Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

November 17, 2011
Attendance:  

· CAC Members: Patricia DeLuca, Kathleen Dennis, Kathleen Dobbs, Ana Guerra, Ezra Helfand, Dennis Lee, Nasar Mahmud, JodyAnn McIntosh, Rev. Msgr. William Naughton, William Pagan, Debbie Riscica and Charles Stewart
· DMHAS Staff: Mollie, Greene, Ann Wanamaker, Dennis Donovan and Alicia Meyer
· Guest Presenter: Margaret Molnar; DMHAS Staff
Welcome:
Nasar Mahmud opened the CAC meeting and welcomed the members.  Nasar also welcomed the new CAC members that were in attendance at the meeting; Kathleen Dobbs, Dennis Lee and Debbie Riscica.  Everyone went around the room and introduced themselves.  
Minutes
A motion was made by Will, and seconded by Father Bill, to approve the October 20th meeting minutes.  The minutes were approved by the CAC.  
Mental Health Planning Council

Jeff Beck attended the October 12th meeting for Ana Guerra.  He was not able to attend today’s meeting but sent in his report.  Alicia made copies and distributed it to the members.
The Mental Health Planning Board reviewed the reports that have to be filed as the Adult Implementation Review and Child Implementation Report Review. Both of these reviews were in draft form and will be available on the Mental Health Planning Council web site after December 1, 2011. The vast majority of outcome goals were met. A few were minimally short, the two categories reflecting less than 90% of goals were percentage of ethnic minorities getting service ( goal was 45%, previous year was 39%) and outreach to homeless. There was some discussion about what Council members wanted presentations on in next year. Overall this meeting was a review and a preview of the year end reports, I would suggest interested persons go the web site to review the finalized reports.
Sports Betting Report 

Jeff Beck also provided a written report on the recent changes in Sports Betting in NJ.  He is willing to discuss and answer any questions at the next meeting.
 On November 8 New Jersey voters approved a referendum to allow sports betting at Atlantic City casinos and existing and old racetracks by a 2 to 1 margin. . Currently there is federal legislation (PASPA- Professional & Amateur Sports Protection Act) which bans sports gambling. There was a window of opportunity for New Jersey to exempt itself from this law, it did not do so. Presently only four states permit some form of sports betting: Nevada, Delaware, Oregon and Montana. Senator Lezniak had filed a lawsuit seeking to invalidate PASPA but the Court dismissed it for lack of standing. He hopes to use the referendum vote to establish that New Jersey citizens want sports betting and will seek to overturn PASPA. Senator Lesniak has submitted a Bill entitled "An act permitting wagering at casinos at racetracks on the results of certain professional or collegiate sports or athletic events, supplementing Title 5 of the revised statutes and amending P.L. 1977,c.10(C:5:12-1 et seq,)    Governor Christie has indicated he will sign this bill if passed by the Legislature. , I would suspect it will be prior to January 12, 2012. The Council on Compulsive Gambling of New jersey, while neutral on all gambling bills, will be closely working with Senator Lesniak to make sure that the bill provides protection for compulsive gamblers and provides additional money for public awareness, prevention, research and treatment for problem gambling   The Council goal is to advocate for compulsive gamblers and ensure adequate services are available. New forms of gambling generally result in more gamblers and thus more problem and compulsive gamblers and it is thus appropriate to direct additional moneys towards these necessary services.
 

I would expect a challenge to be PAPSA be heard at some point in 2012. The proponents of sports betting claim that $800 million in additional revenue will be generated and more than $10 billion will be wagered. Proponents hope to have sports gambling by the beginning of the 2012 NFL season.  What should be pointed out is that the vote does not bring sports gambling to New Jersey, the federal ban must be overturned prior to that taking place. 
 
Temporary Employer Services (TES) Position available
Margaret Molnar from the Office of the Consumer Advocate spoke to the CAC and informed them of a new position that was available.  She provided the CAC members with the application for them to fill out.  CAC members had a chance to ask questions if they had any.
CAC Work Groups:

The Electronic media and Print media met in separate groups to continue their work as Sub-committees to the CAC.
Electronic media:
Ezra Helfand reported on the groups break out meeting: committee members are making progress on design and content of the electronic health literacy project
Print media:

Trish Deluca reported on the groups break out meeting: Committee continues to review and revise suggested changes to the brochure. 

Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen advocacy efforts – Representative at Mental Health Planning Council and at the PAC
(2) CAC Budget – ask state for money; be specific, what do you need it for?
(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client-centered mean? - will get into during action steps of CAC priorities.
(4) Electronic Health Literacy for consumers: information and education – take off, move into priority #1.
Announcements:
On Tuesday, December 6, A&E Network and The Partnership at Drugfree.org will host an Intervention Town Hall Meeting at the Newark Museum.  A&E has organized Intervention Town Hall Meetings in cities across the country to bring together diverse communities affected by the devastating effects of drug and alcohol addiction. They would be honored if members of the Citizens Advisory Council would attend this special event to help shine a spotlight on the enormous social, economic and environmental costs of addiction in the community.   The event will feature an interactive panel discussion including Donna Chavous, one of the trained interventionists from the award-winning A&E series, Intervention along with local law enforcement officials, drug court representatives, and those who are dealing with addiction and recovery first-hand. Invited guests will include people in recovery and their families, high school students, and experts in the field of addiction and recovery.  
Please let Dennis Donovan or Alicia Meyer know if you are interested in attending.
Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at @11:30. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, December 15th from 9:30am-11:30am in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
