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Agenda

• Welcome

• Keynote – NJ Acting Secretary of State Tahesha Way

• Jersey Civic Engage

• NJ Alliance for Civic Engagement – NJACE

• The Stages of Our Civic Engagement Outreach Effort

• The Primary – A First Step for Organizing Your Team
• The Youth Vote

• #TrustedInfo 2022

• Discussion

• Next Steps





Jersey Civic Engage

• Multi-faceted, non-partisan initiative of the NJ Secretary of State’s Office 

• Building on our great NJ Census 2020 coalition & its success, to grow civic 
and voter engagement throughout New Jersey

• Serves as an umbrella for multiple programs aimed at facilitating and 
encouraging collaborative civic engagement, with a particular focus on 
our youth

• DOS will provide guidance, information and tools to participants

• The New Jersey Alliance for Civic Engagement – NJACE – is a key program 
of Jersey Civic Engage



Our Civic Engagement Philosophy & Principles 

• Educate & Empower

• A healthy democracy needs active and engaged citizens 

• When people have a stake in their communities, they are more likely 
to involve others and have a reason to vote
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Our Civic Engagement Philosophy & Principles 

• Voting is important to both individual voters, and their communities

• Voter engagement & civic engagement are intertwined

• Expand interest in voting beyond just presidential and congressional 
elections to local, county & state elections
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Our Civic Engagement Philosophy & Principles 

• Create community-initiated conversations about what is 
important to each community and its residents and relate that 
to why we need to vote

• We want to ensure that all those who want it, have a seat at 
the table

• Respectful, Empowering, Inclusive
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Our Goals 

• Increase civic and voter participation by everyday New Jerseyans across and 
among our diverse communities

• Make voting a sustainable community activity & norm. We want to activate 
communities to vote as a community
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Jersey Civic Engage

• Visit and share jerseycivicengage.nj.gov, 
the online home for Jersey Civic Engage

• Goal – Make voting a sustainable 
community value and norm

• Focus on young voters

• NJ Alliance for Civic Engagement (NJACE)

https://nj.gov/state/elections/jersey-civic-engage.shtml




What We Learned From Our Census Initiative 

• No one, including us, can do all of this themselves

• No one organization, on its own, can optimally carry out a broad-based 
statewide initiative like this

• Local teams are the most effective & productive way to organize

• Collaborative Coalitions can effectively leverage resources and coordinate 
efforts to reach its goals

• Collaborative Coalitions Work when:

• Members commit to sharing ideas and working together on a broader 
project for the common good
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NJ Alliance for Civic Engagement - NJACE

• NJACE is the core Jersey Civic Engage program

• A non-partisan statewide collaborative coalition built on the foundation of our 
very successful Census coalition
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NJ Alliance for Civic Engagement - NJACE

• NJACE presents a unique opportunity to increase civic participation across our 
entire state

• Focus - To promote and increase civic and voter engagement in communities 
across New Jersey through collaboration around strategies, tactics and actions.

• It is designed to grow from the bottom up with support and guidance from the 
top down
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NJACE

• A cross-section of participants including various organizations, community groups, 
civic organizations, everyday New Jerseyans and more

• Organizing of non-partisan community teams, called Local Civic Engagement Teams 
(LCET) comprised of trusted voices in the community will be strongly encouraged

• Grow the participation of everyday New Jerseyans in the public life of their 
communities around the community issues that matter to them
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The Structure of NJACE



DOS Management Team

• Oversight of the NJACE Core Team and Local Civic Engagement Teams 
(LCET)
• DOS Staff will assist in the support of the LCETs
• Provide guidance, information and tools to participants
• Will organize statewide activities 

• Will identify and work with regional and national partners that can 
assist with programmatic resources
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NJACE Core Team

• Will be developed over time

• Its function is to advise, support and provide advice to the DOS Team and guidance to 
the Local Civic Engagement Teams (LCETs)

• The Team will be comprised of a cross-section of participants from the faith, 
education, non-profit, healthcare, business, labor and government communities, 
community groups and community members

• Core Team Members are volunteers with specific areas of expertise

• Lead in those areas to recruit, train and coach other coalition members and volunteers

