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Introductions



Agenda

• Welcome and Overview

• Primary Election Information Update

• Civic Engagement & Voting

• Center for Hispanic Policy Research and Development

• Voter Education & Outreach
• Jersey Civic Engage/NJACE

• Local Civic Engagement Team Organizing 

• The NJ Ballot Bowl

• NJ High School Voter Registration Week

• What’s Ahead…

• Q & A



The Primary Election

The Primary Election is a great way to get engaged in your 
community and our democracy.
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Vote.NJ.Gov is the official NJ Voter Information Portal
It contains all of the most up to date 

and trusted voting information you’ll need

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Register to Vote

• In New Jersey you can register to vote when you are 17 and vote when 

you are 18

• It’s easy. You can register online or by using a postage paid voter 

registration form

• Want to see if you’re already registered? Go to ‘Am I Registered’ on 

Vote.NJ.Gov

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml






Student Voter Registration & Voting Page 
Provides links to voter registration tools including the online voter registration form and links to 

printable, postage free voter registration forms for each county



The Deadline to Register to Vote 
for the 2024 Primary Election is May 14

Scan the QR Code to go to the ‘Student Voter Registration & Voting Page’ 



There are 3 Ways to Vote in New Jersey

• At Your Polling Place On Election Day
• In-Person Early Voting
• Vote by Mail



Voting On Election Day

• Primary Election Day is Tuesday, June 4

• The polls are open from 6am-8pm

• Go to Vote.NJ.Gov to find your polling location

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


In-Person Early Voting

• In-Person Early Voting for the 2024 Primary Election begins on 
Wednesday, May 29 and runs through Sunday, June 2

• Each NJ county will hold five (5) days of early, in-person machine voting

• Each early voting location will be open Wednesday through Saturday 
from 10am to 8pm and Sunday from 10am to 6pm

• Go to Vote.NJ.Gov to find your early voting sites

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Voting By Mail

• Applications for Mail-in Ballots can be found at Vote.NJ.Gov

• Deadline to submit Mail-in Ballot Application to County Clerk:
To receive by Mail – May 28
In Person – June 3 by 3PM at County Clerk’s Office

https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Track My Ballot

• Track your Mail-in Ballot through 
the “Track My Ballot” feature on 
Vote.NJ.Gov

• To create an account, you will 
need one of the following:

o Voter ID # (Found on “Am I 
Registered” page or your 
ballot) 

o Driver’s License Number
o Last 4 Digits of SSN

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


How Can I Return My Mail-in Ballot?

• 1... Mail: It must be postmarked on or before 8pm on 
June 4

• 2... Secure Ballot Drop Box: Place your ballot in 
one of your county’s secure ballot drop boxes by 8:00 
p.m. on June 4. Drop box locations can be found at 
Vote.NJ.Gov

• 3... Board of Elections Office: Deliver your ballot in 
person to your county’s Board of Elections Office by 
8:00 p.m. on June 4. County contact information can 
be found at Vote.NJ.Gov

• 4.NOTE: Your Mail-in Ballot CANNOT be returned 
to your early voting location or polling place for 
this election

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml




Become A Poll Worker

Citizens, including college and high 
school students 16 & above, are 

encouraged to apply. Training will 
be provided. 

This is a great opportunity to earn 
additional money and participate 

in our democracy.

Submit an application to be a 
poll worker by visiting: 

Pollworker.NJ.Gov

https://nj.gov/state/elections/pollworker.shtml




Primary Election Day & Key Dates

Here are key deadlines for the upcoming Primary Election :

• April 20: Commencement of mailing of Mail-in Ballots for the Primary Election

• May 14: Deadline to Register to Vote for the Primary Election

• May 28: Deadline to apply for a Mail-in Ballot by Mail for Primary Election

• May 29 – June 2: In-Person Early Voting Period

• June 3 at 3pm: Deadline to apply for a Mail-in Ballot in person at your County Clerk’s 
office

• June 4: Primary Election Day - Polls are open from 6:00am-8:00pm



Civic Engagement and Voting
Jersey Civic Engage 



John Lewis said… 

“Democracy is not a state. It is an act, and each generation 
must do its part….”
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What You Do Matters. Your Vote Matters!

In other words – Democracy in this country is not about what we 
have. It is what we do!
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The Importance of Civic Engagement & Voting



The Importance of Civic Engagement 

• Educate and Empower

• A healthy democracy needs active and engaged citizens 

• Stay informed. Get involved.

