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Petitioner appeals from Respondent Agency's finding that he failed to find affordable
housing as required by his Emergency Assistance ("EA") service plan and thus
requiring him to accept housing placement in either a boarding house or apartment
where rents meet the Fair Market Rent (“FMR”) for the subject housing area. Because
Petitioner appealed, the matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law for
a hearing. On June 5, 2015, the Honorable Jeffrey A. Gerson, Administrative Law
Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing took testimony and admitted documents into
evidence.

On June 17, 2015, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision which affirmed the Agency
determination. Petitioner asserted that he did not find affordable housing because the
Agency did not provide him with enough assistance. See initial Decision at 1. The
ALJ, referencing Petitioner's testimony that he had searched for affordable housing
during the prior six months, explained that it is within the Agency's authority to
determine the type of EA to be provided to the Petitioner. Id. at 2. The ALJ further
explained that the Agency is not terminating Petitioner's EA, but merely requiring
Petitioner to accept housing at a more affordable rate. Ibid. The ALJ therefore
ordered the Agency to provide Petitioner shelter in a boarding home or an apartment,
if one should be available, at FMR. Id. at 3.

Neither party filed Exceptions to the Initial Decision.

As the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human
Services, | have considered the Initial Decision and following an independent review
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of the record, | concur with the ALJ's decision and hereby adopt the Findings of Fact
and Conclusions of Law in the matter.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision in the matter is ADOPTED and the Agency's action is
hereby AFFIRMED.
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