Preface

Middlesex County decided to prepare its Cross-acceptance Report for the proposed 2005 revisions to the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan through an inclusive process involving the municipalities, other key stakeholders, and the public.

The process was initiated by the Middlesex County Planning Board. The Board agreed to participate in Cross-acceptance at its meeting of December 9, 2003, and requested and was designated by Resolution of the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders on April 1, 2004, as the official “negotiating entity” for the County. The Planning Board elected to use the existing Middlesex County Smart Growth Task Force (formed in 2001 to provide input on Middlesex County’s Strategic Planning Process) as the primary vehicle for municipal, public and other stakeholder participation in the cross-acceptance process.

On March 9, 2004 the Middlesex County Planning Board sent a formal invitation to each municipality in the County to participate in the third round of Cross-acceptance. Each municipality was requested to adopt a resolution to participate. 

As part of the cross-acceptance process and to facilitate municipal input, the Middlesex County Planning Department prepared a municipal questionnaire regarding the proposed State Plan, for distribution to the County’s municipalities. The questionnaire was reviewed by the Smart Growth Task Force and was subsequently distributed to all municipalities on June 2, 2004. A follow-up letter was sent on August 26, 2004, to the municipalities that had not yet responded to the questionnaire. In addition, meetings were held with several municipalities that requested the opportunity to discuss the objectives of the cross-acceptance process. 

The Smart Growth Task Force initiated discussions regarding the cross-acceptance process at its meeting of September 9, 2003. The Task Force provided input on the development of the County’s scope of work for Cross-acceptance and has continued to discuss State Plan-related matters at its meetings of February 17, April 13, May 11, and July 13, 2004. The State Planning Commission and the New Jersey Office of Smart Growth, in conjunction with the Middlesex County Planning Board, held a Public Information Meeting regarding the proposed revisions to the State Plan on June 15, 2004. The Smart Growth Task Force met again on September 14, 2004, to review and provide comment on the first draft of the Middlesex County Cross-acceptance Report. A public hearing regarding the first draft of Middlesex County’s Cross-acceptance Report was held on October 5, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. in the Middlesex County Planning Board’s Meeting Center in New Brunswick. As a result of the indications that additional time was required by some stakeholders, the record of the public hearing was held open until the October 12, 2004 Smart Growth Task Force meeting. The Cross-acceptance Report was discussed further at the October 12 meeting and it was agreed that interested parties would be given until 

October 19, 2004 to submit additional comments. It was agreed that if any comments were received by the 19th  that impacted a municipality, the municipality would be informed and allowed to provide comments. Minutes of all Task Force meetings at which Cross-acceptance was discussed, the June 15th Public Information Meeting, and the October 5, 2004 Public Hearing are provided in Appendix A of this Report.

This Report is organized as follows:

Part I provides Middlesex County’s comments regarding the proposed State Plan. In addition the population and employment projections recommended by Middlesex County are included in this part of the Report.

Part II provides all questionnaire responses and correspondence received from Middlesex County Municipalities, other governmental entities and other organizations and stakeholders. Municipal responses also include the municipal cross-acceptance participation resolutions received to date.

Part III provides all State Plan Policy Map changes recommended for consideration by the State Planning Commission.

Appendix A includes all minutes of meetings held relating to the Middlesex County Cross-acceptance process to date.

