
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 368 
 
 

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2023, nearly 50 years to the day of 

the attack on Israel that started the Yom Kippur War, Hamas 

terrorists undertook a coordinated series of horrific attacks on 

Israel as Israelis were celebrating Shabbat and the Jewish holiday 

of Simchat Torah; and 

WHEREAS, the terrorists targeted civilians with thousands of 

rockets launched from the Gaza Strip and infiltrated Israel by 

land, sea, and air, brutally murdering nearly 1200 innocent people, 

mostly civilians, including over 40 Americans; and  

WHEREAS, Hamas abducted more than 240 people from Israel and 

took them into Gaza as hostages, including 19-year-old Edan 

Alexander of Tenafly, New Jersey and children as young as 9 months 

old; and 

WHEREAS, at least 97 of the hostages remain in Gaza, including 

Edan Alexander and at least six other Americans; and 

WHEREAS, we mourn for all of the victims of these terrorist 

attacks by Hamas and the escalation of the conflict caused by these 

attacks that has led to the loss of tens of thousands of innocent 

lives in Gaza, and now Lebanon, for their families, and for the 

people of the region, who all deserve peace and security; and  

WHEREAS, New Jersey has an unbreakable relationship with the 

State of Israel, beginning with the founding of modern Israel and 

continuing through our Sister State Agreement of 1988 to the 

present day; and  

WHEREAS, New Jersey is the proud home of some of the largest 

Jewish, Israeli American, Muslim, and Palestinian American 

communities in the United States and strives to ensure our State 

is a safe and welcoming place for all communities; and  
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WHEREAS, one year after the horrific attacks of October 7, 

2023, in the midst of the Jewish community observing its High Holy 

Days and Iran’s missile bombardment on Israel in recent days, we 

continue to hope for a swift end to the war and restoration of 

peace throughout the region;  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PHILIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of 

New Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the 

Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER 

and DIRECT:  

1. The flag of the United States of America and the flag of 

New Jersey shall be flown at half-staff at all State departments, 

offices, agencies, and instrumentalities during appropriate hours 

on Monday, October 7, 2024, in recognition and mourning of all of 

the lives lost and shattered by the terrorist attacks on Israel on 

October 7, 2023, and by the escalation of the conflict caused by 

these attacks. 

2. This Order shall take effect immediately. 

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this   
4th day of October,  

Two Thousand and Twenty-Four, 
and of the Independence of 
the United States, the Two 
Hundred and Forty-Ninth. 

 [seal] 
/s/ Philip D. Murphy 

 
      Governor 
 
 
Attest:  
 
/s/ Parimal Garg  
 
Chief Counsel to the Governor  

 


