
1

American FactFinder 2
Beyond the Basics

Brunie Sánchez
Data Dissemination Specialist



2
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Outline
• American FactFinder Toolkit
• American FactFinder Overview
• Hands-on Examples  
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• 2010 Census vs. ACS
• 2010 Census Data Releases
• ACS Data Releases

– How to use ACS data
– How to compare ACS with 2000 Census 

data
• Population Estimates
• AFF Tables Overview
• Geography

Toolkit
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2010 Census vs. ACS

100 % Data

How many 
people live in 
the U.S.?

Count ‐ People, 
Housing units, 

Point in time 
April 1, 2010

2010 
Census

Sample Data
How do people 
live in the U.S.?

Characteristics 
Income, Poverty, 
Education

Period in Time    
1yr, 3yr, 5yr

American 
Community 
Survey

2000 Long Form
SF3 & SF4
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2010 Census-Data Releases*
• State population counts for race and Hispanic or Latino categories
• State housing unit counts by occupancy status (occupied units, 

vacant units)

Redistricting
PL 94-171

• Age, sex, race, Hispanic Origin, relationship to householder, 
households by type (family & nonfamily), housing occupancy and 
vacancy rates, and housing tenure (owner-occupied and renter-
occupied housing units.)

Demographic 
Profiles DP SF

• Population counts for 63 race categories and Hispanic or Latino.
• Population counts for many detailed race and Hispanic or Latino 

categories, and American Indian and Alaska Native tribes.
• Selected population and housing characteristics

Summary File 1
SF1 100% Data

• Population and housing characteristics iterated for  over 330 race 
and Hispanic or Latino categories, and AIAN tribes

Summary File 2
SF2 100% Data

2010
2010 SF1 100% Data (656)
2010 SF2 100% Data (140)
2010 Redistricting Data SF (PL 94‐171) (25)
2010 Demographic Profile SF (2)

2000
2000 SF1 100% Data (600)
2000 SF2 100% Data (185)
2000 SF3 Sample Data (1,102)
2000 SF4 Sample Data (564)
2000 Redistricting Data SF (PL 94‐171) (11)

100% Data!

* At a Glance Schedule for Detailed Releases
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ACS – Data Releases

5 year
2011 ACS 5‐year estimate
2010 ACS 5‐ year estimate
2009 ACS 5‐year estimate

3 year
2011 ACS 3‐year estimate
2010 ACS 3‐ year estimate
2009 ACS 3‐year estimate
2008 ACS 3‐year estimate
2007 ACS  3‐year estimate

1 year
2011 ACS  1‐year estimate
2010 ACS 1‐ year estimate
2009 ACS 1‐year estimate
2008 ACS 1‐year estimate
2007 ACS 1‐ year estimate

2006 ACS   
2005 ACS

Sample Data !

2000 Census 
2000 SF3 Sample Data (1,102)
2000 SF4 Sample Data (564)
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ACS – 1yr, 3yr & 5yr Data Releases
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Comparing 2010 American Community Survey Data
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Here are the basics of the 
American Community 
Survey, with the 
opportunities and challenges 
of using data. Learn to 
access and use ACS data on 
the Census Bureau's website. 
Plus concrete examples of 
how ACS data can answer 
real‐world questions about 
our society.

What General Data 
Users 
Need to Know
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Access American Community Survey Portal
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American Community Survey Portal

Help for data users on a
variety of subjects 
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Population Estimates
P = B – D + N.M.

• Population counts
– Nation - - age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin 
– States - - age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin
– Counties - - age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin
– Incorporated places - - total population only

• Housing unit counts
– States
– Counties

The Official Intercensal Count!
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NJ Population Estimates
P = B – D + N.M.

1

1

2

2
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Detailed 
Tables (DT)

•Tables from summary files that provide the most detailed data on all topics and 
geographic areas  from the decennial censuses and the ACS   

• 'P' are population tables
• 'H' are housing tables
• 'PCT' are population tables that cover geographies to the census tract level
• 'HCT' are housing tables that cover geographies to the census tract level
• 'PL' are tables derived from the Redistricting Data (P.L. 94‐171) Summary File.

Geographic 
Comparison 
Tables (GCT)

•These tables provide basic measures for decennial census 100 % and sample 
population and housing subjects. Users can compare data across geographic areas in 
the same table (e.g., all counties in a state).

Demographic 
profile (DP)

•A profile includes tables that provide various demographic, social, economic, 
and housing characteristics for the U.S., regions, divisions, states, counties, 
county subdivisions, places, metropolitan areas, 

Quick Tables 
(QT)

•Predefined tables with frequently requested information for a single geographic area.  The 
information includes numerical data and derived measures (e.g., % distributions, medians). 

AFF – Tables Overview  *

* AFF Glossary
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1. Census Tracts  are small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions and 
generally have a population of 1,500 to 8,000 (optimum 4,000).

2. Block Groups are subdivisions of a census tract and generally have a 
population of 300 to 4,000 (optimum 1,500).

12
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www.census.gov Select Data Drop down box; Select American Fact Finder 

American FactFinder 
is the entry point for 

Census Bureau 
demographic and 

economic data
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Sign up 
for email 
updates
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DP01

DP02
DP03
DP04

DP01 TO DP04 Measures 450 Characteristics!
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Geography Selection Improvement
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Express Downloads

Access Block 
Group Data & 

Censuses Prior 
2000
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Advanced Search Results

Table Results 
per page

METADATA!
Table Shell
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Narrow Down Your Search: Topics

1

2

3
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DP01 TO DP04 
Measures 450 

Characteristics!
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Text Search
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Select Your Table
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View Your Table
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Narrow Down Your Search: Topics
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View Your Table
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Modify Table: Transpose R&C
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Modify Table: Editing 
Columns

1

1

2

2
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Download Options
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Reset Table
Reset 

table to 
default 

values to 
create 

thematic 
map
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Create A Map

1

2

3
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Select Values to Map
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Thematic Map
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Colors, Classes & Transparency
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Add Text
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Map Download Options
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PDF
Download

View
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Rich Text Format
Download

(will open in 
Word)
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Address Search
Left Navigation Bar Main Page Icon

Create 
Neighborhood 

Data!
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Address Search
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Address Search Map
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Questions? 

Thank you!
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Brunie Sánchez
Data Dissemination Specialist
brunilda.sanchez@census.gov
973- 735-3404

New York Regional Office
New.york.regional.office@census.gov
212-584-3440


