September 4, 2009

Barry Ableman, PP/AICP, Principal Planner

Office of Smart Growth
NJ Department of Community Affairs
101 South Broad Street
PO Box 204
Trenton, NJ 08625-0204

Re.:
Somerset Regional Center Plan Endorsement-


Bridgewater Township Municipal Self-Assessment Report 

Dear Mr. Ableman:

On behalf of the Township of Bridgewater, I am pleased to submit the Township’s Municipal Self-Assessment (MSA) Report for Plan Endorsement.  You will find that the Bridgewater Township MSA Report reflects a significant amount of planning and visioning encompassing comprehensive planning, growth management, economic development, neighborhood planning, affordable housing and open space and natural resource conservation that continue to be advanced both within our community and in the context of the Somerset Regional Center.  Pursuant to the Office of Smart Growth’s MSA submission requirements, enclosed are the following documents:

· MSA Report for Township of Bridgewater, dated March, 2009, including maps and appendices (electronic format); 

· Confirmation from the Courier News and Star Ledger newspapers regarding publication of the legal notices at least 48 hours in advance of the July 6 and July 20, 2009 Borough Council Meetings

· Meeting Minutes from the July 6 and July 20, 2009 Township Council meetings.  There were no public comments at either meeting concerning the MSA report.
· Municipal Resolution adopting the MSA report.
We understand that the next step in the Plan Endorsement process is for OSG and the state agencies to review the enclosed and to respond to our submission with the Opportunities and Constraints Analysis.  We recognize that a major component of the Plan Endorsement process is the need to convene municipal-wide visioning that has engaged the members of the community to articulate a vision for the entire municipality for the next 20 years.  In light of this, it is critical that we highlight the fact that the Township has already achieved this step in the Plan Endorsement process in that the mayor and planning staff personally canvassed every single neighborhood in our entire municipality in 2006 to meet with the residents and business owners to obtain their input which helped form the basis for the master plan re-examination.  This is more specifically described in the text of the MSA Report.  Accordingly, the Township of Bridgewater requests that the Office of Smart Growth consider the tremendous effort undertaken by the Township which should satisfy the Visioning requirements for Plan Endorsement.   Thank you for taking this into consideration.  
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Scarlett Doyle, Bridgewater Township planner at 908-725-6300, ext 5535 or via email at sdoyle@bridgewaternj.gov .
We look forward to working with the Office of Smart Growth as we work towards achieving Plan Endorsement.  

Sincerely,

Patricia Flannery, Mayor

Township of Bridgewater
Enc.:

c w/o enc.:



Bridgewater Township Council 


Bridgewater Township Plan Endorsement Advisory Committee

Scarlett Doyle, Municipal Planner, Township of Bridgewater

James Naples, Administrator, Township of Bridgewater


Rose Evans, Chair, Regional Center Partnership of Somerset County


James Ruggieri, Principal Community Planner, Somerset County Planning Board

