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New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) 
State Safety Oversight (SSO) Program 

Documents included in this appendix 

(1) New Jersey Statutes Annotated (N.J.S.A.) 27:25-8 
(2) N.J.S.A. 48:2-15 
(3) State of New Jersey Executive Order #65 
(4) New Jersey Administrative Code (N.J.A.C.) Title 16, Chapter 53E 
(5) Reorganization Plan for the Board of Public Utilities and the Department of 

Transportation 
(6) Intergovernmental Agreement Between the State of New Jersey and State of 

Pennsylvania for Safety Oversight of the Port Authority Transit Corporation (PATCO) 

Authority for the NJDOT and SSO program 

Initially, authority for transportation oversight was in the Department of Public Utilities. The 
authorities related to the Board of Public Utilities related to transportation were transferred to the 
NJDOT as part of the Reorganization Plan for the Board of Public Utilities and the Department of 
Transportation, October 5, 1978, effective January 1, 1979. 

With respect to the functions, powers and duties hereby transferred to the Department of 
Transportation, whenever in any law, rule, regulation, contract, document, judicial or 
administrative proceeding or otherwise, reference is made to the Board of Public Utilities, the 
same shall mean and refer to the Department of Transportation. 

N.J.S.A. [New Jersey Statutes Annotated] 27:25-8. Corporation not public 
utility, authority relative to fares, services; notice, public hearing. 

Paragraph c. Notwithstanding any other provisions of P.L.1979, c.150 (C.27:25-1 et seq.) [New 
Jersey Public Transportation Act of 1979], all vehicles used by any public or private entity pursuant 
to contract authorized by P.L.1979, c.150 (C.27:25-1 et seq.), and all vehicles operated by the 
corporation directly, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the department with respect to 
maintenance, specifications, and safety to the same extent that jurisdiction is conferred upon the 
department by Title 48 of the Revised Statues. 

Note that corporation refers to New Jersey Transit and department refers to the NJDOT. 

N.J.S.A. 48:2-15. Authority over interstate commerce; interstate co-operation 

Paragraph (b). The board shall have all the power, and shall exercise its authority to regulate the 
transportation by any carrier for hire of passengers and property by land, water or air, between any 
place in this State and any place in another State or between places in this State whether or not 
partly through another State, including regulation of the adequacy of service and the safety of 
operation and equipment, except power and authority which has been heretofore expressly 
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reserved to the United States  by a valid enactment of the Congress of the United States, or which 
is hereafter so reserved by such an enactment of the Congress under powers delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution of the United States. 

Executive Order #65, January 31, 1997 

This EO was completed for the initial 49 CFR Part 659, and was not updated for the 2005/2006 
update of Part 659. This EO continues to be used as the establishing authority for the SSO program. 

New Jersey Administrative Code 
Title 16. Department of Transportation 
Chapter 53E. Fixed Guideway Systems State Safety and Security Oversight 
N.J.A.C. 16:53E 

Effective Date: February 20, 2024 

Currently Expires on June 4, 2025 

Federal Standards Statement 

The adopted new rules establish standards for fixed guideway systems that are consistent with 49 
U.S.C. Section 5329(e) and 49 CFR Part 674. The standards imposed by the rules do not exceed 
those set forth in these Federal laws.  
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SUBCHAPTER 1. PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND APPLICABILITY  
  
16:53E-1.1 Purpose  
This chapter establishes rules concerning the State's oversight of the safety of rail fixed 
guideway systems through the Department of Transportation (Department), designated as the 
State's oversight agency by Executive Order No. 65 (1997). This chapter carries out the mandate 
at 49 U.S.C. § 5329(e) and (k) for State safety oversight of rail fixed guideway public 
transportation systems. The Office of Fixed Guideway Oversight in the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation is responsible for the administration of this chapter.  
  
16:53E-1.2 Scope and applicability   

(a)  Rail fixed guideway public transportation systems are any fixed guideway system 
that uses rail; is operated for public transportation; is within the jurisdiction of this State; 
and is not subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal Railroad Administration or any such 
system in engineering or construction. Rail fixed guideway public transportation systems 
include, but are not limited to, rapid rail, heavy rail, light rail, monorail, trolley, inclined 
plane, funicular, and automated guideway.    
(b)  This chapter is applicable to rail fixed guideway public transportation systems that 
operate exclusively within the boundaries of this State or between this State and adjacent 
states; and entities that own or operate rail fixed guideway public transportation systems 
with Federal financial assistance authorized under Chapter 53 of Title 49 of the United 
States Code.    
(c)  This chapter is applicable to every transit agency operating exclusively within the 
boundaries of this State or between this State and adjacent states. The Department may 
designate other fixed guideway systems to which this rule shall apply.    
(d)  Except as provided in N.J.A.C. 16:53E-1.3, nothing in this chapter prevents the 
transit agency or the Department from using contractors or consultants (public, non-
profit, or private) to assist with their respective duties under this chapter or in the course 
of their respective business operations.  

