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R E S O L U T I O N

APPROVAL OF RULE PROPOSAL AMENDING STATE PLANNING RULES AND 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PUBLICATION IN THE NEW JERSEY REGISTER


WHEREAS, the State Planning Commission (Commission) has been created pursuant to the State Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 52:18A-196 et seq.; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203 of the State Planning Act authorizes the Commission to adopt rules and regulations to carry out its purposes including the preparation and adoption of a State Development and Redevelopment Plan (State Plan); the undertaking of a cross-acceptance process in conjunction therewith; and the establishment of procedures to endorse, inter alia, municipal, county and regional that are consistent with the State Plan; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203, the Commission adopted Subchapter 7 of the State Planning Rules on April 28, 2004 that refined the plan endorsement process, a tool developed by the Commission to provide technical assistance and the coordination of municipalities, counties, regional and State agencies to meet the goals of the State Planning Act as embodied in the State Development and Redevelopment Plan; and


WHEREAS, the Commission adopted the regulations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203 with the intent of thereafter reviewing and revising these regulations, to the extent necessary and appropriate, as it considers petitions for plan endorsement under the new process, and, in doing so, to draw upon the lessons learned; and

WHEREAS, on October 17, 2007, the Commission approved amendments to Subchapter 7 of the State Planning Rules, revising the rule to delineate certain procedural requirements and also approved Municipal Plan Endorsement Guidelines, which delineate certain mandatory and discretionary substantive requirements for Plan Endorsement; and

WHEREAS, after further legal review and consideration of provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act, amendments to the rules were recommended to:  incorporate mandatory substantive requirements from the approved Guidelines, amend definitions to reflect newly used terms, clarify public notice requirements and further specify procedural requirements; and

WHEREAS, the Plan Implementation Committee (PIC) considered said amendments at its February 27, 2008 meeting, and directed staff of the Office of Smart Growth to consider issues raised and make any necessary revisions to address said issues; and
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WHEREAS, staff, in consultation with the deputy attorney general, made revisions to the revised rules addressing issues raised at the PIC meeting and in written comments submitted subsequent to said PIC meeting; and

WHEREAS the Commission considered said revisions to the rules at the March 19, 2008 meeting, in which additional issues were raised and written comments and testimony were provided by the public; and directed staff to make any further revisions necessary to address said issues, comments and testimony; and

WHEREAS, staff, in further consultation with the deputy attorney general, made further revisions to the plan endorsement rules to include appropriate language to address said issues, comments and testimony.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission, pursuant to its authority under N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203 of the State Planning Act, hereby approves proposed amendments to the State Planning Rules regarding Plan Endorsement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLIVED that the Commission authorizes the publication of a rule proposal in the New Jersey Register, providing for amendments to Subchapter 7 of the State Planning Rules, N.J.A.C. 5:85-7, in accordance with the requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq.; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Commission and the Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth are hereby authorized to execute such documents and to take such other actions as may be necessary or appropriate for the publication of this rule proposal.
                                                                                                 _____________________________
                                                              Benjamin L. Spinelli, Secretary

                                                                                                 NJ State Planning Commission
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