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Act and Executive
Order.
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A The 33-page report
highlights the
Commi ssi onos
during the 2024
calendar year.




2024 Planning
Activities

The Pinelands Commission
began implementing new rules
in 2024 that strengthen
protections of the Kirkwood -
Cohansey aquifer, a freshwater
reservoir that underlies the
Pinelands and contains an
estimated 17 trillion gallons of
water.
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2024 Planning Activities

Climate Resilience

The Commi ssionds Climate Committee me
discussion on the potential impact and applicability of other state agency
rulemaking in the Pinelands Area.

The Committee reviewed and discussed the New Jersey Board of Public

Utilitiesd dual use solar pil ot 0

pr
Environment al Protectionb6s (NJDEP)
NJDEPOs proposed Resilient Environ
amendments.
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The Committee also completed a comprehensive review of Pinelands
management area boundaries to identify areas designated for growth that are
vulnerable to climate change.



2024 Planning
Activities

Accessible Trails

In 2024, the Commission executed
memoranda of agreement (MOA) with
Pemberton Township, Burlington County,
and Stafford Township, Ocean County, to
facilitate surfacing of existing trails on
public lands, in the Pinelands Area.

The goal was to provide a stable surface
for those with ambulatory challenges and
recognize the grant funding that has been
provided by other state departments for
such projects. The trails are located in
wetlands and/or required wetlands buffer
areas; therefore, a deviation from the
Commi ssionds rules neede®e
approved in order for the proposed e
surfacing (paving) to be permitted
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2024 Planning
Activities

In July 2024, the Commission issued its 2022
Long Term Economic Monitoring Report,
which provides economic data and describes
key trends in the areas of population, real
estate, economic growth, and municipal
finance.

The 2022 Report includes data from 2018 -2022
applicable to the Pinelands Area and
surrounding communities in South Jersey.

The report shows that Pinelands municipalities
have recovered well from the COVID -19
pandemic, in terms of unemployment and
wage rates, and are faring similarly to other
parts of New Jersey in several economic
indicators.

New Jersey Pinelands Commission

Long Term Economic

Monitoring Program

82022 Report

Laura E. Matos, Chair

Susan R. Grogan, Executive Director




Permanent Land Protection

The Pinelands Commission hosted its

second in-person Land Preservation
Summit at the agencyos
April 4,2024.

A total of 1,166 acres of land were
preserved in the Pinelands Area from July
2023 to June 2024. Of that total, 324 acres
were preserved through Pinelands
programs, along with 465 acres of land
through the Pinelands Development Credit
Program.

As of June 30, 2024, 51 percent of the
Pinelands Area (483,000 acres) has been
permanently protected.



