PUBLIC QUESTION NO. 1

POWER OF ELECTORS TO REMOVE ELECTED OFFICIALS

LY

Shali Article |, paragraph 2 of the Constitutlon be amepded, as
proposed by the Legislature, to provide for the recall electlon of
elected offliclals?

INTERPRET IVE STATEMENY

Thls amendment to the Constlitutfon peramits the voters to remove
Blacted officlals, after at least one year of service, through the
procass of a recall electlon. Upon petition of reglstered voters, the
questlon of whaether to remove or retaln an elected officlal may be
submitted to popufar vote. This applles te any elected officlal in
this State and to the United States Senators and Congressmen elected
from New Jersey. The Leglslature Is required to enact those laws
hecessary to Implement the operation of this constltut lonal
amendment. If legfslation to tmplement thls constitutlonal amendment
Is not enacted within one year of the adoption of the amendmant, the
Secretary of State shall, by regulation, Implement the constitut|onal
anendment, except that regulations adopted by the Secretary of State
shai{ be superseded by any subssquent tegislation consistent with this
constitutional amendment governing recall electlons. The amendment
afso provides that the reasons for a recaif election shall be a
pofitical question, so that the courts cannot sat aside a recall on
the grounds that the reasons for It are in some way inadequate.

At present, statutory provisions make certain elected nuniclpal and
county officlals subject to removal by a recall electlon. Howevear,
const[futional rather than statutory provislons are necessary to
provide for the recall slectlon of the Governor, meazbers of the
Legislature, U.S. Senators, and Congressmen. There are presently 15
states that have a statswide recall electlon.

CQUNTIES YES KO
Atlantic .... 36,914 12,969
Bergen .... 207,166 62,420
Burlington .. 69,090 21,960
Camden ...... 79,827 25,693
Cape May .... 20,158 6,603
Cumberiang .. 13,345 : 4,619
Essex ....... 73,473 26,984
Gloucester .. 44,837 15,108
Hudson ...... 52,339 14,551
Hunterdon ... 21,850 6,049
Mercer ...... 55,896 22,938
Middlesex .,. 104,631 37,582
Monmouth .... 125,783 33,867
Worrls ...... 88,033 27,628
Ocean ....... 82,391 22,021
Passale ..... $3,632 14,967
Salem ....... 15,685 4,022
Somerset . ... 49,881 15,414
Sussex ...... 31,344 8,341
Unlon ....... 68,131 25,598
Xarren ...... 22,0423 5,591

T0TAL ..., 1,326,657 414,925
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