• Help to facilitate bringing multiple LCETs together to effectively carry out their action 
plans
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Local Civic Engagement Team - LCET

• The backbone of the NJACE’s outreach effort 

• They will be comprised of a cross-section of participants

• Will serve as community action organizing teams and will be the center for all 
resources and activities related to civic and voter engagement
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Local Civic Engagement Team - LCET

• Volunteer led - 2 Co-Leaders & operational leads

• Will develop action plans specific to their own community

• Provide resources that can be shared on the Jersey Civic Engage website
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Local Civic Engagement Team - LCET

• Will serve specific geographic areas but could also encompass areas of 
special interest

• Will provide a vehicle for coordinating and nurturing cooperative, 
collaborative efforts within their communities and with other communities 
and entities

• Their local knowledge, influence, and resources will establish them as 
trusted voices in their communities to educate, promote and grow civic 
and voter engagement
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LCET Activities - Examples

• Organize community events to educate and create awareness about voting

• Organize voter registration activities (i.e. – Voter registration and information 

kiosks, tabling at community events and fairs, etc.)

• Information forums about how to recognize misinformation & disinformation

• Conduct youth forums about civic engagement  and voting

• Host interfaith breakfasts

• Organize community discussions about how to get involved civically

21



LCET Activities - Examples

• Organize LCET kickoff meetings

• Provide school classroom resources

• Help recruit poll workers

• Incorporate civic engagement and voter related information in newsletters, 

social media posts, podcasts, mailings and websites

• Form volunteer online action sub-teams to amplify civic engagement 

related information via social media

• Recruit volunteers
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Department of State Anchor Events & Activities

• Statewide Days of Action

• The Ballot Bowl

• High School Student 
Voter Registration Week

• National Voter Registration Day

• Constitution Week

• National Voter Education Week

• Votes for Valor

• National Early Vote Day

• Revolution NJ

• Additional Civic Holidays

• Every Election
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Stages of the Civic 
Engagement Outreach Effort 



Stages of the Civic Engagement Outreach Effort 

• Launch – March 31, 2022

• Education and Awareness Building - Spring 2022 and ongoing

• Social Media - March 2022 and Ongoing 

• Capacity & Resource Building - March 2022 and Ongoing

• Organizing of Local Civic Engagement Teams (LCET) - April 2022 and Ongoing

• Inter- and Intra- Governmental Effort - April 2022 and Ongoing

• Public Events - March 2022 and Ongoing

• Encouragement and Commitment – April, May & September, October Ongoing 

• Motivation - April, May & September, October Ongoing 
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The Primary – Begin Organizing Your Team

The Primary Election is a great way to promote voter engagement 
and at the same time use it as way to start organizing your team.
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Vote.NJ.Gov



Voting By Mail

• Applications for Vote-By-Mail Ballots can be found at Vote.NJ.Gov

• Deadline to submit Vote-By-Mail Application to County Clerk:
To receive by Mail – May 31
In Person – June 6 by 3PM at County Clerk’s Office



How Can I Return My Ballot?

• 1... Mail: It must be postmarked on or before 
8pm on June 7

• 2... Secure Ballot Drop Box: Place your ballot 
in one of your county’s secure ballot drop 
boxes by 8:00 p.m. on June 7. Drop box 
locations can be found at Vote.NJ.Gov

• 3... Board of Elections Office: Deliver your 
ballot in person to your county’s Board of 
Elections Office by 8:00 p.m. on June 7. County 
contact information can be found at 
Vote.NJ.Gov

• 4.NOTE: Your vote-by-mail ballot CANNOT be 
returned to your early voting location or 
polling place for this election

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Track My Ballot

• Track your Vote by Mail through 
the “Track My Ballot” feature on 
Vote.NJ.Gov

• To create an account, you will 
need one of the following:

o Voter ID # (Found on “Am I 
Registered” page or your 
ballot) 

o Driver’s License Number
o Last 4 Digits of SSN

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


In-Person Early Voting

• In-Person Early Voting for the 2022 Primary Election begins on Friday, 
June 3 through Sunday, June 5 

• Each NJ county will hold three (3) days of early, in-person machine 
voting

• Each early voting location will be open Friday through Saturday from 
10am to 8pm and Sunday from 10am to 6pm

• Go to Vote.NJ.Gov to find your early voting sites

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml








Poll Workers

Citizens, including college and high 
school students, are encouraged to 

apply. Training will be provided. 
This is a great opportunity to earn 
additional money and participate 

in our democracy.