  
16:53E-1.3 Conflict of interest   

(a)  A party or entity is prohibited from providing services to both the Department and 
the transit agency when a conflict of interest, as determined by the Department, exists.    
(b)  A transit agency may not be a contractor for the Department under the State safety 
over-sight program.  

  
16:53E-1.4 Incorporation by reference   
The Department incorporates herein by reference 49 CFR Part 674, State Safety Oversight.  
  
  
  
SUBCHAPTER 2. STATE SAFETY OVERSIGHT PROGRAM STANDARD  
  
16:53E-2.1 State Safety Oversight Program Standard  
The Department, in its role as the oversight agency, develops safety oversight program rules that 
establish processes and procedures that govern the conduct of the oversight agency. The rules 

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6483-7NT3-CH1B-T1S1-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:5XKV-PW91-F7ND-G1N9-00009-00&context=1530671
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also provide guidance to the regulated transit agencies and other fixed guideway systems 
regarding the content of the plans and procedures they must have in place in order to be in 
compliance with the State program.  
  
  
SUBCHAPTER 3. SAFETY PLAN  
  
16:53E-3.1 Safety plan requirements  

(a)  A transit agency shall not operate a fixed guideway system unless the Department 
has provided written approval of, and the transit agency has implemented, its safety plan 
for that system.    
(b)  Every transit agency shall develop and implement a written safety plan that complies 
with the requirements of the New Jersey Department of Transportation Safety Oversight 
Program Standard (NJDOT SSOPS) for each fixed guideway system it operates. Copies 
of the NJDOT SSOPS may be obtained on the Department's website at: 
http://www.state.nj.us/transportation or in person at:     

New Jersey Department of Transportation    
  Office of Fixed Guideway Oversight    
  1035 Parkway Avenue    
  PO Box 600    
  Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600    
  Phone: 609-963-2090    
  or by email at:   
  
NJOFGSSO@dot.nj.gov  

  
  
16:53E-3.2 Department inspections  

(a)  Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 5329(k), every transit agency shall provide access to the rail 
fixed guideway public transportation system and agency. The Department shall conduct 
inspections of the rail fixed guideway public transportation system and agency with and 
without advance notice. Inspections include, but are not limited to, the infrastructure, 
property leading to the infrastructure, equipment, records, data, personnel, and other 
deemed information, structure, or persons necessary for the safety inspection.    
(b)  Access to entries shall be provided to the Department by the fixed guideway public 
transportation agency, which may include, but is not limited to, keys, codes, data cards, 
or remotes.  

  
  
  
  
  

http://www.state.nj.us/transportation
mailto:NJOFGSSO@dot.nj.gov
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6483-7NT3-CH1B-T1S1-00000-00&context=1530671
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Safety Oversight of Port Authority Transit Corporation (PATCO) 
Letters between New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and FTA 

December 13, 2000 – DRPA to NJDOT that DRPA made organizational changes and could no 
longer serve as the SSOA for PATCO 

February 1, 2001 – NJDOT to PennDOT that NJDOT had taken over safety oversight of PATCO 
and suggested that NJDOT could provide safety oversight of PATCO for both states. The intent 
was for both state DOTs to send similar letters to the FTA explaining the safety oversight of 
PATCO. 

April 30, 2001 – PennDOT to FTA that NJDOT will continue to be the single entity providing 
safety oversight of PATCO under Part 659. 

May 4, 2001 – NJDOT to FTA that NJDOT will continue to be the single entity providing safety 
oversight of PATCO under Part 659. 

May 9, 2001 – NJDOT to FTA Office of Safety and Security that notified FTA that both states 
had agreed to NJDOT providing safety oversight for PATCO. 

August 17, 2001 – FTA Office of Safety and Security to NJDOT that provided approval of the 
safety oversight of PATCO being provided by NJDOT. 

June 6, 2007 – NJDOT to PennDOT that updated the agreement to change the PennDOT designee. 
This letter explains at a high level what the agreement is for safety oversight of PATCO.  

July 6, 2007 – NJDOT to the General Manager PATCO that requests signature on the letter from 
June 6, 2007. 

 

Intergovernmental Memorandum of Agreement Regarding State Safety Oversight 

Effective Date: 1/31/2018 

This memorandum of agreement formalizes and supersedes the above chain of letters, and allows 
for the NJDOT SSO program to have full responsibility for state safety oversight of the Port 
Authority Transit Corporation (PATCO) in New Jersey and on the Pennsylvania side of the 
Delaware River in Philadelphia. The MOA describes the roles and responsibilities of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and the NJDOT in overseeing the safety 
and security of the PATCO High Speed Line, a rail fixed guideway public transportation system 
owned by the Delaware River Port Authority (DRPA). 
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