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What is a 
Biosphere?

ÅBiospheres are òplaces where 

science, culture, and inclusive 

government come together, 

showing how biodiversity 

conservation and sustainable 

development can successfully 

go hand in hand,ó according to 

the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (or UNESCO).



The New Jersey 
Pinelands Biosphere 
Region

ÅThe New Jersey Pinelands Biosphere Region was 

designated by UNESCO as part of the Man and 

Biosphere Programme in 1983.

ÅIt is one of 28 internationally recognized and 

designated Biosphere Regions in the U.S. Four 

hundred and fifty million people live in the 797 

UNESCO-designated Biospheres throughout the 

world.

ÅThe Pinelands Commission, an independent state 

agency with federal, state, and local 

representation, manages the Pinelands Biosphere.





Biosphere 
Benefits

ÅInternational 

recognition

ÅShared ideas, project 

partnerships, and 

collaboration, 

including the creation 

of a new Pinelands 

Biosphere Story Map.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/713a327011a544dbb9404f2e3149e536

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/713a327011a544dbb9404f2e3149e536


The U.S. Biosphere 
Networkõs 2026 Summit

ÅHeld at Colorado State University 

in Fort Collins on June 22-25, 2026.

ÅThe nonprofit U.S. Biosphere 

Network (USBN) organized/funded 

the Summit.

ÅThe USBN is a nationwide network 

that guides, funds, and supports 

individual Biosphere Regions 

within the U.S. It collectively 

stewards internationally 

recognized areas of ecological 

importance, diversity, and cultural 

significance. Its last Biosphere 

Summit was 10 years ago.



òWe are stronger 
togetheró

ÅFifteen of the 28 U.S. 

Biosphere Regions 

participated in the Summit.

ÅParticipants learned about 

the benefits of Biospheres, 

delivered talks about their 

work, and discussed shared 

interests and opportunities to 

build upon successes and 

address challenges.

ÅI delivered a talk on 

education and outreach in the 

Pinelands.



Take a Hike: Exploring the 
Phantom Canyon Preserve, 
located within the Rocky 
Mountain Biosphere Region



Phantom Canyon 
Preserve

The Nature Conservancy 

owns and manages the 

1,120-acre preserve, 

which provides refuge for 

hundreds of plan t 

species, including the 

globally rare Larimer 

aletes (Aletes  humilis), as 

well as pronghorn 

antelopes, mountain lions, 

bighorn sheep, 

rattlesnakes, golden 

eagles and bald eagles.

Pronghorn

Larimer 

aletes


