Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2011
Attendance:  

· CAC Members: Jeffrey Beck, Patricia DeLuca, Kathleen Dennis, Ana Guerra, Ezra Helfand, Nasar Mahmud, JodyAnn McIntosh (via phone), Rev. Msgr. William Naughton, William Pagan and Candice Singer
· DAS Staff: Mollie Greene, Dennis Donovan and Alicia Meyer

Welcome:
Nasar Mahmud opened the CAC meeting.  He informed the CAC members that Charles Stewart will be absent during the September and October meetings, due to work training, but will return for the November and December meetings.  Alicia Meyer will send Charles Stewart a letter written by Nasar and Mollie, signed by the CAC Chair & Vice Chair, addressing the CAC attendance policy and to confirm his continuation with the CAC. 

Nasar informed the CAC that the New Membership application was posted to the DAS website on September 13th.   He asked the each CAC member send the application to all of their personal/professional contacts.  He expressed the need for the CAC to start recruiting new members, having a greater focus on persons with experience either as a consumer or family member of an individual in recovery or struggling with addiction.
Minutes
A motion was made by Father Bill, and seconded by Jeffrey Beck, to approve the August 18th meeting minutes.  The minutes were approved by the CAC.  
Mental Health Planning Council

Ana Guerra gave her report on the September 14th meeting and provided the CAC members with the agenda and she also gave them the meeting minutes from the August 17th meeting. 

On 9/14/11, the MHP Council reported that the Block Grant will be reviewed in November.  The Implementation Report is due 12/1/10.  They are in the process of creating a COD subcommittee.  DVRS staff presented information about their services.  They noted that they are working closely with Mollie Greene from DMHAS in reviewing policies regarding substance abuse issues.  According to DVRS, "a small percentage" of individuals with COD seek out services.  They encourage programs to address this population as well as criminal justice and veterans.  DVRS further indicated that vocational services were addressed in the Block Grant. The joint block grant prioritized the following issues as noted in MHP minutes of 8/17/11:  

· access to mental health services in the community for adults 

· access to community based mental health services in the community for children, youth and young adults         

· intravenous drug users 

· supportive housing 

· intoxicated drivers 

· supported employment 

· intensive family support services 

· in-State community based specialty services for children, youth and young adults        
Nasar recommended that the CAC write a letter of support for the Block Grant Application.  It was decided that Ana and Will Pagan would draft a letter from the CAC, and submit for the CAC to review.
CAC Sub Committees:

William Pagan volunteered to be the 3rd member of the By-Laws Committee.  
2011 Strategic Work Plan
The Electronic media and Print media met in separate groups to begin there work as Sub-committees to the CAC.  Ana Guerra asked to be switched from Print media to Electronic media.
Electronic media:
Ezra reported on the groups break out meeting:

The Website Committee met to discuss the Website Development Plan as submitted August 20, 2011. Committee members made suggested changes to the Plan and same will be discussed by the Committee at the next monthly meeting. Additional comments and questions raised by the Committee will await the return of Workgroup facilitator Pablo Albilal.

Print media:

Trish reported on the groups break out meeting:

The Print Media Committee met to discuss the ability for the CAC print to reach providers and consumers alike. Candice S. noted that she had (through her work website, etc) access to master lists of treatment providers, etc. It was agreed that the introduction of the CAC and our mission would be a good starting point. To that end, Candice volunteered to write a draft letter that would be sent to providers and to facilities to begin building a stronger sense of who the CAC is, what our mission is, what we are attempting to do, and how we plan to do this. In accord with the website development, the initial communication, it is agreed, should be focused on who we are,  how to get involved, WHY get involved, etc.
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen advocacy efforts – Representative at Mental Health Planning Council.
(2) CAC Budget – ask state for money; be specific, what do you need it for?
(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client-centered mean? - will get into during action steps of CAC priorities.
(4) Web site for consumer information and education – take off, move into priority #1.
Announcements:
Dennis Donovan informed the CAC that The Division (DMHAS) has planned an awareness breakfast event for staff to attend on Friday, September 23rd from 10-12 to be held at DHS, 1st Floor conference rooms A&B.  They have invited members of the addictions community and recovery advocates to share their recovery journeys.  DAS is looking for 2 CAC members to attend this recovery event.  Jeffrey Beck, Candice Singer and Trish DeLuca volunteered to attend the event.
Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at @11:30. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, October 20th from 9:30am-11:30am in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
