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New Jersey State Ceremony at Brigadier General William C. Doyle Cemetery 
May 24 at 10 AM
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Red Cross recognized by ESGR with “Seven Seals Award”
By Donna Clementoni, NJ ESGR director of employee outreach

The American Red Cross South Jersey Service to the Armed 
Forces was honored at a ceremony April 22, at Joint Base Mc-
Guire-Dix-Lakehurst by Employer Support of the Guard and Re-
serve (ESGR). 

Part of the internationally recognized humanitarian move-
ment that has approximately 97 million members and volun-
teers, the local chapter was presented a “Seven Seals Award” by 
the Department of Defense operational organization in recogni-
tion for their service and dedication to the men and women who 
“wear the uniform.”

The award, depicting the heraldry of the seven branches of 
service they represent, is given at the discretion of the ESGR State 
Chairman to honor those employers that are exemplary in their 
support of the American military, 48 percent which come from the 
“citizen soldiers” of the National Guard and Reserve.

New Jersey director of employer outreach for ESGR, Donna 

Clementoni, presented the award to American Red Cross Regional 
director, Tim Settles. In attendance to represent the military was 
Col. Matthew Lissner, Legislative Liason for the Army Reserve 
99th Regional Support Command and Capt. Arnold Adams from 
the JB MDL’s Military Entrance Processing Center.

The Red Cross is tasked with providing a critical service to 
South Jersey servicemen who are serving overseas. Their emer-
gency communications center quickly and efficiently obtains 
the required information and sends emergency communica-
tions messages to service members of every branch of service, 
around the globe. Former Marine and Army Reservist, Chris 
DeMeo, attended the ceremony and personally thanked the Red 
Cross team members for delivering a message to him about a 
family emergency when he was deployed. DeMeo is also an 
ESGR volunteer member.

The American Red Cross Service to the Armed Forces (SAF) 
also links military families to local resources and support services, 
provides resiliency training and supports wounded warriors and 
military hospitals.

Settles, who accepted the award on behalf of the South Jersey 
Region remarked, “We consider it an honor to partner with the 
New Jersey Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve and we 
are humbled to be a recipient of the Seven Seals Award.”

ESGR is a Department of Defense, mostly volunteer organiza-
tion that seeks to create a culture where all American employers 
value the military service and sacrifice of their employees. They 
accomplish this by advocating relevant initiatives, recognizing 
outstanding support, increasing awareness of applicable laws and 
resolving conflict between employers and service members.

“We consider it an honor to 
partner with the New Jersey Em-
ployer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve....” American Red Cross

 Regional director Tim Settles
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Beneficiaries must sign up for TRICARE automatic payment by May 31
Beneficiaries enrolled in TRICARE Reserve Select or TRI-

CARE Retired Reserve who pay monthly premiums by check 
must switch to an electronic form of payment by May 31 to avoid 
losing coverage. 

TRICARE will only accept monthly premium payments using 
recurring automatic payments by credit or debit card, or by recur-
ring electronic funds transfer from a linked bank account. To avoid 
confusion, beneficiaries should verify that their bank sends EFT 
payments electronically.

The Defense Manpower Data Center notified current TRR and 
TRS beneficiaries directly by email, and new beneficiaries were 
informed in their welcome package information when enrolling.

Electronic payments streamline account management and en-
sure continuous coverage for beneficiaries. Failure to pay premi-
ums by the due date results in termination of coverage.

Beneficiaries can contact their regional contractor to set up au-
tomatic payments and get more information.

“There are still a considerable number of Air Force reservists 
in the west region who have yet to establish their automated pay-
ment option with TRICARE for their monthly TRS/TRR premi-

ums,” said James F. Walsh, the Air Force Reserve chief of Benefits 
and Entitlements Policy. “Those members who do not have this 
requirement established by the deadline will have their coverage 
suspended and possibly terminated for 12 months come June 1.”

Contact information for each region is available online at 
http://www.TRICARE.mil/contacts.

http://www.TRICARE.mil/contacts
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E-mail your Photo of the Week or
Highlights submissions to:

wayne.woolley@njdmava.state.nj.us 
OR

armando.vasquez@njdmava.state.nj.us
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New Jersey Department of Military &
Veterans Affairs

Veterans Outreach Campaign

CHERRY HILL MALL
June *4, 5 & 6 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. on Tuesday, June 4 
Kiosk hours 10 a.m. – 8p.m.

200 Route 38, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
(Camden County)

NJ KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL
COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY ON THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE SIGNING OF THE KOREAN WAR ARMISTICE
July *26 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. will be part of program chaired 
by Korean War Veterans Association of New Jersey

Brighton Park Amphitheatre & the Boardwalk, Atlanticy City, NJ
(Atlantic County)



DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Of-
fice of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. 
The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National 
Guard, Veterans Affairs or the state of New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 
340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General 
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff 
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Air Force Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez - Public Affairs Specialist
Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Public Affairs Specialist

HIGHLIGHTS

Page 7

Senior Airman Ray Casanova performs a training exercise of check-
ing aircraft parts under a black light while looking for defects, April 
14, 2013, at Atlantic City International Airport. Casanova is assigned 
to the 177th Fighter Wing Nondestructive Inspection shop. (U.S. Air 
National Guard Photo by Tech. Sgt. Andrew J. Merlock Jr./Released)

Airman 1st Class Michael Berenotto, sands a piece of metal at Atlan-
tic City International Airport, N.J., May 16, 2013. Berenotto is an air-
craft structural maintenance technician with the 177th Maintenance 
Squadron, 177th Fighter Wing, New Jersey Air National Guard.  (U.S. 
Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released)
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