


Town of Newton
Plan Endorsement
Recommendation

Presented to the 

Plan Implementation 
Committee

February 19, 2025

NJ Office of Planning Advocacy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To continue alignment with the State Plan and continue its regional center designation; Newton is a pilot for our expedited re-endorsement process, which is aimed to incentivize and acknowledge the past and current work of municipalities following comprehensive planning consistent with the State Plan. 



Location & Regional Context
Located in the Northwestern Sussex County

2020 Land Use/Land
Cover

Acres %

URBAN 1,267.54 58.6
AGRICULTURE 45.27 2.1
FOREST 479.10 22.1
WETLANDS 336.67 15.6
BARREN LAND 20.58 0.9
WATER 14.70 0.7
TOTAL 2,163.86 100

The community’s proximity to Paulins Kill and the Pequest River, tributaries of the Delaware River, along 
with its proximity to New York City have defined Newton since its’ founding in 1864. The Town’s 
evolution into the downtown- oriented, residential community that exists today has followed a pattern 
similar to other historic industrial Skylands communities in the State. It was also a hub for mail, freight, 
commerce, and education. While the Town is largely developed with residencies and shops, it still 
maintains its historic character and natural environment.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Newton’s location and regional context has played a large role in the town’s development. The community’s proximity to Paulins Kill and the Pequest River, tributaries of the Delaware River, along with its proximity to New York City have defined Newton since its’ founding in 1864. The Town’s evolution into the downtown- oriented, residential community that exists today has followed a pattern similar to other historic industrial Skylands communities in the State. While the Town is largely developed with residencies and shops, it still maintains its historic character and the natural environment.The Town of Newton is located in north western Sussex County and includes, roughly: 1,268 acres of Urban Lands 45 acres of Agricultural land, 479 acres of Forested Land, 337 acres of Wetlands, 21 acres of Barren Land, and \15 acres of  Water, according to the 2020 Land Use/Land Cover dataAdditionally, Newton’s neighboring municipalities are : Hampton Township which borders Newton from the North and East:Fredon Township which borders Newton from the WestAndover Borough and Andover Township which borders Newton from the South:In regards to Transportation: According to the Town of Newton’s  Municipal Self Assessment, the Town is connected to major transportation corridors including U.S. Route 202 and State Route 94.. Additionally, , the construction of Interstate Route 80 and State Routes 15 and 23, connected Newton to the New York and northern New Jersey metropolitan region, leading to the enhancement and expansion of the local business service sector. 



Demographics/Trends

• The Town’s population been in-flux since 1980 

• Population growth has remained steady from 1900 to 1980
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The town’s historical economic sectors and growth has played a large role in the town’s population growth.The Town’s population increased by 140% through 1860 to 1900, partially due to location and past industries.  Comparatively, from 1900 to 1980, the population growth remained steady- with the population growing by 77% over that 80 year time frame. However, since 1980, the population has been in-flux, overall the town’s population has increased by 626 people or by 8%. The population in 2020 is 8,374.



Plan Endorsement

• Regional Center Designation 
History

• Pilot For The Expedited      
Re-endorsement Process

• Rationale for Plan 
Endorsement And Center 
Designation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Town of Newton had its first Regional Center endorsed in 1993. Then twenty years later,  Newton received its second Regional Center Designation on May 15th 2013. However, This designation expired May 15th 2023. To continue alignment with the State Plan and continue its regional center designation; Newton is a pilot for our expedited re-endorsement process, which is aimed to incentivize and acknowledge the past and current work of municipalities following comprehensive planning consistent with the State PlanNewton’s primary reason for Plan Endorsement and Center renewal is to continue to align its local planning goals and objectives with the (State Plan). 



