State Rehabilitation Council

NJ Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Box 398 – Trenton, NJ 08625-0398

P: 609 292.5987 F: 609 292.8347 Toll Free: 1 866 871.7867


Date:
5/5/2026
Location: The Law Center – New Brunswick and Virtual
Present: Gwen Orlowski, Janice Oursler (V), Cyndy Walsh-Rintzler, Tom Jennings, Nantanee Koppstein, LaTasha Brown, Rebecca Shulman, Nkechi Okoli, Carmela Slivinski, Margaret Gilbride, Jay Mills, Mohsen Badran, Lorna Runkle, Lori Margolin (V) Bill Freeman, Karen Alexander, Felicia Hopson-Ex Officio

Members Absent Lori Margolin, Tatsiana DaGrosa, Pat Tomlinson,  
DVRS: Krista-Rae Ortiz, Joseph Prettyman (V), Deborah Vaughn, Raj Venkatraman, Max Korten
Public: Pat Gerke, Susan Head, Jacob Caplan, Laura Fussell (V)
Welcome, Invitation for Public Comments – Chair, Carmela Slivinski called the meeting to order. The meeting was recorded for purposes of preparing meeting notes. Attendees completed the sign-in sheet. Committee room assignments were adjusted due to facility availability, and the scheduled Aware presentation was removed from the agenda.
Acceptance of February 18, 2026 meeting notes: Motion was made to accept the notes as presented and seconded; the notes were accepted.
SRC Expenditure Report from Treasurer: 

· Presented by Treasurer - Nantanee Koppstein
· There were no questions or concerns regarding the expenditure report and its explanations as presented by the treasurer

· A motion to accept the expenditure report ending 3/31/2026 as presented was made, seconded, and unanimously accepted.

DVRS Director’s Report: 
· Refer to Director’s Quarter 2 report provided by Dr. Felicia Hopson and Asst. Director Deborah, Vaughn. 
which highlighted:

· Continued program and provider training activities.

· Transition of contract administration from SAGE to IGX.

· SFY 2027 contract and procurement activities, including Employment First and Pre-ETS Paid Internship contracts.

· Expanded behavioral health partnerships and services.

· Increased collaboration with Centers for Independent Living.

· Continued statewide Project SEARCH development and site visits.

· Ongoing evaluation and expansion of Competitive Integrated Employment opportunities.  The Council discussed CIE evaluations and provider contract funding.
· Business Outreach - Raj Venkatraman provided an update on statewide business outreach and employment activities.
· Review of VR and Pre-ETS Data.
· Staffing and Organizational Updates.
Highlight of CAP Report/Updates: 
· Disability Rights New Jersey (DRNJ) provided updates regarding its public input process, Client Assistance Program (CAP), transition and Pre-ETS advocacy, and due process and appeals concerns involving DVRS and CBVI.

· DRNJ expressed interest in working with the agencies to improve the consistency and clarity of notices and information regarding appeals and due process. 
· Members were encouraged to participate in DRNJ’s public input process and share DRNJ resources with consumers and stakeholders.

Review/Approval Bylaws
· The Council reviewed proposed bylaw revisions, including:

· Updating the nominating committee appointment timeline.

· Renaming the Transition from School to Work Committee as the Outreach Committee.

· Adding “general workforce” to the SRC mission language.

· The amendment adding “general workforce” was approved by majority vote. The bylaws, as amended, were subsequently approved.
Recap of SRC Conference
· Tom Jennings provided an overview of the recent National Coalition of State Rehabilitation Councils conference and shared information regarding conference presentations and national SRC activities.

· RSA updates included federal monitoring priorities, state plan modifications, funding information, technical assistance for SRCs, and the importance of SRC participation in state planning.

· Members were encouraged to consider participating in future NCSRC national meetings to maintain New Jersey's representation and leadership at the national level.

Committee Work (FY26)


Legislative & Policy:  
· Report attached

Outreach: 
· Report attached  
Evaluation & Consumer Satisfaction: 
· Report attached  

Business/Items – 
· Public Forums – Chair reminded council of upcoming dates and to encourage attendance 
· Membership –The council discussed the ongoing issues with timely appointments. 
· Proposed meeting dates were shared for the 2026-2027 year. 

· 11/18/2026
· 2/10/2027

· 5/19/2027

· 8/11/2027 – Planning meeting – members only

· 9/15/2027

Next SRC meeting scheduled for 8/12/2026 – Planning Meeting (members only)  and 9/16/2026.

