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CRIME IN THE CITIES
This section deals with serious crimes reported in the large urban cities of the state. These cities represent 19
percent of the population and historically account for one third of the reported Crime Index of the state.

This analysis involves the latest ten-year period 2003-2012 and endeavors further to identify crime trends in
these urban areas.

The cities included in this analysis were initially categorized as urban municipalities (i.e., densely populated with
extensive development) by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of State and Regional
Planning, Bureau of Statewide Planning, and will continue to be used for comparative purposes.

The criteria used in the selection of these cities were (1) classified as urban character and (2) have a population
of 50,000 or more inhabitants.

For further comparative analysis, the urban cities were subdivided into two distinct groupings.

Group number one consisted of the state’s six largest urban centers with populations of 80,000 or over and is
categorized as “Major Urban.”

The second group included the “Major Urban” and the additional urban communities with populations of 50,000
or more inhabitants, and is referred to as the “Urban 15.”

“MAJOR URBAN”

• Camden City • Jersey City • Paterson City
• Elizabeth City • Newark City • Trenton City

“URBAN 15”

• Bayonne City • Elizabeth City • Paterson City
• Camden City • Irvington Town • Trenton City
• Clifton City • Jersey City • Union City
• Toms River Twp. • Newark City • Vineland City
• East Orange City • Passaic City • Woodbridge Twp.

The accompanying table reflects percent changes in the state’s “Major Urban” and “Urban 15” municipalities
Crime Index for the years 2003/2012.
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STATE AND URBAN CRIME INDEX OFFENSES
Percent Change 2003/2012

NEW JERSEY “MAJOR URBAN” “URBAN 15”

Population
2003 8,590,300 956,464 1,612,959
2012 8,864,590 965,572 1,624,223
Percent Change 3 1 1

TOTAL CRIME
INDEX

2003 252,149 56,061 85,303
2012 207,367 44,182 62,517
Percent Change -18 -21 -27

Violent Crime
2003 31,516 11,230 16,594
2012 25,742 11,121 13,704
Percent Change -18 -1 -17

Nonviolent Crime
2003 220,633 44,831 68,709
2012 181,625 33,061 48,813
Percent Change -18 -26 -29

Murder
2003 406 195 264
2012 387 235 258
Percent Change -5 21 -2

Rape
2003 1,283 290 440
2012 1,038 259 338
Percent Change -19 -11 -23

Robbery
2003 13,385 5,511 7,921
2012 11,384 5,715 6,803
Percent Change -15 4 -14

Aggravated Assault
2003 16,442 5,234 7,969
2012 12,933 4,912 6,305
Percent Change -21 -6 -21

Burglary
2003 43,375 9,620 14,619
2012 42,384 8,650 12,478
Percent Change -2 -10 -15

Larceny-Theft
2003 142,603 21,853 35,307
2012 122,770 16,341 26,631
Percent Change -14 -25 -25

Motor Vehicle Theft
2003 34,655 13,358 18,783
2012 16,471 8,070 9,704
Percent Change -52 -40 -48

* Less than one-half of one percent.

Percent Change
• During the ten-year period 2003/2012, the Crime Index in New Jersey has decreased 18 percent, while

the “Urban 15" cities   decreased 27 percent and the six Major Urban cities decreased 21 percent.
• Violent crime in the state decreased 18 percent, the 15 Urban cities decreased 17 percent, while the six

Major Urban cities experienced a decrease of 1 percent.
• Nonviolent crime in the state decreased 18 percent, the “Urban 15” decreased 29 percent and the six

“Major Urban” decreased 26 percent.
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CRIME IN THE CITIES
TEN YEAR SUMMARY

COMPARATIVE CRIME INDEX DISTRIBUTION FOR STATE AND URBAN CITIES
2003-2012

                                            

NEW JERSEY MAJOR URBAN URBAN 15

CRIME INDEX TOTAL 2,250,364 475,634 702,707
Percent Distribution 21.1 31.2

Violent Crime 287,884 109,750 149,058
Percent Distribution 38.1 51.8

Nonviolent Crime 1,962,480 365,884 553,649
Percent Distribution 18.6 28.2

Murder 3,859 2,090 2,553
Percent Distribution 54.2 66.2

Rape 11,189 2,749 3,832
Percent Distribution 24.6 34.2

Robbery 125,371 54,752 72,421
Percent Distribution 43.7 57.8

Aggravated Assault 147,465 50,159 70,252
Percent Distribution 34.0 47.6

Burglary 401,374 83,751 124,823
Percent Distribution 20.9 31.1

Larceny-Theft 1,336,699 185,731 304,053
Percent Distribution 13.9 22.7

Motor Vehicle Theft 224,407 96,402 124,773
Percent Distribution 43.0 55.6

Distribution:
• Six major urban centers—Camden, Newark, Jersey City, Trenton, Paterson and Elizabeth—collectively

represent 11 percent of New Jersey’s total population. These same urban centers, during the period 2003
through 2012 accounted for 21 percent of the state’s total crime.

