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Welcome and Introductions

Rich Bowe called the meeting to order.  All members introduced themselves.  

Acting Director Raquel Mazon Jeffers welcomed everyone.

Review of January minutes

Review of minutes approved

Officer Elections Information

Rich explained election information, he stated it had to be done in the 1st quarter and elections will be set for March 2007.

Raquel stated that nominations can be taken from the floor at any time.  Roberto Flecha nominated himself for the PAC chair.

Rich stated that he and Joanne Furze are the only ones left of the Executive Committee.

Fran Miceli read the slate of current nominees

Acting Director’s Report
Raquel talked about client-centered treatment and recovery oriented care.  Raquel shared a story about what client centered treatment meant to her.  She gave an overview of an experience she had in 2004 while working in El Salvador.

Raquel stated we, as a field, need to get back to the simple process of asking questions and listening to the clients.

Ernestine Winfrey talked about an experience she had in the early 1990’s in Guatemala.

Dave Kerr talked about Newark and how Newark is an example of our need to work out side of the box.

Raquel introduced Suzanne Borys who gave a presentation “Promoting a Client Centered Recovery Oriented System of Care”.

Raquel stated this is just a 1st meeting to introduce a concept.  She said it’s the very beginning of a conversation.

Fran Miceli stated that we all have a vision about client directed care.

Discussion included:

John Hulick’s recommendation that we begin looking at the Wellbriety Model and Dave Kerr’s suggestion that the integration of systems is still a problem in our field.

Raquel introduced Lisa Torres who gave a presentation. 

Lisa stressed that much of what we are doing is being borrowed from the Mental Health field.  She urged everyone to recognize that clients need choices as long as they not impede their health.  Lisa stated that funding is now getting in line with client-centered care and emphasized our need for tolerance and respect for client choice.  She advised that using this model can be a risk management perk.  There was discussion focusing on client-centered decision making to include base line information and education.  There are 4 aspects of client choice:  competence, baseline of minimal information, de-stigmatization, and role of coercion.
John Hulick said we must be flexible and adaptable.

There was discussion about Drug Court and that they are beginning to look at this system as well.

Phil Horowitz stated that there must be equal focus on client choice and workforce development for the counselor for this to work

Steve Liga added that the recovery oriented model means that we need case management  services across the continuum.  
Raquel once again stated the need to focus on Competence, Baseline Information, Destigmatization, and coercion vs. choice

Raquel commented on the energy in the room.

Raquel introduced the next presenter Tony Comerford

Tony reviewed the history behind the Client Directed Outcome Informed project supported by a Robert Wood Johnson Health Initiatives grant that was awarded to an NCADD-NJ/New Hope Foundation collaboration.  He discussed outcomes from previous studies, early outcomes from the project and what they might suggest for the state’s moving forward in its support for more client centered care and improved outcomes.

After Tony’s presentation there was group discussion pertaining to what we need to provide “Client Centered Treatment”.

Raquel announced that we did not assign a specific subcommittee to Client Centered Treatment because it needs to be part of all sub committees  She suggested at the beginning of each subcommittee that we ask the question,  “What does this mean to this sub-committe?”

Raquel advised that our next meeting will be focused on “housing first.”

She discussed that two of the subcommittees had meetings and the 1st co-occurring meeting will be on March 12, 2007, at 1:00 pm at DAS.  She invited anyone who is not on a committee to join.

Raquel announced the new Acting Commissioner Jennifer Velez.  She gave a brief overview stating, “We are in excellent hands”.

Raquel advised the committee that there will be an HBO special “The Science of Substance Abuse” on March 15, 2007.  She is working with Jennifer Velez and Lisa Torres to have this viewed by the Legislature and the Governor.

Raquel announced that she has scheduled provider meetings for March 6, and March 7, 2007.  She stated she will be talking about NOMS, client centered recovery oriented care, and making general announcements.

Raquel announced that Fran Miceli would be retiring at the end of this month.  She stated that she will be posting the position and is planning a National Search to fill Fran’s position.

Rich Bowe announced that OFR will be providing 6-hour workshops on Nicotine.  The dates of the training are April 13, 14, and 21.  They will be in Plainfield.

Raquel announced that she has invited NJAI participants to 3 regional workshops.  

Vicki Fresolone talked about the new enhancements for the NJAI that include Alcohol Treatment, Outpatient Treatment, Medication (Suboxone) Treatment and Dental Care.  The dates are February 21 in Newark, February 26 in Blackwood, and March 1, 2007 in Trenton.

Raquel and Vicki Fresolone stated that currently the grant is under spent and having these enhanced services will help to support another year of service.

Vicki also announced that they will not have any more recovery mentor trainings.
Next meeting March 16, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. at the Monmouth County Human Services Building
