[image: image1.emf]

Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

April 19th 2012
Attendance 

· CAC Members: Jeffrey Beck, Kathleen Dennis, Donna DeStefano, Kathleen Dobbs, Ana Guerra, Ezra Helfand, Dennis Lee, Nasar Mahmud, Rev. Msgr. William Naughton, Charles Stewart
· Phone in:  JodyAnn McIntosh
· DMHAS Staff: Devin Fox, Dr. Don Hallcom, Ann Wanamaker, Dennis Donovan, Karen Clark, Alicia Meyer
Welcome and Introductions
· Nasar Mahmud opened the CAC meeting and welcomed the members.  Facilitates the welcoming of Devin Fox (Recovery Advocate), Dr. Donald Hallcom and Karen Clark.
· The Chairperson noted the continued absence and lack of communication from CAC member, Crystal Gall, and directed that the usual warning letter be sent reminding her of the bylaws limiting the number of unexcused absences.
· The Chairperson inquired if the Bylaws had been updated and was informed by Ms. Wanamaker that there had been an update and it was requested to send a copy to the members.

· Conversation started regarding the transition of responsibilities from the Alicia to Devin and Karen
· Travel Vouchers – Tabled until Dennis was present – Dennis outlined the newest responsibilities for the travel vouchers.  Each CAC member will fill out their own vouchers and submit them to Devin.  

· All e-mails to the Division should now be directed  to Devin at  devin.fox@dhs.state.nj.us 
· Devin will contact the appropriate staff or CAC members
Approval of March Minutes
Ezra Helfand made a motion to approve the minutes.  Jeffrey Beck seconded the motion.  Unanimously passed by the CAC
Mental Health Planning Council

Ana Guerra reported to the Council regarding the Mental Health Planning Committee meeting
· Ana requested an alternate from the CAC to attend the MHPC meetings

· MHPC:
· Reviewed block grant

· Presentation by Alice Garcie from JJC

· Ana to forward PowerPoint for distribution
Strategic Priorities Discussion
· Some members present requested a clarification of  the role of the Council.
· Devin and Ann discuss the group nominal process.  Provide the CAC’s past work regarding their priorities

· Ezra suggested focus on newsletter, procedures and building relationships

· Kathleen Dobbs spoke of the importance of advocacy and linkages with the community

· Ezra suggested that 3rd workgroup would be helpful

· Kathleen Dennis expressed the wish to reserve more time for the workgroups and everyone agreed to this suggestion.

· Kathleen Dobbs makes a motion for a 3rd “advocacy” committee to be formed to focus on the CAC priority of having a presence within the state.

· Dennis Lee seconded Kathleen’s motion

· Donna DeStefano expressed her interest in belonging to the newly formed workgroup.

Motion made by Kathleen Dobbs for 3rd Workgroup. Seconded by Dennis Lee. Approved by members
CAC Budget
· Review of the budget draft

· Document identified as not requesting enough funding

· Ezra recommended sending the proposed ideas to Devin
· Ana requested CAC identify other items to add

· Ann Wanamaker will find guide re: budget items

· Ana requests Devin to send a reminder to the CAC

Presentation – “Pay for Performance Pilot with Drug court Providers in  New Jersey”
Suzanne Borys

· Different projects offered incentives

· Ana asked what changes were made to ensure client retention

· Dennis Lee asked about clinical outcomes

· Suzanne indicated this is available

· Via Performance reports by DMHAS on the Division Website
Breakout into Workgroups
· PRINT MEDIA
· Jeffrey Beck reported out on the Print Workgroup
· Distribute CAC flyer to Tx agencies
· Discussed funding for the distribution of the flyer
· Possibility raised to e-mail the flyer and send via regular mail (snail mail)
· Motion made by Ezra to print and distribute the CAC flyer to the Tx providers of NJ.  Charles Stewart seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous decision. 

· Requested that Devin work with Pablo on the CAC portion of the newsletter
· ELECTRONIC MEDIA

· Ezra reported out that the electronic media workgroup will be meeting at NCADD in East Brunswick, NJ
· 1. Electronic media will tackle the name for the website portal
· 2. Provide web based links as the primary portal
· What is addiction?
· Special populations
· Separate section for the Division
· ADVOCACY

· Dennis reported that the advocacy workgroup has begun to discuss having 3 linkage events in each section of NJ.  North, South and Central.
· The first even could happen during this year’s Recovery Month or shortly after
Motions recap
· Ezra Helfand made a motion to approve the minutes.  Jeffrey Beck seconded the motion.  Unanimously passed by the CAC

· Motion made by Kathleen Dobbs for 3rd Workgroup. Seconded by Dennis Lee. The motion passed by unanimous decision.
· Motion made by Ezra to print and distribute the CAC flyer to the Tx providers of NJ.  Charles Stewart seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous decision.
Old Business
· Distribution of CAC flyer – How will it be distributed? Would print media be able to provide direction for the CAC?
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Holding meeting at Eva’s Village location for opportunity to see “Recovery Center”. 

Announcements
The council by acclimation expressed their thanks to Alicia Meyer for her past good services.
Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at 11:45. The next meeting of the DMHAS CAC will be held on Thursday, May 17th, 2011 from 9:15am-11:45am in the Large Conference Room at DMHAS.
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