• “Major Urban” centers from 2003 through 2012 accounted for 38 percent of all violent crime and 19
percent of the nonviolent crimes in the entire state.

• The 15 urban municipalities represent 18 percent of the state’s total population.

• “Urban 15” municipalities accounted for 31 percent of New Jersey’s total Crime Index. Violent crime was
52 percent of the state total, while nonviolent crime was 28 percent of the state total during this ten-year
period.

• Sixty-six percent of all reported murders occurred in the “Urban 15” cities during this ten-year period.
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STREET CRIME
There has never been a clear-cut definition for street crime within the criminal justice system. The nation’s
clearinghouse for the collection and dissemination of criminal statistics, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, has
no criteria in the categorization of specific crimes to be designated or defined as “street crimes.” More and more,
this media term has been confused with the violent crime group of murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault.

Although any particular crime can and does occur on the street, this analysis, because of reporting constraints
within the Uniform Crime Reporting System, is limited to defining street crimes as those offenses which occur, or
are most likely to occur, on streets, highways, parking lots, etc.. These crimes include highway robbery, purse-
snatching, theft from autos, theft of auto parts and accessories, theft of bicycles, and motor vehicle thefts. All are
crimes against property and only one, highway robbery, falls in the violent crime group.

• During the ten-year period 2003-2012, the “Urban 15” cities accounted for 40.1percent of the street
crimes in the state.

• Sixty-nine percent of all highway robberies in the state occurred in the “Urban 15” cities during the ten-
year period.

• Fifty-five percent of all motor vehicle thefts during the survey span occurred in these 15 urban
municipalities.

• Twenty-nine percent of all purse-snatchings during the survey span were perpetrated in the “Urban 15”
cities.

• In 2012, thefts from motor vehicles, theft of motor vehicle parts and accessories were at their lowest
levels in this ten-year period.

• The accompanying table reflects percent distribution of street crime for the “Urban 15” cities for the years
2003-2012.

STREET CRIME TRENDS
“URBAN FIFTEEN” MUNICIPALITIES

STREET
CRIME 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 TOTAL

Percent
of State

Total
Highway Robbery 6,098 5,761 6,085 5,935 5,142 5,527 4,926 5,254 5,578 5,349 55,655 69.1
Purse Snatching 530 418 541 374 319 245 252 240 276 274 3,469 28.6
Larceny from Motor
Vehicle 9,938 9,590 9,214 8,889 9,949 11,287 9,549 8,876 8,789 7,652 93,733 29.9

Larceny of Motor
Vehicle Parts &
Accessories

5,327 4,769 4,639 3,239 3,435 3,396 2,993 2,791 2,698 2,333 35,620 40.1

Larceny of  Bicycles 1,083 979 884 856 880 844 825 824 703 779 8,657 10.4
Motor Vehicle Theft 18,783 16,862 15,199 13,647 12,083 11,064 8,373 9,006 10,052 9,704 124,773 55.6
TOTAL 41,759 38,379 36,562 32,940 31,808 32,363 26,918 26,991 28,096 26,091 321,907 40.1
Percent of State
“Street Crime”
Total

42.6 42.7 41.8 39.4 39.1 39.3 36.9 37.9 39.1 40.9 40.1 -
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Section SevenSection Seven
NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL-COUNTY
OFFENSE & DEMOGRAPHIC
DATA

All crime rates are based on permanent, year-round populations. Comparisons of crime rates
between individual municipalities should not be made without giving major consideration to the
volume of seasonal population, transients, tourists, and labor forces.

All offenses are recorded in the municipality of occurrence, regardless of the outside investigative
agency, i.e., Federal, State, County, College Campus Police.

Crime rates were not computed for municipalities with population less than 100.

•

•

+
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NONVIOLENT CRIME
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Section EightSection Eight
RESORT
MUNICIPALITIES

As required by P.L. 1998, c. 50, annual mean population estimates for resort municipalities in New
Jersey have been used in the preparation of per capita crime statistics.

