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Outdoor Advertising Signs 
• Digital/LED Signs 

 
U.S. Supreme Court decision 

(June 2015) 
 

New complex issues 
encompassing digital/LED 
signage 
 

Decisions need to be made 
on the big picture first, 
digital/LED signs will follow 





 Scenic Management Program 
 

Limited changes over time 
 

 Signage Regulations and Standards 

• Regulations for all management areas 

• Additional regulations for PAD & SAPA management areas 

• Additional “guidelines” that may be used elsewhere 
 

Application Process 

• On-site signs are exempt from Commission review 

• Off-site commercial signs (billboards) require Commission 

review 
 





On-Site Sign Types 

 Official Public 

Safety/Information 

 For Rent/For Sale 

 Institutional 

 Trespassing/Private Property 

 Temporary 

 Home Occupation 

 Business 
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 Commercial 
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Location 

 

Manner 

 Quantity 

 Size 

 Height 

 Other Design 
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Free Speech and Signs 
 

U.S. Supreme Court decision with 
impacts for signage regulation 
 

Non-commercial temporary signs 

 

 If you have to read a sign’s 
content to regulate it,  

it is content based and 
presumed unconstitutional 
 

 

 

 



Regulators 

 Revise codes 

 Unfamiliar terrain 
 

Legal Uncertainty 

 Definition of a sign 
 

 Content based categories  

• On-premises v. off-premises 

• Commercial v. non-commercial 

 

 More litigation to come! 
 



On Site Sign Types 

 Official Public 

Safety/Information 

 For Rent/For Sale 

 Institutional 

 Trespassing/Private 

Property 

 Temporary 

 Home Occupation 

 Business 

Off-Site Sign Types 

 Directional 

 Civil Social, Political 

Activities 

 Agricultural Commercial 

Establishments 

 Commercial 
 



How do we approach solving  

this more complex problem? 



 Risk management and liability 
 

 More tools in practice today than 1981,…. 
 

 …but they require greater local knowledge and context-
sensitivity 

 

 …and they require adaptability, frequent updates 
 

 Purposes go beyond scenic values 
 

 Variability from locality to locality is inevitable 

 





Who is best suited to regulate signage? 
 

Defer to local control in most cases 
 

 



What signs should be regulated by the Commission? 
 

 On-site signs and temporary signs 
• The court case 

• Application exemptions 
 

 

 Off-site signs  
 Non-commercial  

 

 Commercial (billboards) 

 

No 

Yes 

No 



 

 

 Location 
 

 
 Manner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Quantity 

• Size 

• Height 

• Illumination 

• Other design 

Where/How should signs be regulated by the 

Commission? 
 

Yes 

Yes 

Assuming commercial off-site signs only 



 

 

 Location 
 

 
 Manner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where/How should signs be regulated by the 

Commission? 
  

Yes 

Yes 

Assuming commercial off-site signs only 

 RGA & Town only at the 
option of the municipality 

 
 Maintain transferrable 

billboard right program 
 

 Maintain current rules on 
pre-existing non-conforming  



 

 

 Location 
 

 
 Manner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where/How should signs be regulated by the 

Commission? 
 

Yes 

Yes 

Assuming commercial off-site signs only 

 Anywhere billboards are 
allowed, such billboards may 
be digital/LED at the option 
of the municipality 



Integrate today’s feedback 

 

Draft language for P&I Committee review 

 

Bundle with additional CMP amendments in process 

 

 




