Public Comments
Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders Regular Meeting

February 9, 2005
Final Morris County Cross-Acceptance Report

Renu Shevade, Esq. representing Canfield Building Associates.

Pitney Hardin LLP

P.O. Box 1945

Morristown, NJ  07962

Ms. Shevade stated that her client, Canfield Building Associates, has a 200+ acre property in Mine Hill Township at Route 46 and Canfield Avenue.  The property is zoned for commercial and townhouses, which would permit up to 800 dwelling units to be constructed.  The Preliminary Plan change from Planning Area 2 to Planning Area 5 would prohibit the development as permitted by the zoning and would create an island of Planning Area 5 in an area otherwise delineated as Planning Area 1 and 2.  

She stated that there are a number of reasons why the property should remain as Planning Area 2.  The letter by her firm contained in the Final Morris County Cross-Acceptance Report provides the logical basis for maintaining the Planning Area 2 designation for the Canfield property.  Mine Hill has chosen to remain neutral on the change and the Morris County Planning Board will only forward Planning Area changes proposed by the municipality to the State Planning Commission.   Ms. Shevade stated that the County Planning Board is not fulfilling the purpose of Cross-Acceptance.   The Township of Mine Hill is under court order, which is contained in the Report, to cooperate with the developer in obtaining approvals for development, including obtaining an amendment to the wastewater management plan.  There is sufficient basis for the  County Planning to take a position in this case.  Ms. Shevade requested that the Freeholders direct the Morris County Planning Board to amend the Final Morris County Cross-Acceptance Report to change the Planning Area designation of the Canfield property to Planning Area 2.
Bill Wolfe 

Save New Jersey Coalition

Mr. Wolfe represents a coalition of environmental organizations seeking the repeal of the Fast Track Law.  He stated that the Final Morris County Cross-Acceptance Report recognizes the Highlands Act in detail, but does not give adequate attention to the Fast Track Law.  This law does not provide for sufficient public input for development occurring in the Smart Growth Areas, Planning Areas 1 and 2 and designated centers.  The law also permits the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to designate lands as Redevelopment Areas without public or local government notice or input.  In Planning Area 2, a developer can get obtain a “permit by rule” where wastewater treatment approval could be granted automatically without public input.   Mr. Wolfe requested that the Board of Chosen Freeholders file an addendum to the Final Cross-Acceptance Report strengthening the discussion of the Fast Track Law.  He also provided a model resolution seek the repeal of the law.
Dr. Lynn Siebert, President

Burnham Park Association

Dr. Siebert noted that her comments and letters were contained in the Final Morris County Cross-Acceptance Report.  She noted that the map showing changes to the State Plan did not show the change of Jones Woods, a preserved environmentally sensitive property,  from a Planning Area 3 to Planning Area 5 in Morris Township.   She had spoken to Mayor Scott Rosen bush who had stated that the Township would modify the Planning Area designation for this property.

Helen Heinrich
Morris County Board of Agriculture

Ms. Heinrich requested that a paragraph or 2 be added to the report on the importance of agriculture in Morris County.  She stated that municipalities should be reminded to support farmer and the policies of the State Plan.  She also asked if the negotiation sessions will be made public, and was told that the sessions would be open to the public.  

Sandy Batty

ANJEC

Ms. Batty echoed her support of Mr. Wolfe’s comments on the Fast Track law.  She also noted that the NJDEP can make a statement of no environmental harm and such information should be included in an addendum to the Final Cross-Acceptance Report.
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