Submit an application to be a 
poll worker by visiting: 

Pollworker.NJ.Gov

https://nj.gov/state/elections/pollworker.shtml


Why The Youth Vote Matters



Why The Youth Vote Matters

The 26th Amendment
• Passed by Congress March 23, 1971, and ratified July 1, 1971, the 26th 

amendment granted the right to vote to American citizens aged eighteen or 

older

Voting is More than Presidential & Midterm Elections
• Begin a lifelong commitment to voting, community and civic engagement.

• Voting is local 

• Voting in all elections has a correlation with increased civic engagement







#TrustedInfo2022

• #TrustedInfo2022 is a non-partisan public education effort to promote election 
officials as THE trusted sources of election information

• It aims to highlight New Jersey’s state and local election officials as the credible, 
verified sources for election information

• By driving voters directly to election officials’ websites and social media pages will 
ensure: 

• Voters are getting, accurate election information 

• Cut down on the misinformation and disinformation that can surround elections

• More faith in the integrity of the democratic process



#TrustedInfo2022

• Download the #TrustedInfo2022 Supporter Toolkit

• The Alliance will develop & share best practices and resources about how 
to identify & respond to misinformation and disinformation

https://nj.gov/state/elections/assets/jerseycivicengage/Trusted-Info-Supporter-Toolkit-2022.pdf


Primary Election Day & Key Dates

Here are key deadlines for the upcoming Primary Election:

• April 23: Commencement of mailing of Vote-by-Mail Ballots for the Primary Election

• May 17: Deadline to Register to Vote for the Primary Election

• May 31: Deadline to apply for a Vote-by-Mail Ballot by Mail for Primary Election

• June 3 – June 5: In-Person Early Voting Period

• June 6 at 3pm: Deadline to apply for a Vote by Mail ballot in person at your County 
Clerk’s office

• June 7: Election Day - Polls are open from 6:00am-8:00pm



Here’s how YOU can help:

• Organize community activities to remind people to vote. Distribute voting flyers. Participate in 
#TrustedInfo 2022

• As always, encourage your networks and followers to go to Vote.NJ.Gov for the most up-to-date information 
for the 2022 Primary Election

• Share our new Jersey Civic Engage initiative page at JerseyCivicEngage.NJ.Gov
o It’s a hands-on clearinghouse with a major focus on voting as a sustainable community activity.

• We will share posts highlighting all upcoming elections in NJ. Watch 
our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts and feel free to share anything we post
o New Jersey Division of Elections - @NJ_Votes
o Jersey Civic Engage - @NJCivicEngage

• Please make sure to use #NJVotes so we can like and share your posts

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/elections/jersey-civic-engage.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/NJVotes
https://www.instagram.com/nj_votes/
https://twitter.com/NJ_Votes


Discussion

• Why did you decide to attend this meeting?

• What do you think about what you’ve heard today?

• What is it that you/your organization is doing that aligns 
with NJACE?

• What do you need from us at DOS?



Next Steps

• Call to Action –Join NJACE and ask others to join

• Increase community awareness of the Primary Election on June 7th

• Begin to identify possible members for your LCET team

• Set next meeting date



Contact Information

Dr. Lauren Zyriek Enriquez                      
New Jersey Department of State

Assistant Secretary of State

Lauren.Zyriek@sos,nj.gov

Eric Kipnis
New Jersey Department of State

Manager, Constituent Relations

Eric.Kipnis@sos.nj.gov

Corey Wolkenberg
New Jersey Department of State

Deputy Chief of Staff

Corey.Wolkenberg@sos.nj.gov

Missy Elias
New Jersey Department of State

Elections & Civic Engagement

Outreach Specialist

Melissa.Elias@sos.nj.gov

mailto:Lauren.Zyriek@sos,nj.gov
mailto:Eric.Kipnis@sos.nj.gov
mailto:Corey.Wolkenberg@sos.nj.gov
mailto:Melissa.Elias@sos.nj.gov


THANK YOU!