These estimates were prepared based upon the methodology prescribed in P.L. 1998, c. 50 using the
latest available municipality estimates of year-round population from the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Please
note that these resort population estimates should only be used for crime statistics purposes. While they
fulfill the requirements of the law, the seasonal components of these estimates are not a complete
measure of seasonal population because they include only those living in rental housing units or in vacant
year-round housing. Not counted are the many day visitors and persons who occupy campgrounds, hotels,
motels or bed and breakfast establishments or who stay with friends or relatives.

+ Crime rates were not computed for municipalities with populations under 100.
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RESORT MUNICIPALITIES
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RESORT MUNICIPALITIES
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RESORT MUNICIPALITIES
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Section NineSection Nine
POLICE
EMPLOYEE DATA
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
FULL-TIME POLICE EMPLOYEES - 2012

Total Police
Employees
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FULL-TIME STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT EMPLOYEES
(Excluding State Police) — 2012

FULL-TIME MUNICIPAL POLICE EMPLOYEES BY COUNTY - 2012

Total Police
Employees
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NUMBER OF MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS
and

RATE PER 1,000 POPULATION BY COUNTY - 2012
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NUMBER OF MUNICIPAL POLICE EMPLOYEES
and

RATE PER 1,000 POPULATION BY COUNTY - 2012
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FULL-TIME COUNTY POLICE EMPLOYEES - 2012
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FULL-TIME COUNTY POLICE EMPLOYEES - 2012
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FULL-TIME COUNTY POLICE EMPLOYEES
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES - 2012

Total Police
EmployeesMale Female

Richard Stockton College of NJ

New Brunswick Campus/Piscataway Campus
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POLICE EMPLOYEE DATA

TOTAL POLICE EMPLOYEES

MUNICIPAL POLICE EMPLOYEES
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MUNICIPAL CIVILIAN POLICE EMPLOYEES

MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS

OTHER POLICE (State Agencies)
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COUNTY POLICE, SHERIFFS AND PROSECUTORS

STATE POLICE
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Section TenSection Ten
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
KILLED & ASSAULTED
SUMMARY
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POLICE OFFICERS KILLED AND ASSAULTED
The killing or assault of a police officer has a harmful effect on society that reaches far beyond the overt act.  Such
occurrences constitute an immediate threat to the well-being of the community and serious breach of the internal
security of the country.  Today a young person who considers a career in law enforcement must also consider the
very strong possibility of being killed or assaulted by a member of the very same society they are sworn to protect.
This deplorable situation should be a subject of serious concern, for in truth, an attack on a police officer is an attack
on society.  The violence directed against law enforcement officers acting in the line of duty is clearly demonstrated
by the following information. 

POLICE  FELONIOUSLY  KILLED
VOLUME/TREND

• In 2012, no police officers were feloniously killed while in the performance of duty. 

Year Police Officers Killed Year Police Officers Killed
2003 1 2008 -
2004 - 2009 1
2005 1 2010 -
2006 1 2011 1 
2007 2 2012  -
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ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS

 compared to 2011.

police assaults.

calls

 compared to 2011.

police assaults.

injury.

ASSAULTS ON MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS

OTHER POLICE OFFICERS ASSAULTED
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WEAPONS USED IN ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS

NUMBER OF ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS
BY HOUR OF DAY
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ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS BY TYPE OF ACTIVITY
NUMBER - PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
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ASSAULTS ON MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS
NUMBER - RATE PER 100 OFFICERS BY COUNTY

2012

ASSAULT RATE 
PER 100 POLICE 

OFFICERS
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
ADULT For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, a person aged 18 or over.

AMERICAN INDIAN
          or
ALASKAN NATIVE

A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North America, and
who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community
recognition.

ARREST RATE The number of arrests for Part I and Part II offenses for each unit of population,
generally per 1,000.

ASIAN or
PACIFIC ISLANDER

A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,
Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands. This area
includes, for example: China, India, Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands, and
Samoa.

BLACK A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa,
characterized by dark skin pigmentation.

CLEARANCE For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, the solution to a particular crime,
usually by the arrest of the offender.

CLEARED BY ARREST For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, an offense is cleared when the
offender has been identified, sufficient evidence has been obtained to formally
charge and the offender has been ordered to appear in court.

CRIME INDEX The total of the seven major offenses used to measure the extent, fluctuation
and distribution of crime in a geographical area. The following crimes make up
the index: Murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft,
and motor vehicle theft; these offenses are referred to as Index offenses.

CRIME RATE The number of Index offenses reported for each unit of population per 1,000.

CRIMES AGAINST
PERSONS

Consists of the following Index offenses: Murder, rape, and aggravated assault.

