






Public Comment Opportunity Summary:  

On Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. a public hearing was held in the Mount Olive 
Township municipal court room at 204 Flanders-Drakestown Road, Budd Lake, NJ. Over 500 
property Owners within 200 feet of the proposed map amendments were sent letters about the 
public hearing and an article about the I80 Map Amendment proposal appeared in the Mount 
Olive Chronicle prior to the meeting.  Written public comment closed on January 13, 2013. 

Approximately 60 people attended the public hearing on December 11th. OPA Staff gave a 
general overview of the process and provided additional specifics about both proposed 
amendments.   

Most people who spoke at the meeting asked questions regarding definitions of Planning Areas, 
who initiated this proposal and others were concerned about higher taxes, water supply, flooding 
and well protection. 

Stated Reasons for General Support: 

• 80% of the Township is in the Highlands Preservation Area 
• Need for economic growth for the remaining 20% in Highlands Planning Area 
• Existing master plan and approvals 
• Existing infrastructure 
• Capacity for growth 
• 383,000 gallons per day excess sewerage capacity 
• In the county WQMP 

Stated Reasons for Opposing: 

• Not an Urban Area 

Stated Reasons for General Support with modification: 

• Need for economic growth 
• Placing CES and HCS on the map would protect important environmental and historic 

resources 
 

  



 

Written comments: 

Most written comments came via an online survey that generated an e-mail to our office. 

To:  
Edward J. McKenna, Jr., Chair, New Jersey State Planning Commission  
Gerard.Scharfenberger, Acting Director, Office of Planning Advocacy  

We oppose the State Plan Policy Map Amendments proposed in Mt. Olive, Morris County, to change 413 acres in 
the Foreign Trade Zone from Planning Area-5 to Planning Area-2; and to change 396.5 acres in the vicinity of 
Pleasant Hill and Bartley roads from Planning Area-5 to Planning Area-1, as originally proposed on September 
12, 2012 and discussed at the State Planning Commission hearing in Mt. Olive on December 11, 2012. These 
proposed changes are inconsistent with the known and valuable environmental and cultural resources of these 
locations, they will significantly degrade these resources and will adversely impact the character of our 
communities. We acknowledge that more defined portions of these areas could be redesignated without 
impairing environmental quality, but the wholesale-scale redesignations as proposed are contrary to the goals 
of the State Planning Commission and the State Planning Act.  

More than 750 people signed a petition set up by the Highlands Coalition which auto-generated 
an e-mail stating opposition to the two amendments as written, while accepting that there are 
areas where the Planning Area could be changed without impairing environmental quality. Note 
that about half of the e-mails deviated from the standard text with one line statements that were 
not in support of the proposed amendment. 
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