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Census 
Business 
Builder: 

Small 
Business 

and 
Regional 
Analyst 
Editions

Guiding Principles
 Easy to use

 Customer focused

 Provide access to Census data 
and more
 USDA & third party

 Leverage existing Census 
investments
 Esri, API

 Use latest technology
 Cloud

 Provide for free

CBB Home Page
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
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CBB: SBE “Splash Page”Industry Selection

Choose the type of business 

to research via the “Most 

Popular” buttons…

… or via the Industry Search
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CBB: SBE “Splash Page” Location Selection

Choose the location to 

research via the “My 

Location” button…

… or via the Geography 

Search

When have selected both an Industry and Geography, Go To Map and 

Create Report buttons will activate



NJ State Data Center Conference 2018 |  June 2018  |  5

CBB: SBE “Map Page”
Menu Bar

Use the options in this menu 

to change the:

- Kind of business being 

researched 

- Location being 

researched

(You don’t have to return to 

the Splash Page to change 

these.)

You can also use this menu to 

change the:

- Variable (data item) 

displayed on the map)

- Variable(s) used to filter 

the geographic areas 

shown on the map

(More on these last 2 in the 

following slides)



NJ State Data Center Conference 2018 |  June 2018  |  6

Map Variables Menu: Data in CBB 2.3 Customers Data from the American 

Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates

Employer and Self-Employed 

Business Data from County 

Business Patterns, Nonemployer

Statistics, the Economic Census, 

the Survey of Business Owners, the 

Census of Agriculture (USDA), and 

the International Trade in Goods 

and Services Report

Workforce Data from the Quarterly 

Workforce Indicators

Consumer Spending Data from Esri

You can also upload your own data 

into CBB using the My Variables tab
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CBB: SBE “Map Page”
Map Dashboard

This panel displays:

- The value for the selected 

variable and the 

geographic area 

highlighted on the map 

(plus the variable title and 

margin of error)

- Bar charts comparing the 

variable over time and by 

geography (e.g. County to 

State to Nation)

- 4 additional (and 

customizable) data 

variables

The dashboard can be 

minimized using the arrow 

icon in the upper right corner 

and Customized using the 

“gear” icon just to the left.
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CBB: SBE “Map Page”

Map Buttons

These buttons allow the user 

to:

- Download the data 

displayed in the visible 

map to a CSV or Excel file

- Add Reference Layers to 

the map from either a 

preselected Gallery, a 

ShapeFile, or a Map 

Service

- Change the basemap

from the default 

Topographic map to 

Imagery or Dark

- Change the map 

transparency so that the 

base map is more or less 

visible
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CBB: SBE “Map Page”

Map Legend

The legend displays the data 

range values for each of the 

displayed map classes. 

The Map Configuration “gear 

icon” allows the user to 

change the:

- Map color palette from the 

default 5 color option to 2 

and 3 color options

- Map classing scheme 

from the default Quantiles 

method to Equal Intervals

(To learn more about the Map 

Configuration settings, click 

on the blue “i” icon.)
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CBB: SBE “Map Page”
Geographic Levels 

Menu and Zoom 

Buttons

This menu allows the user to 

change the level of the 

geographic areas shown on 

the map from what was first 

selected on the Splash Page 

to 4 other levels.

The Zoom buttons allow the 

user to zoom the map in and 

out.  Note that some 

geographic levels are only 

selectable at certain zoom 

levels (e.g. you need to zoom 

in first to view ZIP and Tract 

level data.)

The Zoom level also impacts 

the geographic labels (like 

ZIP Codes) displayed on the 

map.

Note that the map can also 

be panned with a mouse.
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CBB: SBE “Map Page”
Filter Menu

This menu allows the user to 

choose the areas shown on 

the map based on data 

values of up to 5 variables.  

First, the user selects the 

variable from a menu that’s 

similar to the map variables 

menu.

Next, the user chooses the 

min and/or max values for the 

variable.

Finally, the user applies the 

filter; the map repaints to 

show just the geographic 

areas that meet the criteria 

chosen.
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CBB: SBE Report

Report

All of the data presented in 

the map can also be viewed 

in a customizable, interactive 

report.  Clicking on the 

“Create Report” button in the 

Dashboard launches the 

report.  The “gear” icon to the 

right of the button allows the 

user to customize the report 

to show or hide the report 

sections interested in.

The menu in  

the top right of 

the report 

allows the user 

to:

- Turn the 

Margins of 

Error on/off

- Customize 

the report

- Download 

the report 

(to a CSV, 

Excel, or 

PDF)

- Get Help 
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CBB: RAE “Splash Page” Location Selection

Choose the primary 

geography for your region via 

the “My Location” button…

… or via the Geography 

Search
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CBB: RAE “Map Page”
Region Panel

This panel is used to build a 

region of 2 or more areas. 

The areas can be made up of 

up to 24 states, counties, 

cities/towns, or ZIP Codes.

To build a region, first click on 

the Edit Region button.  Then 

click on the areas you want to 

select on the map.  You can 

also name your region in the 

My Region box.
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CBB: RAE Reports

There are 2 different reports 

in RAE.  Clicking on the 

Create Region Report button 

in the Region panel creates a 

report that summarizes the 

data for all of the states, 

counties, cities/towns, or ZIP 

Codes that make up your 

region.

Clicking on the Create Report 

button in the Dashboard 

creates a report for just one 

of the states, counties, 

cities/towns, or ZIP Codes 

that make up your region.
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Q&A 

and 

Thank You!
Contact us at:

Barbara.g.Zamora-appel@census.gov 

andrew.w.hait@census.gov


