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PAC Business

Chairperson Evelyn Sullivan called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.

Self-introductions were made. Minutes of February 24, 2012 were approved.

Lynn Kovich said good progress continues to take place on the merger.

Lynn said there would be two reports today and introduced Mollie Greene.

Waiver/ASO Update

Mollie reported that CMS is still reviewing aspects of New Jersey’s proposed Medicaid Waiver and CMS reportedly has no specific outstanding questions regarding the State’s mental health or addictions compnents.  

Mollie said the DHS Commissioner plans to meet with staff on June 15 regarding the final report on the proposed ASO; subsequently, the report will be made public. Lynn said that DMHAS welcomes comments and feedback about the report, especially via the email address of MBHOinput@dhs.state.nj.us.  

Mollie said the specific issuance date of the RFP is not definite.  She emphasized that DMHAS is committed to a 6-month readiness review period after the ASO funding award and prior to its full implementation effective date. (July 1, 2013). 

Mollie gave a power point slide presentation entitled “Long Term Services and Supports and Behavioral Health in New Jersey’s Comprehensive Medicaid Waiver.”  Lynn and Mollie answered questions. 

There was a lot of discussion regarding methadone patients requiring long-term care. There is a growing issue about pain management procedures, practices, licensure and regulatory matters (Federal and State) as it relates to addictions services (and to relapse prevention), especially relative to in-home and community=based services. Lynn said Trinitas Hospital has just begun the S-COPE (Statewide Clinical Outreach Program for the Elderly) that provides consultation to nursing homes and other senior service providers concerning patients’ mental health and addictions issues.

Update:  Transition of Adolescent Services

Vicki Fresolone gave an overview of the progress in discussions between DMHAS and DCBHS regarding the transfer of responsibilities for addictions services for adolescents. There is an ongoing Workgroup comprised of providers and staff. DMHAS has met with PerformCare twice in order to better understand their system. Internal DMHAS staff meetings occur regularly. DMHAS recommends to DCBHS that substance abuse be included in DCBHS-required screening and assessment tools. There is much complexity in trying to bring together two currently very different systems. 

There were many questions and much discussion.

Lynn emphasized that DMHAS will approach all upcoming changes in stages and will be flexible within the existing legal constraints in making revisions and changes.

She said DMHAS will provide technical assistance to providers as the system moves to toward a true fee-for-service model.

Other

Implementation of regulations regarding tobacco will be addressed at next week’s DMHAS addictions quarterly provider meeting.

Lynn said the decisions regarding determining age groups for services within different systems is difficult for many reasons including differing statutory requirements. 

Evelyn asked that PAC members submit to her any items for the next PAC Meeting agenda via email at least 10 days prior to the next PAC meeting.

The meeting adjourned at Noon.

Next meeting June 15, 2012[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]

