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Agenda
 Introduction

 Overview of the Census Bureau

 The American Community Survey

 Live Demo:  Accessing and Mapping Data (QuickFacts, 
American FactFinder)

 The Future of Data Dissemination (CEDSCI)

 Questions/Feedback



Introduction:  
Who are we and what do we do?

Jeremy McMaster:

 Data Dissemination Specialist for the U.S. Census Bureau since 9/2016

 Coverage Area – New York (primary) & New Jersey (backup)

 Previously worked for FEMA as a Senior Watch Analyst, the NWS as a Meteorological Technician, 

and the Air Force as a Weather Forecaster

 Contact: Jeremy.a.mcmaster@census.gov or 646-951-0958

Data Dissemination Specialists for the U.S. Census Bureau provide free training to the 

public (individuals, organizations, government officials, and others) to help them 

understand and work with the data collected by the Census.

mailto:Jeremy.a.mcmaster@census.gov


What is Data Dissemination?

 Process of communicating, distributing and/or 
transmitting statistical data to data users 

 Dissemination method is a non-proprietary 
open system using the internet and media to 
reach target groups

 On May 9, 2013, open, machine-readable data 
became the new default for government 
information



What does the Census Bureau do?

The Census Bureau’s mission is to serve as the leading source of 
quality data about the nation’s people and economy.

Decennial Census

 Every 10 years, counts people

American Community Survey (ACS)

 Ongoing; data released annually; Social, Economic, Housing, and Demographic data

Other Surveys (over 130 annually)

 Current Population Survey (CPS); National Crime and Victimization Survey (NCVS); 
Health Interview Survey (HIS); Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE); Population 
Estimates; Economic Census; Census of Governments; American Housing Survey

https://www.census.gov/econ/overview/go0100.html


Why We Conduct a Census

Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution of the United States:

"Representation and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within this Union, according to 
their respective Numbers.
The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the 
first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law 
direct."



2010 Reapportionment



Census Methods:
1950 through 2000

 Short Form to 5 out of 6 households: 

- 6 demographic questions 

- 1 housing question 

 Long Form to 1 out of 6 households:

- Same as above plus

- 26 population questions 

- 20 housing questions



Lingering Problem

Because the census 
was only conducted 
once every 10 years, 
the data became 
unrepresentative in 
changing communities



Solution:
American Community Survey 

 Began in 2005 with a sample of households each 
month         

 3.54 Million housing units annually

 The only source of local statistics for 40 topics 
(education, employment, housing, disability, 
commuting, income,  etc.)

 New Data Annually – including small geographies



2010 Census vs. ACS

100 % Data

How many 
people live in the 
U.S.?

Count - People, 
Housing units, 

Point in time 
April 1, 2010

2010 
Census

Sample Data

How do people 
live in the U.S.?

Characteristics 
Income, Poverty, 
Education

Period in Time    
1yr, 5yr

American 
Community 

Survey



ACS CONTENT

Social

•Household Type

•Marital Status

•Education

•Grandparent 

Caregivers

•Veterans

•Disability 

Status

•Poverty

•Citizenship

•Language

Demographic

• Age

• Sex

• Race

• Hispanic 

Origin

Economic

• Income

• Benefits

• Employment 

Status

• Occupation

• Industry

• Commuting 

to Work

•Place of Work 

Housing

• Tenure

• Housing 

Value

• Occupancy

• Taxes & 

Insurance

• Household 

Size

• Utilities



•Geographies of 
65,000 or more

1-Year 
Estimates

•All geographies
5-Year 

Estimates

ACS Period Estimates



Selected Census 

Geographic Concepts

Legal/Administrative Areas

 Nation

 States

 Counties

 Incorporated Places

 Minor Civil Divisions

 Congressional Districts

 State Legislative Districts

 School Districts

 Zip Code Tabulation Areas 
(ZCTAs)

Statistical Areas

 Regions (NE, MW, S, W)

 Divisions (There are 9)

 Census Designated Places

 Census County Divisions

 Public Use Microdata Areas 
(PUMA)

 Census Tracts

 Block Groups



Easiest Data Tool
QuickFacts

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/

Basic facts for states, 
counties, cities, and towns 

(population >4,999)

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/
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www.census.gov
“Data” on top ribbon
“Data tools and apps”

“QuickFacts”

What is the population estimate for Morris County, NJ for July 1, 2016?

