2019 County Population Estimates

Highlights
2018 – 2019 Highlights
· New Jersey’s population declined by -3,385 (-0.04%) between 2018 and 2019.  Fourteen counties had a faster rate of growth than the state between 2018 and 2019 (Cumberland, Salem, Cape May, Somerset, Hunterdon, Monmouth, Passaic, Morris, Warren, Sussex, Mercer, Middlesex, Atlantic, and Bergen). 
· Bergen (population 932,202) was still the most populous county in New Jersey as of July 1, 2019, followed by Middlesex (825,062) and Essex (798,975).  The state’s two least populated counties  ̶ Salem (62,385) and Cape May (92,039) still had less than 100,000 residents.

· Six counties gained population between 2018 and 2019, led by Ocean (5,708), Burlington (604), Hudson (460), Essex (405), Camden (118) and Gloucester (111).  Among the Fifteen counties with population declines, the numeric losses ranged from (-61) in Union to (-1,664) in Monmouth.

· Ocean and Burlington counties had a 0.95% and 0.14% annual growth rate, respectively,  ̶  the fastest in the state between 2018 and 2019.  The over-the-year population declines were most severe in Salem (-0.58%), Cape May (-0.44%) and Somerset (-0.38%) counties.
2010 – 2019 Highlights
· Since the last decennial Census, the state’s population has grown by 90,212 (1.0%).  Eight counties grew at a faster rate than the state during the current decade (Hudson, Ocean, Union, Bergen, Essex, Middlesex, Somerset and Gloucester).

· Hudson County gained more residents (38,107) than any other county in New Jersey since the most recent decennial Census in 2010.  Other urbanized counties in the state, such as Ocean (30,640), Bergen (27,095), Union (19,877), Essex (15,084) and Middlesex (15,024), also experienced substantial numeric gains in resident population since 2010. 

· With a 6.0% growth of population since the 2010 Census, Hudson was the state’s fastest growing county so far in this decade, followed by Ocean (5.3%), Union (3.7%), Bergen (3.0%), Essex (1.9%), Middlesex (1.9%) and Somerset (1.7%).
· Eleven counties experienced population declines between 2010 and 2019.  Rapid declines were found in less urbanized counties like Sussex (-5.7%), Salem (-5.6%), Cape May (-5.4%), and Cumberland (-4.5%). 

· The numeric decreases of resident population were most severe in Monmouth (-11,567), Atlantic (-10,855), Sussex (-8,448), Cumberland (-7,100), Camden (-7,064), and Cape May (-5,218) counties, so far in this decade.

· The hefty population growth in Hudson County was due to substantial natural increment.  The county’s 58,957 natural increment (surplus of births over deaths, 2010~2019) was the largest in the state.  However, its net migration, -21,094 meant more out-migration than in-migration from abroad and other counties and states, was in the bottom four in the state.  Only two counties experienced positive net migration, (more in-migration from abroad and other counties and states than out-migration).  They are Ocean (20,232) and Bergen (7,419) counties.

· Natural increments were also substantial in Essex (40,633), Essex (40,633), Middlesex (33,811) and Passaic (29,999) counties, while Cape May and Salem were the two counties to suffer from natural decrease (-4,081) and (-340), respectively, more deaths than births between 2010 and 2019.

· Every county in the state gained population from international migration.  With 298,681 net gains, Hudson (65,090), Middlesex (45,218), Essex (37,153), Bergen (29,695) and Union (24,601) were the state’s major destinations of international immigrants.

· Almost every county in New Jersey lost population due to domestic migration between 2010 and 2019, except Ocean which had net gain from domestic migration of 18,089.  Counties with large (20,000 or more) net losses due to domestic migration were Hudson (-86,184), Middlesex (-64,369), Essex (-63,068), Passaic (-53,695), Camden (-31,642), Union (-30,936), Mercer (-28,197), Bergen (-22,276) Atlantic (-21,992) and Monmouth (-20,604).  
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