MIDDLESEX COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT:

TECHNICAL OUTLINE OF

POPULATION & EMPLOYMENT PROJECTIONS

The basic elements process of projecting population and employment for Middlesex County and its municipalities was founded on County totals from the New Jersey Department of Labor, which were used as approximate controls for projecting municipal projections. Projections were made for every five years from 2005 to 2025. Data for years not available from NJDOL were interpolated from their data.

Future municipal population levels were determined initially by straight line projections of prior levels based on the Censuses of 1960-1990. These were adjusted in three ways: 1) by adjustments proportional to County control totals; 2) to be consistent with probable growth levels based on vacant residential land and the growth prospects for each municipality; and 3) by municipal review of the results.

Future municipal employment levels were determined initially by straight line projections based on employees receiving unemployment insurance. These were adjusted based on address corrections for major firms and on general participation rates in unemployment insurance by industry. These were further adjusted in three ways: 1) to fit County control totals; 2) to be consistent with expected levels of economic development and vacant non-residential land for each municipality; and 3) by municipal review of the results. 