• When people have a stake in their communities, they are more likely 
to involve others and have a reason to vote
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Civic Engagement & Voting 

• Voter engagement & civic engagement are directly related

• Voter engagement is a form of civic engagement

• Voting is important to you as an individual and to your community

• When we all vote, we take on a commitment to tackle issues to 
strengthen our communities and our democracy
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Civic Engagement & Voting 

• This year we will elect the President, as well as members of Congress and a Senator. These are, of 
course, very important elections

• But voting is more than Presidential & Congressional Elections

• Because here’s the thing – Most of the governance that affects us all occurs at the state, county 
and local levels

• So, it’s very important to vote in all elections

• In the Primary Election on June 4th we will be voting to choose candidates for municipal office, 
county office, the House of Representatives, the Senate and the President of the United States

• The candidates we choose now will run for office in November

• Please be sure to  be engaged and vote. It’s the best way to strengthen our democracy.
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Civic Engagement & Voting 

• Create community-initiated conversations about what is 
important to each community and its residents and relate that 
to why we need to vote

• We want to ensure that all those who want it, have a seat at 
the table

• Respectful, Empowering, Inclusive
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Be An Informed New Jersey Voter



CHPRD.NJ.GOV

May 2024

New Jersey Department of State



About the 

CHPRD
The Center for Hispanic Policy, Research 

and Development (CHPRD) was 

established in 1975 to address the needs 

of the Hispanic community. The Center was 

mandated to provide funding for Hispanic 

initiatives in New Jersey. The CHPRD has 

a director and an advisory committee, all 

appointed with Governor approval. The 

Secretary of State serves as an ex-officio 

member of the advisory committee.

CHPRD.NJ.GOV



CHPRD.NJ.GOV

More about the CHPRD
The CHPRD administers an annual appropriation from the 

State of New Jersey. The Center seeks to empower, provide 

financial support and technical assistance to primarily 

Hispanic community-based organizations and also ensures 

the executive and legislative branches are informed of 

legislative initiatives with potential impact on the Hispanic 

community. CHPRD seeks to promote a new model of 

community development that is focused on making REAL 

impacts in people’s lives while helping community based 

organizations achieve greater self-sufficiency.



Our Areas of Focus

# 1

Administration of an annual 

appropriation from the State 

of New Jersey

# 2

The Governor’s Hispanic 

Fellows Program

# 3

Policy and Research

CHPRD.NJ.GOV



Our Traction
Grants Awarded in Fiscal Year 2024

3 Million 

Total Funds Awarded:

63

Number of Grants:

$44,305

Average Grant Amount:

CHPRD.NJ.GOV



Back to Agenda

The Governor’s 

Hispanic Fellows
The Fellows Program attracts high-performing students with an interest in diversity

and inclusion who seek to acquire the skills necessary for success in a professional

workplace. The Fellows are coached on skills such as written communication,

negotiation, public speaking, organization and time management, professional

etiquette, giving and receiving feedback, and so on.

The Program combines practical, hands-on experience with traditional classroom

instruction, guest presentations by leading professionals, as well as other unique

skill-building opportunities.

Overall, the Program leads to increased preparedness for a professional workplace

and imparts the skills necessary for Latinos to flourish as professionals in our 21st

century economy.



CHPRD



Connect with us.
Email 

marelyn.rivera@sos.nj.gov

Social Media 

Instagram: @nj_chprd

Facebook:NJCHPRD

Call us 

609-777-4413



Voter Education & Outreach 



Department of State Civic Engagement Programs:
You Can Get Involved





Jersey Civic Engage

• A multi-faceted, non-partisan initiative of the NJ Secretary of State’s 
Office 

• Serves as an umbrella for multiple programs aimed at facilitating and 
encouraging collaborative civic engagement, with a particular focus on 
our youth

• Provides guidance, information and tools to participants

• The New Jersey Alliance for Civic Engagement – NJACE – is a key program 
of Jersey Civic Engage



Check out Jersey Civic Engage’s website at 
JerseyCivicEngage.NJ.Gov

https://nj.gov/state/elections/jersey-civic-engage.shtml


https://nj.gov/state/elections/jersey-civic-engage-njace.shtml


NJ Alliance for Civic Engagement - NJACE

• NJACE is the core Jersey Civic Engage program

• A non-partisan statewide collaborative coalition built on the foundation 
of our very successful Census coalition
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Local Civic Engagement Team - LCET

● The backbone of the NJACE’s outreach effort 

● They will be comprised of a cross-section of participants

● Will serve as community action organizing teams and will be the center 

for all resources and activities related to civic and voter engagement
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WHY SHOULD WE  FORM LOCAL CIVIC ENGAGEMENT TEAMS?

