Division of Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

January 19, 2012
Attendance 

· CAC Members: Jeffrey Beck, Kathleen Dennis, Kathleen Dobbs, Ana Guerra, Ezra Helfand, Nasar Mahmud, JodyAnn McIntosh, Rev. Msgr. William Naughton, William Pagan, Debbie Riscica, Candice Singer and Charles Stewart
· DMHAS Staff: Ann Wanamaker, Dennis Donovan and Alicia Meyer
· Guest Presenter: Michael Santillo and Kristina Erust, Eva’s Village Recovery Center
Welcome
Nasar Mahmud opened the CAC meeting and welcomed the members.  He informed the CAC that it was approved for the CAC to have a logo, as long as the logo is placed on the Department letterhead.

There was discussion about extending the CAC meeting by a ½ hour.  It was suggested to start the meeting at 9:15 and end the meeting at 11:45.  Jeff motioned to extend the meeting and Will seconded, the motion was approved.  February’s meeting will start the new meeting hours. 
Nasar welcomed the guest presenter Michael Santillo and Kristina Erust from Eva’s Village Recovery Center. Nasar asked that the CAC members introduce themselves to Michael and Kristina.
Minutes
The December 15th meeting minutes were approved unanimously by the CAC.  
Father Bill pointed out that the date on the agenda needed to be changed from January 19, 2011 to January 19, 2012.  Alicia will make the necessary change.
Mental Health Planning Council

MHP Council Summary 1/11/12
Ana Guerra reminded the CAC that she needs a replacement for the Mental Health Planning Committee.  Kathleen Dobbs volunteered to be the new CAC representative at the Mental Health Planning Committee.  Ana will now be the alternate representative, and will provide Kathleen with the February meeting information.
Guest Presenter

Mike Santillo from Eva’s Village gave a power point presentation on Implementing On-Demand Recovery Oriented System of Care.  Mike will forward the power point to Alicia so she can distribute to the CAC members.
It was announced that there is an RFP to create another Recovery Center, similar to Eva’s Village.  The bidder’s conference is on February 25th.  

CAC Subcommittees
The By-Laws committee met before the CAC meeting.  They reviewed option possibilities of enhancements to the By-Laws as it relates to the off cycle new CAC candidate enrollment process, which is currently under review.  Kathleen provided the CAC a high level orientation of the By-Law sections requiring revisions and the reasons why.

The By-Law committee will formally present revision recommendations for the CAC to consider for approval and implementation.

A motion was made by Kathleen Dennis, and Father Bill seconded, to forward the one application that was received late during the application process back in November to the New Membership/Nominating committee for their review.  Alicia made copies of the application, along with the score sheet, and distributed them to the committee members (Ezra, Kathleen Dennis, Candice, Ann and Dennis) for their review.  They will provide Alicia with their scores, and Alicia will tabulate.
CAC Work Groups
The Electronic media and Print media met in separate groups to continue their work as Sub-committees to the CAC.
Electronic media:
The Electronic Media Committee reviewed preliminary website layout for the new CAC web portal titled H.E.L.P – Health, Education, and Literacy Project, presented by Ann Wanamaker. Members of the Committee commented on the initial design and provided initial feedback to Ms. Wanamaker. Committee members were asked to review a New Zealand website that may contain elements the committee may wish to consider. Members were urged to browse the Web and identify other web sites that might be of interest to Committee members.

Print media: Candice Singer reported that the Print Media Committee went over the CAC pamphlet and there were some edits made. They also discussed the letter that is to be sent to treatment providers introducing the CAC and asking them to give the surveys to clients.

Budget Planning
Some examples of what the CAC needs a budget for are: paper, envelopes, and stamps.  Bring budget need for discussion at the next meeting.  
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen advocacy efforts – Representative at Mental Health Planning Council and at the PAC
(2) CAC Budget – ask state for money; be specific, what do you need it for?
(3) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client-centered mean? - will get into during action steps of CAC priorities.
(4) Electronic Health Literacy for consumers: information and education – take off, move into priority #1.
Announcements
On Tuesday, December 6th A&E Intervention hosted a Town Hall Meeting in Newark.  The following CAC members were present Ana Guerra, William Pagan, Jeff Beck and Charles Stewart.
Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at @11:30. The next meeting of the DAS CAC will be held on Thursday, February 16th from 9:15am-11:45am in the Large Conference Room at DAS.