Live Demo
QuickFacts Question

http://www.census.gov/
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What is the population estimate for Morris County, NJ for July 1, 2016?

498,423

Live Demo
QuickFacts Answer



American
FactFinder

https://factfinder.census.gov

https://factfinder.census.gov/


American FactFinder
 Step one:  Click on “ADVANCED SEARCH”



American FactFinder

 Step two:  Select your geography 
 County Subdivision = All Boroughs, Cities, Towns, Villages, and 

Townships in NJ



American FactFinder
 Step three:  After you select your geography, click “ADD TO 

YOUR SELECTIONS”
 Tip – click the “Map” tab to ensure you have the correct geography selected



American FactFinder

 Step four:  Click the “Topics” tab on the left side of the 
screen



American FactFinder
 Step five:  Select your Dataset (ACS 5-year or ACS 1-year)

 Note:  ACS 1-year estimates are only available for geographies containing 65,000+ 
people



American FactFinder
 Step six (optional):  Select your “Product Type” (Data Profile 

usually contains adequate information)



American FactFinder
 Step seven:  Click “CLOSE” and your search results will be 

displayed.  Click on the hyperlink to open your table.
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www.census.gov
“Data” on top ribbon
“Data tools and apps”
“American Factfinder”

What is the median household income in Morris County?

Hint:  2015 ACS 5 Yr. Estimate Data Profile 3 (DP03)

Live Demo
American FactFinder Question

http://www.census.gov/
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What is the median household income in Morris County?
$100,214

Live Demo
Answer
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www.census.gov
“Data” on top ribbon
“Data tools and apps”
“American Factfinder”

What County in NJ pays the highest and lowest median rent?

Hint:  Select All Counties in NJ, then use 2015 ACS 5 Yr. Estimate Data 
Profile 4 (DP04)

Live Demo
American FactFinder Question

http://www.census.gov/
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What County in NJ pays 
the highest and lowest 

median rent?
Somerset:  $1,411

Salem:  $974

Live Demo
Answer
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www.census.gov
“Data” on top ribbon
“Data tools and apps”
“American Factfinder”

Create a map showing the percentage of Asian population by Census 
Tract in Middlesex County

Hint:  Select All County Subdivisions in NJ, then use 2015 ACS 5 Yr. 
Estimate Data Profile 4 (DP04)

Live Demo
American FactFinder Question

http://www.census.gov/
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Create a map showing the 
percentage of Asian 

population by Census 
Tract in Middlesex County

Live Demo
Answer



www.census.gov
“Data” on top ribbon
“Data tools and apps”
“American Factfinder”

What Census Tract in Newark has the longest commute time to work?

Live Demo
American FactFinder Question

Hint:  Add Newark (County Subdivision) to shopping basket, then click “map” 
and manually add Census Tracts within Newark to shopping basket; select 

DP03

http://www.census.gov/


What Census Tract in Newark has the longest commute time to work?

Live Demo
Answer



Using Data to Tell Your “Story”
Sometimes, a table will display information better than a map



The Future of Data Dissemination:
Center for Enterprise Dissemination Services and 

Customer Innovation (CEDSCI)

Role of the program:
 Centralize and standardize 

metadata, data, and software
 Create a customer-oriented 

platform for easy access to 
Census Bureau data

 Move dissemination from 
duplicative tools to 
streamlined, efficient 
platform

BEFORE

AFTER



One Dissemination Platform

** Preview available at data.census.gov**

data.census.gov


Remember, the Future of Census Bureau 
Data Dissemination Depends on You!

Visit data.census.gov and 
provide your feedback!

Don’t forget:

• This is an early preview; phased 
releases will continue as we test, 
develop, and incorporate feedback.

• For official Census Bureau data, 
continue to use the tools available on 
Census.gov. 

BEFORE

AFTER

data.census.gov
http://www.census.gov/


Customer Liaison Marketing Services Office
Data Dissemination Branch

Office: 844-ASK-DATA
E-mail: census.askdata@census.gov

Jeremy McMaster:

 Data Dissemination Specialist for the U.S. Census Bureau 

 Coverage Area – New York (primary) & New Jersey (backup)

 Contact: Jeremy.a.mcmaster@census.gov or 646-951-0958

Questions / Feedback

mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
mailto:Jeremy.a.mcmaster@census.gov

