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RESOLUTION

SUPPORTING SOMERSET COUNTY’S

STRATEGIC INVESTMENT FRAMEWORK

WHEREAS through the leadership of the Somerset County Freeholder Board,  the Somerset County Planning Board has a longstanding objective of coordinating and integrating comprehensive planning goals with the County Master Plan and its Plan elements; and

WHEREAS, the Somerset County Planning Board has actively engaged its municipalities and the private sector through the Somerset County Business Partnership through multiple meetings and workshops in the development and application of the state criteria based system and customized an approach to reflect local conditions and priorities; and

WHEREAS, the Somerset County Planning Board has provided complete transparency in its process by posting various PowerPoint presentations, frequently asked questions and methodology summaries along with all supporting County’s Investment Framework documents on the County Planning Division website; and

WHEREAS, the Somerset County Planning Board approved the final Somerset County Investment Framework and authorized the transmittal of the same to the Somerset County Business Partnership to be used as a geographic investment context in the County CEDS and to be incorporated as a future element of the County Strategic Plan; and 


WHEREAS, Somerset County has been recognized by the Sustainable Raritan River Collaborative (2013 Sustainable Raritan River Award - Outstanding Achievement in Government Innovation), New Jersey Planning Officials (2013 Achievement in Planning Award), New Jersey Future (2013 Best Practice, "Piloting State Strategic Plan Investment Criteria") and by Somerset County’s Employee Recognition Committee Special Team Award; and 

WHEREAS, the State Planning Commission wishes to acknowledge the Somerset County Freeholder Board, Planning Board, the Somerset County Business Partnership and their dedicated staff for their leadership in pioneering an approach to implementing this innovative approach that can serve as a model to foster cooperation and coordination of planning activities between State agencies and counties, local governments, and regional planning authorities; and 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Planning Commission supports the concepts of the Somerset County Investment Framework; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Planning Board, the Somerset County Business Partnership and all County Planning Boards and Regional Planning Authorities.
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