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2025 Planning
Activities

On October 10, 2025, the Pinelands
Commission adopted a package of
amendments to the Pinelands CMP,
including:

A A change to the Pinelands Land Capability
Map to redesignate 2,440 acres from a
Rural Development Area to a Forest Area,
thereby greatly reducing permitted
development intensity in the Black Run
watershed in Evesham Township

A New or increased fees for wetlands -related
LOIls and applications involving resolution
of identified CMP violations

A Establishment of expiration dates for old
waivers of strict compliance and
Certificates of Filing




2025 Planning
Activities

A The Commission received nearly 500
public comments on the rule changes,
with almost all of the commenters
supporting redesignation of the Black
Run Watershed and further protection
of the Pinelands.

A The new rules took effect on January 5,
2026.




2025 Planning Activities

Climate Resilience

A Commission staff continued to participate in the
Stateds I nteragency Counci
(IAC), which held 11 meetings in 2025. Commission
staff also participated i
Assessment Workgroup, which met 10 times during
the year. Through this participation, staff contributed
to interagency coordination on climate -related
planning and resilience initiatives.

AThe Commi ssionds ongoing w
climate resilience was highlighted in the IAC Flood
Resilience Initiatives Report issued in 2025 and will
al so be highlighted in the




2025 Planning Activities

A In 2025, the Commission received and reviewed
137 municipal master plan and ordinance
amendments. Much of this activity reflected
municipal efforts to meet their fourth round
affordable housing requirements, as evidenced by
the Commi ssionds review ol
and Fair Share Plans.

A The Commission also continued to review a
significant number of zoning amendments related
to the emerging adult -use cannabis market,
including 14 such ordinances in 2025.
Commission staff worked closely with
municipalities to ensure that cannabis
establishments, whether for cultivation,
manufacturing, warehousing, distribution,
delivery, or retail, are permitted in appropriate
Pinelands management areas consistent with the
CMP.




2025 Planning
Activities

A In November 2025, the Commission issued its
Alternate Design Wastewater Treatment Systems
Pilot Program Implementation Report, which
evaluates the advanced wastewater treatment
systems that are currently being piloted for
residential use in the Pinelands Area. Four
technologies will continue to be piloted and
monitored for two additional years.

/

A The rebuild of the Commi ssi onos.
System was completed in September 2025 and
rolled out to Commission staff in early October
2025. The system tracks approximately 600
Commission -certified municipal zoning districts
and redevelopment areas across 53 Pinelands
Area municipalities, including data on permitted
uses, minimum lot size requirements, and
Pinelands Development Credit (PDC)
requirements.



2025 Planning
Activities

Cultural Resources

A In 2025, the state Historical
Commission accepted the Pinelands
Commi ssionds application
historical marker to be installed at
the former location of the Brotherton
Reservation in Shamong Township.

A The Pinelands Commission
continued to conduct ground
penetrating radar studies (GPR) in
the Pinelands in 2025.

A Ground penetrating radar is a non -
invasive survey technique that uses
electromagnetic pulses to produce
images of the subsurface .



Pinelands
Development Credit
Program - 2025 Activity

A The Commission allocated 112.11 PDCs
to 16 sending area properties. A total of
126 PDCs were severed, permanently
protecting a total of 4,033 acres of land
spanning the Preservation Area District,
Agricultural Production Area, and
Special Agricultural Production Area on
properties located in Franklin
Township, Galloway Township,
Hammonton Town, and Washington
Township.

A Since 1982, a total of 62,384 acres in the
Pinelands Area have been permanently
preserved through the PDC Program.

County, permanently protected 3,980 acres of its farm by severing
Pinelands Development Credits in 2025.






