One finding:  819 out of 893 responses indicated that there was no new involvement in JJC.
o   Geri will provide an update about Adolescent Services in the future.
         Phil Lubitz noted MHPC’s recruitment efforts face same dilemma as CAC because some members serve dual/triple roles (i.e. consumer and provider).   
Ana Guerra informed the CAC that due to personal and work related issues, she cannot attend all the Mental Health Planning Committee meetings; and needs an alternate immediately.  
Guest Presenter

Marie Verna, from the University Behavioral Healthcare, Behavioral Research and Training Institute, informed the CAC that their Consumer Advisory Committee on Education and Training (CACET) is looking for people who are managing mental health issues and co-occuring substance issues to provide input on trainings we develop for the DMHAS-funded workforce.  They are looking for primary consumers, i.e., not family/loved ones or providers to participate.  The group meets quarterly in Piscataway, NJ.  Jeff Beck and Candace Singer expressed interest, and Marie will follow up with those people, as well as other ideas the group recommended.
CAC Subcommittees
It was suggested and recommended that the By-laws committee (Kathleen, Will and Jeff) address the issue of open enrollment for new members.  There is an application that was received after the October 17th deadline.  The CAC does not want this applicant to lose interest.
CAC Work Groups
The Electronic media and Print media met in separate groups to continue their work as Sub-committees to the CAC.
Electronic media:
Ann Wanamaker presented the basics for the electronic literacy project; reinforced goals, explained initial design for electronic HELP (Health and Education Literacy Project), which will address access and resources.  Pablo defined health literacy for consideration, works with both electronic and print media.  Charles reported out on the workgroups homework.  Items include design & colors, etc. Group needs to define their target population.  Questions will be distributed to workgroup members for discussion next meeting.
Print media:

Candice Singer reported that the Print media committee reviewed the pamphlet and will make changes and send final product to Alicia.  Jeff will send completed letter to Alicia for distribution.

Budget Planning
Some examples of what the CAC needs a budget for are: paper, envelopes, stamps.  Bring budget need for discussion at the next meeting.  
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen advocacy efforts – Representative at Mental Health Planning Council and at the PAC
(2) CAC Budget – ask state for money; be specific, what do you need it for?
(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client-centered mean? - will get into during action steps of CAC priorities.
(4) Electronic Health Literacy for consumers: information and education – take off, move into priority #1.
Announcements
It was suggested to have the CAC meeting extended by a half hour, starting at 9:15 and ending at 11:45.  This will be discussed at the January 19th meeting.
Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at @11:30. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, January 19th from 9:30am-11:30am in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
