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        Department of Community AFFAIRS

office of smart growth 

MEMORANDUM

to:
STATE PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS

from:
maura mcmanimon, Director, Office of Smart Growth

subject:
CROSS-ACCEPTANCE UPDATE

date:
April 19, 2005


	 


The Office of Smart Growth, as staff to the State Planning Commission, has been actively participating in cross-acceptance negotiations with the county staff and state agencies over the past several months.  To date, we have received complete final cross-acceptance reports from 16 of the 21 counties.  Those counties are:




COUNTY


DATE OF RECEIPT



Atlantic



03/01/05




Bergen



01/28/05





Cape May


02/25/05




Cumberland


03/11/05




Essex



01/26/05




Hudson



02/24/05




Hunterdon


03/30/05




Mercer



02/15/05




Middlesex


01/07/05




Monmouth


01/31/05




Morris



03/10/05




Ocean



02/18/05




Passaic



03/18/05




Salem



01/25/05




Union



03/21/05




Warren



03/10/05

We met with Essex and Bergen county staff in March to discuss policy and mapping recommendations contained in their Cross-Acceptance reports, and will be following up with those two counties to finalize our recommendations for agreement or disagreement before meeting with the SPC’s Negotiation Committee.  Interim reports will be provided.  

Importantly, during our negotiations with the State agencies, the State agencies made certain findings and recommendations for changes to policy contained in the Preliminary State Development and Redevelopment Plan and Policy Map that we believe have a statewide impact that should be considered by the State Planning Commission.  These State agency initiated changes are attached.   The proposed changes to the State Plan and Policy Map are intended to attain consistency between local, county and state plans and the State Plan.  The proposed changes will also serve to better conserve natural resources while eliminating confusion for those using the State Plan and Policy Map.  

Please note that there is included in these recommendations a DEP initiated proposal regarding mapping of stream corridors that we believe should be brought to the attention and consideration of the SPC.  Currently C1 streams are identified separately on the Preliminary Plan Map as purple streams, instead of blue.  Although C1 streams have regulatory buffers, we have concerns with mapping these uniformly on the State Plan Policy Map as CES’s. 

We have also attached for your convenience the Preliminary Mapping methodology used to create the Preliminary State Plan Policy Map that received SPC approval in April 2004.      

5
2