● Community influencers who can create localized messaging that resonates with 
other members of the community

● Trusted voices that can mobilize community resources and persuade community 
members to be engaged and vote

● To meet the primary goal of increasing civic and voter engagement in our 
communities 
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Why?

Empowering
• Volunteers feel part of something bigger

• Volunteers take on more responsibility

• Volunteers can own a specific piece

Benefits

More 

Productive

Built to Last

• Team members work more than twice as many 

hours as regular volunteers

• Teams produce more work than individuals

• Enough people to do what needs to be done

• Grows with additional  volunteers

• Strong volunteer leadership structure

Organize As a Team: 

BECAUSE IT WORKS!





About the Local Civic Engagement Organizing Toolkit

● The Toolkit reflects the philosophy and goals of the NJACE Coalition

● The Toolkit was designed to be used by organizers at multiple levels of 

experience

● It should be shared with others in the community

● Its focus is civic engagement  & voter engagement as a function of that

● There will be additions to the Toolkit over time
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Local Civic Engagement Team Organizing Toolkit and Resources







NJ Ballot Bowl 

• A program of the New Jersey Department of State’s Jersey Civic Engage initiative 

• It is a statewide non-partisan voter registration and engagement competition 

• Led by and for students

• Campuses are divided into conferences based on size of enrollment

• Winners are determined by the highest total of new voter registrations & pledges to 

vote as a percentage of a school’s total enrollment

• New additional pilot program – Ballot Bowl Community Engage



New Jersey High School Voter Registration Week



New Jersey High School Voter Registration Week

• The NJ High School Voter Registration Week Program is now in its third year and is 
happening right now.

• This year it ran from April 14-20, in anticipation of the primary election voter 
registration deadline on May 14, 2024.

• Invites high schools and communities to facilitate the non-partisan registration of 
eligible 18-year-old high school students and eligible 17-year-old students, who will be 
18 in time for the next election. 

• We collaborate with community groups, colleges, non-profits and with the NJ 
Department of Education to maximize the program’s effectiveness.



New Law Promotes Civic Engagement for 
Public School Students

Allows for an excused absence for civic activity

• Allows each public school student from grades 6 through 12 to have one State-excused 
absence per school year to be used for a civic event.

• These State-excused absences can only be applied to an event sponsored by a government 
entity, a community-based organization, or a nonprofit. 

• The civic event is required to incorporate an element of service learning and address a 
public issue or concern. For example, being a poll worker or participating in a non-partisan 
voter registration activity.

• To apply, parents or guardians of the student must provide a signed written notice at least 5 
school days prior, as well as relevant documentation proving the event meets all established 
requirements. School districts may choose to allot additional excused absences for these 
same purposes.



Here’s What You Can Do:

• Make sure you are registered to vote!

• Make a commitment to VOTE!

• VOTE!

• Ask 5 of your friends to register to vote 

• Ask 5 friends to vote

• Become a Poll Worker

• Let people know about Vote.NJ.Gov

• Follow us on social media & share our posts
o New Jersey Division of Elections - @NJ_Votes
o Jersey Civic Engage - @NJCivicEngage
o Use the hashtag #NJStudentsVote

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


What’s Ahead…..

• Promote community discussions about the value of civic engagement

• Participate in and organize statewide around Civic Holidays like:
o NJ High School Voter Registration Week April 14-20, 2024

o National Voter Registration Day

o Civic Learning Week

• Voter Outreach & Education

• Continue to Build Local Civic Engagement Teams

• Community Organizing Training for Civic Engagement

• Ballot Bowl 2024

• We want to hear from you





Contact Information

Marelyn Rivera                      
New Jersey Department of State

Deputy Chief of Staff

Contact us at NJDOS@sos.nj.gov

Eric Kipnis
New Jersey Department of State

Manager, Constituent Relationsf

mailto:NJDOS@sos.nj.gov




THANK YOU!


