
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjfMNHG6Uas












7 
 

statewide. The area of concern includes the Pinelands, Highlands, and all state owned forest  in 
New Jersey. She concluded by saying the Commission can determine whether it wants to send its 
own rules as a model for forestry policy to the task force and Senator Smith. 
 
Ms. Grogan asked if a voting process had been suggested to determine which  proposals to send 
to Senator Smith. Ms. Ellis said yes, but that it has not been completely defined yet. There are 
both private individuals and large groups like the Sierra Club represented on the task force, and a 
fair voting process that reflects all interests evenly has not been devised yet.  
 
Commissioner Avery asked if the task force is trying to promote a single set of stewardship rules 
across the state or if they will make a distinction between the oak/pine forests in the Pinelands 
and the hardwood forests of northern New Jersey. 
 
Ms. Ellis said no, and that the task force is largely concerned with clearing and cutting down 
trees and not necessarily forest types. It is a debate between those who are pro-forestation and 
those who may be interested in forested lands for other purposes.  
 
Commissioner Avery asked if this was only applicable to state-owned lands or public lands. Ms. 
Ellis confirmed that it only applies to state-owned land. She added that a county representative in 
the workgroup meetings expressed concern that state policies would trickle down to the county 
and municipal level.  
 
Commissioner Irick asked if any consideration was given to insect management in state forests. 
Ms. Ellis said that invasive species management has been high on the priority list, especially the 
Spotted Lanternfly and Southern Pine Beetle. There was a proposal for a task force to address 
invasive animal and plant species on state-owned lands.  
 
Commissioner Irick said that deer are a real problem in the farm community, and some state laws 
prohibit culling of deer on state-owned lands. The New Jersey Farm Bureau has promoted more 
consumption of deer meat, but the state lacks the necessary slaughter facilities. The farm 
community would like to see greater control of the deer population and a stronger market for 
deer meat. 
 
Ms. Grogan asked if there were any members of the Farm Bureau or agricultural community 
represented in the task force.  
 
Ms. Ellis said she would have to look, but that there was a specific statement advocating for the 
culling of deer and growing the market for deer meat in New Jersey. One of the suggestions for 
funding was to add an additional dollar per driver on their insurance policy for deer accidents to 
promote deer reduction and/or forest conservation. 
 
Chair Matos asked if there was any timeframe for the task force to provide recommendations to 
Senator Smith.  
 
Ms. Ellis said she did not know, but that they are under strict time constraints. She said she 
would reach out to the task force for more information. 
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Pemberton Township
Lakehurst Road Redevelopment Plan - Existing Zoning
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Pemberton Township
Lakehurst Road Redevelopment Plan - Proposed Zoning
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Branwen Ellis, 
Environmental Specialist

July 29, 2022
Belleplain State Forest



SENATOR BOB 
SMITH

�‡ The NJ Forest Stewardship 
Task Force was formed by NJ 
Senator Smith to study and 
identify ways in which the 
State can best manage its 
forests in order to fight 
climate change, prevent forest 
fires, improve ecosystems and 
protect soil and water quality. 
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WHAT 
SHOULD 
STATE 

FORESTS 
LOOK LIKE?

TASK FORCE TO DEBATE AND 
COME TO CONSENSUS OR 
NON- CONSENSUS ON MAJOR 
TOPICS

Topics include passive vs. active 

management, herbicides, 

invasive species, carbon 

sequestration, climate change, 

landscape diversity to support 

wildlife populations

PARTICIPANTS
Private forestry Consultants,  

private citizens, Non-

governmental organizations, 

County and State 

representatives 

FEASIBILITY 
Cost to implement proposals on 

State owned land and how to 

fund them. 
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THE TASK 
FORCE

KICK OFF MEETING
April 28, 2022, via Zoom. 

There were over 200 

participants on the call

SUBGROUPS FORMED
Climate Workgroup

Ecological Health Workgroup 

Forestry Legislation Workgroup

TASK FORCE CO- CHAIRS

Andy Bennett, Board Member, NJ Forestry Association

Anjuli Ramos, Chapter Director, NJ Sierra Club

Eileen Murphy, PhD, Vice- President, Government relations, NJ 

Audubon

Tom Gilbert, Co- Executive Director, NJ Conservation Foundation

Brendan Byrne 
State Forest



ZOOM WORKGROUP 
MEETINGS HELD
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June 6 & 7, 2022

June 20 & 21, 2022

July 11 & 12, 2022

July 25 & 26, 2022

Bass River State Forest



PROPOSALS CLIMATE WORKGROUP

Proposals include raising money 

to increase carbon 

sequestration, forest 

conservation for water 

purification

ECOLOGICAL HEALTH WORKGROUP

Proposals include allocating 

funds for monitoring/analysis of 

forestry management 

�s�O�K�V�b�W�n�t�O�p�� �d�b���"���Ü�p���z�B�s�O�o�� �p�t�l�l�`�|��

and quality, reducing the deer 

population and establishing 

regional group to coordinate 

Invasive species management. 

6

Atsion Lake in 
Wharton State Forest



NJ TASK FORCE GOALS To provide clear, concise proposals on how the State 

can best manage publicly owned forests across the 

Garden State. 
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Double Trouble State Park
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