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R E S O L U T I O N

IN SUPPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture was established by an act of the New Jersey State Legislature recognizing that the importance of agriculture in New Jersey is preeminent and merited its creation as a principal department in the executive branch on March 29, 1916; and

WHEREAS, the duties and responsibilities of the Department are set forth at N.J.S.A. 4:1-1, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1-4 the Legislature created the State Board of Agriculture, the Division of Animal Health, a Division of Markets and a Division of Plant Industry, recognizing the importance of agriculture, including the viability of crops, livestock and markets for same; and  

WHEREAS, the Legislature, in 1986, enacted the State Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 52:18A-196 et seq., recognizing that New Jersey, the nation’s most densely populated State, requires sound and integrated statewide planning and coordination of statewide planning with local and regional planning in order to conserve the State’s natural resources, revitalize its urban centers, protect the quality of its environment, and provide needed housing and adequate public services at a reasonable cost while promoting beneficial economic growth, development and renewal; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-202(a), the Commission has been created to, inter alia, prepare, maintain and revise the State Development and Redevelopment Plan (State Plan), and to give due consideration to the plans of state Agencies in developing the State Plan; and

WHEREAS, the State Plan recognizes the importance of having an effective agricultural strategy that creates a climate that supports agriculture statewide, and plan for future economic growth and development in rural areas in ways that promote the continuation of agricultural land use, without unduly undermining property values in those areas; and


WHEREAS, to date the Department of Agriculture, is the only State agency that has fully committed to the principles of Smart Growth by preparing the New Jersey Agricultural Smart Growth Plan, including five linked components: Farmland Preservation, Innovative Conservation Planning, Economic Development, Natural Resource Conservation and Agricultural Industry Sustainability which provides a holistic rational framework for providing realistic and practical approaches to ensuring that as New Jersey continues to grow, its agriculture industry remains strong; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture, through its coordinated and mutually supportive network of departments and divisions is a standout example of an effective and efficient State 
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government agency, communicating among its ranks to provide unprecedented coordinated, synergistic and holistic support to the agriculture community; and  
WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture has provided innovation and support to implement programs toward economic, environmental and social sustainability, resulting in, inter alia, the emergence of local “farmers’ markets” that provide uniquely fresh, healthy food to local communities close to their homes, creating greater markets for local farmers while reducing greenhouse gases; and
WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) within the Department of Agriculture administers the New Jersey Farmland Preservation Program and provides staff support to the State TDR Bank Board; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey, through the expertise of the Department of Agriculture, has invested close to $1.1 billion since 1982, to permanently preserve over 160,000 acres of farmland; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey has the nation’s most successful farmland preservation program, ranking 1st in the United States in percentage of agricultural land in permanent preservation; and 
WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture serves as an exemplary State agency member of the Commission providing it with expertise in land use policies including: farmland preservation, promoting coexistence of farmland and bird habitat, protecting farmer’s equity interest in land, facilitating Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) programs; and 
WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture has advanced many sustainable growth policies including the “Jersey Fresh” campaign, to promote locally grown produce; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey’s diverse agricultural resources and industry serve to maintain our State’s history, identity and pride as one of the original colonies of these United States and as the “Garden State”, and contributes $3.5 billion annually to the State’s economy, and requires the services of the Department of Agriculture to remain viable; and 
WHEREAS, the largest single use of remaining open lands in the State of New Jersey is presently active agriculture; and

WHEREAS, it is essential that the policies and programs designed and intended to govern land use on such a substantial portion of the state’s land mass be coordinated in a manner that promotes, encourages and enhances vital, prosperous and sustainable active agricultural practices; and

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2008, Governor Jon S. Corzine proposed the FY 2009 New Jersey State Budget; which suggests eliminating or dismantling the New Jersey Department of Agriculture as a cost-cutting measure; and 
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WHEREAS, eliminating or dismantling the Department of Agriculture could potentially jeopardize access to various necessary federally funded programs and services such as the National Veterinary Laboratory system, which provides state of the art diagnostics for protection against livestock diseases. 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the State Planning Commission, respectfully submits that eliminating, dismantling or otherwise reorganizing the Department of Agriculture is not in the best interests of the State of New Jersey and may seriously undermine efforts to implement the State Plan.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be provided to Governor Jon S. Corzine, the Cabinet and every State legislator.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the State Planning Commission and the Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth are hereby authorized to execute such documents and to take such other actions as may be necessary or appropriate for the implementation and dissemination of this resolution.

                                                                                                 _____________________________

                                                              Benjamin L. Spinelli, Secretary

                                                                                                 NJ State Planning Commission
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