Newton Town Plan 
Endorsement 

Previous Mapping

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The previous regional center expired on May 15th 2023 was 1,645 acres, and did not include a CES overlay.  The Town’s Boundary consists of 265 acres of (PA4B- the rural and environmentally sensitive planning area,  and  1,900 acres of PA5, the Environmentally SensitivePlanning area. )



Proposed Mapping

Summary of Proposed Mapping

Center 
Designation

Previous 
Acreage

Proposed 
Acreage

Change in 
Acreage

Regional Center 1,645 1,600 -45
CES 0 245 245

Planning 
Area

Label Existing 
Acreage

Proposed 
Acreage

Change 
in 
Acreage

PA 4B Rural/Environm
entally Sensitive

265 288 23

PA 5 Environmentally 
Sensitive

1,900 1,598 -302

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Town of Newton proposes an amendment to the Newton Regional Center boundary. This revision, informed by a Critical Environmental Site (CES) Overlay, aims to remove environmentally sensitive and hazardous areas while incorporating regions more suitable for growth with essential infrastructure and public services. The CES overlay consists of 245 acres and is primarily located in areas of flood concerns, where threatened and endangered species, rank 3+ exist, and other environmental sensitive features. This approach aligns with the Town's objectives to preserve environmentally sensitive areas and focus redevelopment efforts on growth-accommodating zones. The revised Center Boundary is 1,600 acres (a reduction of 45 acres) and primarily encompasses the Downtown district, areas adjacent to collector roads, and significant neighborhood and public facilities. Including a 1.6 mile rail to trail conversion. 
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es
Event(s) Date
The Forestry Stewardship Plan 10/2012
Master Plan 2008
Natural Resource Inventory 2023
Conservation Element 2023
Open Space and Recreation Plan 2023
Town Center Designation 05/13/2013
Water Restriction Ordinance 12/9/2013
Form-Based Code Zoning 2012

Zoning Map 2014
Adopted Sussex County Waste Water
Management Plan 2017

Neighborhood Preservation Program 2023
Revised Housing Element & Fair Share Plan 2016
Affordable Housing Status Updates 2018 – 2023
Land Use Land Cover 2020
Land Use Plan Element 2019
Sussex County Strategic Growth Plan 2014
Sussex County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Action Plan 2021
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan Amended June 2019
Community Forestry Management Plan 2018 – 2022
Water and Sewer Connection Fees Ordinance 04/10/2023

Municipal Self-Assessment 02/26/2024
Opportunity and Constraints Report 05/07/2024
Plan and Implementation Agreement 01/27/2025
PIC Approval TBD
SPC Adoption TBD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Newton has consistently updated its Master Plan and elements, ordinances, and municipal plans to align with the State Plan goals. In this table I have outlined planning milestones Newton achieved. The items in bold are the items that directly relate to the plan endorsement process. 





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the previous Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is an overview of the items The Town of Newton has completed to continue consistency with the eight State Plan goals. The town agreed to Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area  and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive 
Planning Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area
Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and TownsThe 2001 State plan defines Towns as New Jersey’s traditional Centers of commerce and government. This is the case for the Town of Newton. Newton is seeking regional center designation and is within the Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA-4B) and The Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA 5) , given the Town’s topography and environment,. 





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural Resources and SystemsNewton completed a comprehensive Master Plan Update in 2023, which included a Natural Resource Inventory (NRI), Conservation Element, and Open Space and Recreation Plan.  Natural Resource Inventory: The NRI serves as a foundation for identifying and preserving existing environmental and cultural resources. The data from the NRI will be utilized to conduct a vulnerability analysis and a Climate Change-Related Hazard Vulnerability Assessment, which is a mandatory component of  Plan Implementation Agreement and the next update to the Town's Land Use Element of the Master Plan. Conservation Element : The purpose of the Conservation Element is to identify measures to provide for the preservation, conservation, and utilization of natural resources. The Town has a particular consideration for Soil Conservation; Groundwater Recharge; and Important Habitats in future planning efforts.. Specifically, the Town’s goals for the Conservation Plan Element to:  1. Conserve and protect environmentally sensitive areas (e.g. steep slopes, floodplains, and important habitats); 2. Prevent the degradation of the environment through improper use of land; 3. Utilize modern water runoff control techniques to improve local drainage patterns;4. To promote green building techniques, low impact development, energy efficient buildings and the use of alternative energy 