CRIMES AGAINST
PROPERTY

Consists of the following Index offenses: Robbery, burglary, larceny-theft, and
motor vehicle theft.

DAY For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, the hours from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

ETHNIC ORIGIN Having or originating from linguistic or cultural ties with a specific group.

EXCEPTIONAL CLEARANCE For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, an offense is cleared exceptionally
when an offender has been identified or located and sufficient evidence to
charge has been obtained, but there is some reason beyond police control that
prohibits the offender from being brought before the court.

HIERARCHY RULE For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, each crime or attempted crime is
counted in only one offense category. If several offenses are committed, simply
glance down the list of Part I offenses and stop at the first offense recognized
from the facts given; this offense is the correct classification for this criminal
activity.

HISPANIC A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or
other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

JUVENILE For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, a person under the age of 18.

JUVENILE CLEARANCE Those crimes where the offenders are identified as juveniles.
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NIGHT For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, the hours from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

NONVIOLENT CRIME Consists of the following Index offenses: Burglary, larceny-theft, and motor
vehicle theft.

POPULATION Is the year-round population of the municipality shown in the most recent State
population estimates published by the Department of Labor, except that in the
year of promulgation of a Federal decennial census, the census figures shall be
used.

RESORT MUNICIPALITY Is a municipality which, because of its recreational, entertainment or
amusement characteristics or facilities or its close proximity to such
characteristics or facilities, experiences a total increase during the seasonal
period in the number of persons temporarily resident therein of 25 percent or
more of its population.

SEASONAL POPULATION Is the average of the estimated number of persons temporarily resident in the
municipality during the three consecutive months when the temporary
population is greatest.

TEMPORARY RESIDENT Means the occupying for any period of time during the seasonal period by any
person not counted as a resident of the municipality for population purposes of
an accommodation in a rented residential unit or vacation home.

UNFOUNDED Classification of reported crimes that are found to be false or baseless.

VIOLENT CRIME Consists of the following Index offenses: Murder, rape, robbery, and
aggravated assault.

WHITE A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa,
or the Middle East.
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CALCULATIONS OF RATES AND TRENDS
1. Crime Rate per 1,000 inhabitants: This represents the number of Index offenses per 1,000 inhabitants.

For example: What is the crime rate for a municipality with 513 Index offenses (murder, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft and motor vehicle theft), with a population of 8,280?

513 (Index offenses) ÷ 8,280 (population) = .061957 x 1,000 = 62.0 (crime per 1,000 inhabitants)

2. Crime Trend: A crime trend shows the extent to which crime increased or decreased. This is done by
comparing a period of the current year with the same period of a previous year.
For example: A municipality experienced 264 Index offenses in a previous year and 513 Index offenses in the
current year. What is the percent of the increase?

513 (current year Index offenses) !264 (previous year Index offenses) = 249 (numerical increase)
249 (numerical increase) ÷ 264 (previous year) = .943 x 100 = +94% (percent change)

NOTE:  If there were more Index offenses in a previous year than in the current year, we would have a
percentage decrease.

3. Number of Police personnel per 1,000 inhabitants: This is calculated in the same manner as a crime rate.
For example: A municipality with a population of 8,280 and 28 police personnel. How many officers are there
per 1,000 population?

28 (police personnel) ÷ 8,280 (population) = .00338 x 1,000 = 3.4 (police personnel per 1,000 inhabitants)

NOTE:  This formula can be applied to either total police personnel or just police officers per 1,000 inhabitants.

4. Police Assaulted Rate: This is calculated at a rate per 100 police officers.
For example: A municipality with 25 officers had five of them assaulted during the month. What is the police
assaulted rate?

5 (police officers assaulted) ÷ 25 (police officers) = .2 x 100 = 20 (police assaulted per 100 officers)

5. Clearance Rate: This refers to the percent of Index offenses cleared (solved), over a specific period of time.
For example: A municipality with 513 Index offenses in a chosen time frame, cleared 95 of these offenses. What
is the clearance rate?

95 (Index offenses cleared) ÷ 513 (Index offenses) = .185 x 100 = 18 .5 (percent cleared)

6. Annual Mean Population: Is determined for each municipality designated a resort municipality by use of the
following formula:

AMP = 12P + 3SP
     12

Where AMP equals Annual Mean Population; P equals Population; SP equals Seasonal Population.

7. Density per Square Mile: The population density is calculated as population divided by total land area (1,000
people in a square mile).

Density Per Square Mile = Estimated Population / Area in Square Miles




