Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services

Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

March 15, 2012
Attendance 

· CAC Members: Jeffrey Beck, Trish DeLuca, Donna DeStefano, Ezra Helfand,  Nasar Mahmud, William Pagan, Debbie Riscica, Charles Stewart, Kathleen Dobbs, Candace Singer
· Phone in:  Ana Guerra
· DMHAS Staff: Ann Wanamaker and Dennis Donovan
Welcome
Nasar Mahmud opened the CAC meeting and welcomed the members.  Nasar reported that the Assistant Commissioner Lynn Kovich will attend the June 21 meeting of the CAC.   
Minutes
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Will Pagan and Debbie Riscica seconded the motion.  The February 2012 meeting minutes were approved unanimously by the CAC.  
Mental Health Planning Council

Ana Guerra reported to the Council via conference call. 
· Chairman Phil Lubitz announced a hearing about the closing of Hagedorn Psychiatric Hospital will be held on 3/19/12 at the Hunterdon County Complex in Flemington from 1-4PM.  More info is on the State website.  

·  In recognition of National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week (May 6-12/12), Family Support Organizations are looking to partner with agencies statewide to support this event.  

· Phil Lubitz provided an update about the MBHO Subcommittees.  The four subcommittees that serve the Steering Committee include the following:

· Access - addresses barriers to treatment and consumer choice 

· Clinical - focuses on treatment issues along the continuum of care as well as transitions from one level of care to another or to another treatment provider.  Ana participates on this group.  

· Fiscal - considers the simplification of procedures in the transition to a fee-for-service system, rates rebalancing and provider reimbursement and incentives for integrated services.    

· Outcomes - identifies quality standards and methods of program/system evaluation, including consumer feedback.
Each group will submit final recommendations by 3/23.  Mollie Greene will compile all the data for an overall final report for Steering Committee review on 3/30.  The State has contracted with Mercer Associates to provide technical assistance. 

Assistant Commissioner Lynn Kovich - joined the meeting and gave this report.  
· The Governor’s proposed budget shows he is committed to social safety.  
· The Assistant Commissioner is a direct report to Commissioner Velez.  

· All children/adolescent services will move to DCF’s DCBHS by January 2013.  

Suzanne Borys provided a presentation titled, “Pay for Performance Pilot with Drug Court Providers in New Jersey”. 
CAC Discussion:

Candace Singer requested that Suzanne Borys provide the same presentation to the CAC.   

Kathleen Dobbs cannot attend MHPC meetings.  Donna DeStefano will consider representing CAC at this meeting and will get back to Ana Guerra.    

Request from Opioid Treatment Provider Disaster Planning  (OTP DP) Committee
Ann Wanamaker presented information regarding the Guest and Emergency Medication System (GEMS) pilot.  The OTP DP Committee is developing a document for consumers to take with them when they consider consent to participate in the GEMS.   The OTP  DP Committee requested that the CAC review this document and comment to make it more “consumer friendly”.   
After discussion, it was decided members could send their comments directly to Ann.  Ann thanked the committee for their valuable input.  Comments can be received anytime before April 15.
CAC Budget
Nasar Mahmud suggested tabling the discussion regarding the budget to provide more time on the agenda and to allow members to think about the budget items.  There was much interest in continuing the discussion and suggestions were made to consider items such as:   travel expenses for outside meetings, fees for conferences, etc.  Trish DeLuca offered to develop a draft budget for council members review.  She asked that members send any feedback and items to her and she will include them in the draft.  Nasar volunteered Will to assist Trish in the development process.  Ezra Helfand recommended that all members get their suggestions to Trish within a week.  
CAC Logo

The CAC discussed the nine logo choices.  Debbie Riscica recommended that the apostrophe be placed in the proper place after the “s”  in the word “Citizens”.   Discussion ensued regarding the color of the logo.  Trish made a motion to vote that the logo should be the same color of the purple in the flyer.  Candace Singer seconded.  
Council voted to accept “logo #8” using the same color purple, but adding dark and light options.  Candace Singer agreed to provide Nasar Mahmud with suggestions for artist to send to Council for review.   
Nasar Mahmud began discussion regarding payment for the logo, and members expressed concerns.  Will Pagan emphasized the importance of pre-planning when making decisions regarding expenditures and recommended the identification of internal volunteers to keep costs down should be the first option.  Jeff Beck stated that the Council should be careful about expenditures and that no-cost options are best.  It was decided that color would be added to the logo using no-cost options. 
CAC Flyer
Debbie Riscica pointed out that the flyer had the same typo on the back page regarding the apostrophe in the name of the Council.  Jeff Beck made a motion to approve the flyer and it was seconded by Candace Singer.  The document will have one more proofread and Ezra Helfand will make the changes and add the logo to the flyer.   Discussion ensued about the identifying the location and time of the meeting to the general public on the flyer.  Ezra Helfand suggested it remain on the flyer to provide education and recruitment.   Council voted and approved the flyer.   
Strategic Priorities Discussion
Due to time constraints, this discussion was postponed to the next meeting.  
CAC Work Groups
The Electronic media and Print media workgroups met separately and reconvened with the following reports:
Print Media

Candice Singer reported that once clerical changes on the flyer are made it will be ready for release. The committee is prepared to formulate a letter of introduction of the CAC.  This will be sent to provider programs throughout the state, with a copy of the flyer and a request to post the flyer in a public area within the agency. 
Candice Singer also reported that the committee is looking to draft a letter to be attached to a survey prepared by this committee. The committee would like to solicit opinions from all consumers being discharged from treatment. The committee would like program staff to supply a copy of the survey to every consumer who completes or is being discharged from treatment along with a stamped self-addressed envelope so that the completed survey can be returned to the CAC.
Electronic Media
Ezra Helfand reported that their committee is trying to identify primary links for the website. They will be using SAMSHA as a primary link. Once they identify additional links they will move forward with design ideas.
Old Business

Ezra Helfand brought to CAC‘s attention the “Proposed changes to the CAC bi-laws” which were reviewed by present members, discussion was waived and Nasar Mahmud moved for a vote – the proposed changes were adopted.  
Parking Lot Issues & Ideas
(1) Partnering addiction services with mental health services to strengthen advocacy efforts – Representative at Mental Health Planning Council and at the PAC.
(2) Describe existing continuum of care, what does client-centered mean? - will get into during action steps of CAC priorities.
(3) Holding meeting at Eva’s Village location for opportunity to see “Recovery Center”. 

Announcements
No formal announcements

Closing and Adjournment

The meeting concluded at 11:45. The next meeting of the DMHAS CAC will be held on Thursday, April 19, 2011 from 9:15am-11:45am in the Large Conference Room at DMHAS.
PAGE  
2