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for 
All Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic Growth, Development and Renewal for All Residents of New JerseyAccording to the Town’s municipal self assessment: Newton seeks to foster diverse and contemporary economic drivers that benefit not only the town but also Sussex County and New Jersey as a whole. The Town boasts a significant mix of small- and large-scale businesses within its boundaries and offers diverse housing options for families of all income levels, as well as a variety of mom-and-pop stores, unique dining establishments, and shopping experiences.The Town has also completed eight (8) Redevelopment Area studies:  The redevelopment studies focus on increasing economic development and mixed-use buildings, a continuity of the pedestrian experience. McGuire Redevelopment Area; Hicks Avenue Redevelopment Area; Paterson Avenue Redevelopment Area;Diller Avenue Redevelopment Area; Merriam Gateway Redevelopment Area; Sparta AvenueRedevelopment Area; 121 Water Street Redevelopment Area; and the Armory ShopRite Redevelopment Area.





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #4: Protect the Environment, Prevent and Clean Up Pollutionas mentioned before, Newton completed a comprehensive Master Plan Update in 2023, which included a (NRI), Conservation Element, and Open Space and Recreation Plan.  Conservation Element and Open Space and Recreation Plan: additionally, the goals of the Conservation Element and Open Space and Recreation Plan address local vulnerability and resiliency issues 





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, 
Police Department, and Recycling Center
Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam 
Avenue Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public Facilities and Services at a Reasonable CostAccording to the Town’s Municipal Self Assessment a. Nearly all of Newton’s current and projected population/development growth has or will have access topublic water and sewer infrastructure, in addition to public road frontage and electric and natural gasutilities. Furthermore, Newton focuses on preserving its existing transportation infrastructure ratherthan building new roads. Most recently, the Town received funding to create sidewalks along MillStreet. There are numerous public facilities and services located in the town: Memory Park, Pine Street Park, Summit Avenue Park, Newton Square, Newton Dog Park, its Firehouses, Municipal Buildings and Courthouse, Sussex County Community College and Newton Medical CenterNewton Pool, Police Department, and Recycling Center. The public parks are free to all persons and the Newton Pool is free for residents.





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a Reasonable CostThe Town is a strong advocate and supporter of affordable housing. As of March 2024, The Town has 118 units that can potentially apply to Present Need and Future Obligations According to the Town’s Municipal Self-Assessment; the town boasts a variety of housing options and affordability, particularly for the region.  Affordable housing is mandated in the SD-9 Planned Neighborhood Development District, which includes a mandatory 20% set-aside for affordable housing. Senior citizen community housing is encouraged through the SD-7 Senior Community District, which permits residential and institutional development best for seniors. In addition, the Town completed a 2023 Affordable Housing Status Update, which included a variety of actions to further the Town’s affordable housing. A Declaratory Judgment was granted by the Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division, by Order on May 27, 2016, finding that the Town of Newton is in compliance with its constitutional obligations for affordable housing and provides a realistic opportunity for low- and moderate-income housing. Since the 2015 Housing Element and Fair Share Plan approval, the town has completed several actions to further achieve the Town’s affordable Housing Obligations. Actions within the last two years include: 1. November 9, 2023: Resolution #248-2023 is approved, which authorizes the disbursement of$25,000 from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund to Katie’s House, Inc. to purchase a residence located at 18 Donald Avenue for use as a group home;2. May 23, 2022: Resolution #148-2022 is approved, which approves bills and vouchers for Payment.The Newton Housing Authority, established by municipal ordinance on April 14, 1969, is looking into HUD’s Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program to simplify accessing money to repair and improve the property. On October 8th 2024, Newton’s Housing Authority notified residents of Liberty Towers, of their desire to convert Liberty Towers, which consists of 48 studio and 32 one-bedroom units, from public housing to section 8 rental housing under the (RAD) program.  https://newtonhousingauthority.com/about/#:~:text=With%20the%20support%20of%20its,Information%20Notice%20%E2%80%93%20October%208%2C%202024 





Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas 
with Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open 
Space and Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and Recreational ValueOpen Space and Recreation Plan Element: adopted in 2023, this element to the Master Plan recognizes the need to preserve open space for conservation and recreational purposes. Presently, the Township has approximately 282 acres of preserved lands owned by the State, County, Municipal governments. According to the National Recreation and Park Association guidelines, the Town is meeting its present need of open space and recreation. By 2029, the town will still meet the guidelines. As mentioned before, the goals of the Conservation Element and Open Space and Recreation Plan address local vulnerability and resiliency issuesHistoric Preservation Commission: created in 1987, own Council established a local ordinance creating the Historic Preservation Commission. The Historic Preservation Advisory Commission is responsible for maintaining the historic integrity of the Newton Historic District.In 1992, the Town prepared the nomination application for the “Newton Town Plot Historic District.” The Town Plot District was entered on the State Register of Historic Places and on the National Register. The Town Plot District included all of Church Street and Park Place, portions of High, Main, Spring and Moran Streets and no. 1 Dunn Place. In 1993, the Town prepared a study entitled “Archeological Reconnaissance Survey – Town of Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey”, which reviewed and identified pre-colonial settlement history and sites in the Town.





Items
Center Designation in the PA-4B Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area and PA 5  Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Natural Resources Inventory, Conservation Element

Business Development

Public Water, Sewer, Road, Electric, and Natural Gas Infrastructure

Sidewalks along Mill Street

Newton Town Firehouse, Municipal Buildings, Courthouse, Pool, Police 
Department, and Recycling Center

Four schools: Newton High School, Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue 
Elementary School, and Newton Preschool at MAS

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

Open Space and Recreation Element

Historic Preservation Commission

Adhering to the Master Plan, including affordable housing component.

Fulfilling items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement.

Collaborating with the State and County to align with their respective 
planning initiatives.

Consistency with the State Plan
Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and 
Towns

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural 
Resources and Systems

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic 
Growth, Development and Renewal for All 
Residents of New Jersey

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, 
Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public 
Facilities and Services at a Reasonable 
Cost

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a 
Reasonable Cost

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated 
Planning and Implementation Statewide

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In accordance with Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated Planning and Implementation StatewideAdhering to the Master Plan, including its affordable housing component. The town has provided affordable housing status updates from 2018 – 2023. The town has agreed to fulfill the items outlined in the Plan and Implementation Agreement within the agreed upon timeframes.The town has consistently collaborated with the State and County to align with their respective planning initiatives.



Planning & Implementation Agreement

• OPA, Newton, and our State Agency achieved a consensus in regards to the requirements in the Plan 
and Implementation Agreement (PIA). 

• Newton’s Governing Body formally approved the PIA and proposed State Plan Policy Map 
amendments at their January 27th Planning Board meeting. 

• The PIA includes items that OPA and our State Agencies believe will achieve consistency with the State 
Plan, as well as the updated Plan Endorsement Guidelines, which address State priorities for 
environmental justice and climate resiliency, including amendments to the New Jersey Municipal Land 
Use Law (MLUL). 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
OPA, Newton, and our State Agency achieved a consensus in regards to the requirements in the Plan and Implementation Agreement (PIA). Newton’s Governing Body formally approved the PIA and proposed State Plan Policy Map amendments at their January 27th Planning Board meeting. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------END SCREEN SHARE – SHARE YOUR SCREEN TO DRAFT PIA. Now I am going to share the agreed upon PIA --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The PIA addresses several environmental concerns, climate change mitigation, and good planning efforts. Many of the PIA items are connected to addressing Climate Change and completing the Climate Change-Related Hazard Vulnerability Assessment within four years. Within one year Newton will review the DCA community asset map for areas in need of redevelopment. 



Recommendation

Based on the work the Town of Newton has supplied, actions taken and committed to complete, it is

OPA’s recommendation that the State Planning Commission adopt the Resolution for Plan Endorsement. 
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